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Thank you f o r your l e t t e r of 29 October about Mr P a i s l e y ' s request 

f o r a meeting with the Prime M i n i s t e r on s e c u r i t y i n Northern 

I r e l a n d . The Prime M i n i s t e r w i l l have noted from the DUP p o l i c y 

statement which Mr P a i s l e y sent her t h a t he i s , i n e f f e c t , saying 

t h a t u n l e s s he gets s a t i s f a c t i o n from the Prime M i n i s t e r about 

s e c u r i t y i n the Province, he w i l l not be prepared to t a l k about 

p o l i t i c s w i t h the S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e . 


Mr P a i s l e y ' s o b j e c t i v e i s to b u i l d h i m s e l f up as "leader of the 

people of Northern I r e l a n d " ( h i s words) and i t i s to t h i s end t h a t 

he seeks to speak on equal terms (as he would see i t ) w i t h the Prime 

M i n i s t e r , e s p e c i a l l y on s e c u r i t y . There are obvious dangers i n 

enabling him to do t h i s , whenever he f i n d s or manufactures an 

occasion, by appealing over the head of the S e c r e t a r y of State to 

the Prime M i n i s t e r . I t would t h e r e f o r e g e n e r a l l y be b e t t e r to s t i c k 

to past p r a c t i c e with regard to MPs i n Northern I r e l a n d , Scotland 

and Wales ( i n c l u d i n g the l e a d e r s of " n a t i o n a l " p a r t i e s ) and r e f e r 

them to the t e r r i t o r i a l S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e . 


On t h i s occasion there i s a case f o r proceeding d i f f e r e n t l y . There 

i s a t present some concern i n Northern I r e l a n d about s e c u r i t y , 

heightened by the re c e n t murders of s o l d i e r s and policemen and of 

off-duty members of the UDR and p r i s o n s e r v i c e , which Mr P a i s l e y i s 

e x p l o i t i n g . My S e c r e t a r y of St a t e c o n s i d e r s t h a t , i  f the Prime 

M i n i s t e r would agree, i t would have b e n e f i c i a l e f f e c t s i n Northern 

I r e l a n d i  f she were to recognise t h i s concern by agreeing to see not 

j u s t Mr P a i s l e y but the other two l e a d e r s of Northern I r e l a n d p o l i t i c a l 

p a r t i e s a t Westminster c o n c u r r e n t l y , f o r a t a l k about s e c u r i t y , i f 

they so wished. I f t h i s were o f f e r e d i n terms to a l l three together 

i t would a s s i s t i n p u t t i n g p r e s s u r e on them p u b l i c l y to s i t s i m i l a r l y 

together a t the proposed conference to d i s c u s s p o l i t i c a l development. 


At such a meeting the Prime M i n i s t e r would wish to be accompanied by 

the S e c r e t a r y of State who would review s e c u r i t y p o l i c y and operations 

i n appropriate terms and deal w i t h suggestions a l r e a d y made by the 

OUP and the DUP f o r a d d i t i o n a l measures - most of these are i l l ­
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conceived and i t would be h e l p f u l to give them a l l the same 

explanation of why t h a t i s so, while s e t t i n g out p o s i t i v e l y the 

merits of the c u r r e n t s e c u r i t y o p e r a t i o n a l p o l i c y . As the Prime 

M i n i s t e r w i l l know t h i s p l a c e s more emphasis on s u r v e i l l a n c e and 

monitoring r a t h e r than routine deployment of armed men i n the 

s t r e e t s ; and there i s a good case to be presented. 


As i t happens Mr P a i s l e y i s out of the country a t the moment and we 

understand t h a t i t w i l l be ten days or so before he i s back. I t 

fol l o w s t h a t no immediate meeting would be i n prospect. Subject to 

the Prime M i n i s t e r ' s commitments, a meeting s h o r t l y a f t e r the 

p u b l i c a t i o n of the Conference d i s c u s s i o n document would be t i m e l y i n 

terms of b r i n g i n g pressure to bear. 


I f the Prime M i n i s t e r agrees to t h i s course she might wish to r e p l y 

to Mr P a i s l e y on the l i n e s of the attached d r a f t . 


R A HARRINGTON 
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DRAFT REPLY FOR PRIME MINISTER TO SEND TO KR PAISLEY 


I
 and my c o l l e a g u e s s h a r e y o u r c o n c e r n , and the 


c o n c e r n of a l l t h o s e who r e p r e s e n t t h e people of N o r t h e r n 


I r e l a n d , about t h e c o n t i n u i n g v i o l e n c e and t e r r o r i s m . 


T here can be no doubt about t h e Government's d e t e r m i n a t i o n 


t o d e f e a t i t , and I do not b e l i e v e t h e r e i s any doubt i n 


N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d about t h a t . I f , however, you and -trtte 1 
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would f i n d i t h e l p f u l t o d i s c u s s t h e s e c u r i t y problem 


w i t h me and t h e S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e , I would be w i l l i n g 
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