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PUBLIC OPINION BACKGROUND NOTE 58

The interviewing for our latest Gallup 'tracking' study
was conducted before the official launch of the

Social Democrats. The standard voting intention question
(which does not mention any party) found that for the
first time the Social Democrats have moved into third
place after the Labour and Conservative parties. They
lead the Liberals by only a small margin but it is

clear that the electorate are fully aware of their
existence and regard them as a political party alongside
the other three main national parties.
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Details of the trend in support for the main parties

1981 are shown below - support for the Conservatives

from 34% (7/12 Jan) to 26% (18/23 March). Support for
from 48% (7/12 35% (18/23 March).
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g Government Record

The latest 'tracking' survey found no change in the populari
Government with 23% approving of our record to date
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ot Published Polls
Audience Selection (The Sun - March 25th 1981)

An Audience Selection poll published in the Sun on 25th March 1981
and conducted on March 12th looked at the attitudes of women. They
found:

WOMEN AND JOBS .
All Working Young .
women women (16-24)
DO YOU AGREE E working
women

%

-‘Women are paid less than men for the same jobs 50
If the wife can earn more, the husband should
stay at home and look after the house

Mothers of young children should be able to go

I

out to work if they wish

There should be more TV women presenters and
chat show hosts




Why do you think there so few women MP's?
Prejudice: men won't them stand
Women are too busy to stand

It's a man's job

Women aren't tough enough
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