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PUBLIC OPINION BACKGROUND NOTE 58

The interviewing for our latest Gallup 'tracking study
was conducted before the official launch of the
Social Democrats. The standard voting intention Question
(whioh does not mention any party) found that for the
first time the Social Democrats have moved into third
place after the Labour and Conservative parties. They
lead the Liberals by only a small margin but it is
clear that the electorate are fully aware of their
existence and regard them as a political party alongside
the other three main national parties.

D. K. Britto
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. :ntr-s.ducton

The nzerviewin :_cr our latest Gallup 'tracking study was conducted
f-om 18th un-1 73rd March - :he interviewing was comblt-t tcf-re
the Launch of 7h° new Social Democrat'c Party on Thur=dav Ma-ch 76th.
:he standard voting intention question found an 8% Labour lead over the
Conservatives with th,=, Social Democrats cuh.'ncr the L'Iterals into
fourth p7a.c.,. 7he t”aditional voting 'ntention guest'on ':f an ,e'ection

were to take olace tomorrow howwculd you vote?' found 31% saying
they would vote Labour, 23% Conservative, 17% Social Democrat and
15% Liberal. When Gallup asked 'If an election were 70 take place
tomorrow ant a candidate from a new Social Democratic party stood, how
would you vote?' 27% of respondents said they would vote for :he new
Social Democratic Party, 22% Labour, 18% Conservative and 11% Liberal.
When asked 'If a new Social Democratic Party made an alliance with
the Libera7s, sc that a cand'date from only one of these parties would
stand in each constituency, how would you vote?' They found 38%
cla'm'na thy wou7d vote for a Social Democratic-Liberal alliance,
7 2% Labour and 17% Conservative.

Full details of the trend in support we have found in all of these
questions since early February are shown below - it should be noted
=hat =hese figures do not exclude don't knows.
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N.B. Th= note normally excludes don't knows (figures are recalculated). :t
should be noted :hat this :able includes don't knows as a separate
category.

*Soc'al Democratic Party under standard voting intention is based
on thoee respondents claiming they would vote Social Democratic
at a General Election. No mention was made of the term in the

voting intention Question.

.7,7= of the trent in support fflr the ma'n parties since January
1981 ,ere =hown below - support f^r the Oonservatvee has fa7len
from 34% (7/12 jan) to 26% (18/23 March). Support for Labour
hae f,e,len from 48% Y711 Jan) to 36% (18/23 March). Liberal support

has increased from 15% (7/12 Jan) to 17% (18/23 March). :n addition
we found :7% of those interviewed claiming (unprompted) that- they
would vote Social Democrat. _It should be noted that these figures
are recalculated :o exclude don't knows.

=leaee eee 'ollowng pa:D-e for tat7e.
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1981
7/12Jan 34.0 48.015.0 3.0 -14.0
14 /=0 :an 33.0 46.518.5 = .0 _13.7,**
21/26San 35.5 43.017.0 4.5 _7.5**
28 Jan2 Feb 3=.0 40.0=1.5 6.5 -8.0
3/9Feb 34.0 39.0=0.0 7.0 -5.0
10/16Feb 36.0 35.5=0.0




8.5
18/23Feb 32.5 38.5=1.0 8.0 -6.0 

=5:-.eb:=March '-'.5 36.021.5 11.0




4/9 March 2 9.5 34.5=0.0 1 6.0- -5.0
12/16 March 30.0 34.018.0 18.0++ -4.0
1 8/23Ma*.ch 26.0 35.017.0 ==.0++ -9.0
* First Gallup post-election survey




**Published polls





-4- includesin% who said they would vote Social Democrat
-÷ includes 14% who said they would vote Social Democrat
-4-±4-includes17% who said they would vote Socal Democratc

3. Government Record

The latest 1:racking survey found no change in the popularity of :he
Government with 23% aOprovina of our record to date and 67% disapproving.
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4 Popularity of P__'tioal L.-oter=

No significant change in the popularity cf the leaders of the three
main parties. Details are shown below and in :he attached graphs.
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5, Published Polls

Audience Selection (The Sun - March 25th 1981)

An Audience Selection poll published in the Sun on 25th March 1981
and conducted on March 12th looked at the att4tudes of women. They
found:

WOMEN AND JOBS
AllWorkina
womenwomen

Youna
78._24)

DO YOU AGF:77 THA.7':

Women are paid less -than men for :he same jobs

Of the wife can earn more, the husband should
stay a: home and look after the house

Mothers of young children should be ..1= to go
OU7 70 work-f'. they w-*!sh

-,..-en-4-1,,c7' ''''''° =rould be more TV women t.... _____ and
chat =how hosts
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Putli=he'4  Q'ol7s (continued)

WOMEN AND P01,--2-S,

All  Frofes- C1oa7 Manual
Women siona

Why do you think there arP so few women YP',.-?




P--jud'be: men won'tlet them stand 47 59 41 41

Women are too busy to stand 26 32 35 28

20'5 a man's job 23 23 17 3

Women aren't toutt enough 17 is 17 17
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