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lO DOWNING STREET 


10 September 1979 
THE PRIME MINISTER 


Thank you f o r your l e t t e r of 3 September about P l e s s e y 


l i m i t e d and South A f r i c a , 


The Foreign and Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y r e p l i e d to the 

l e t t e r from Mr. Abdul f l i n t y on 3 September. I enclose a 

copy f o r convenience. I t h i n k t h i s covers the p o i n t s i n 

your l e t t e r t o me. 


I c o n f i r m t h a t the Government f u l l y a ccepts i t s 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o implement the United Nations arms embargo. 


Robert Hughes, Esq 


3 



Foreign ana commonwealth Office 

London SW1A 2AH 


B September 1979 


\  j Thank you f o r your l e t t e r of 29 J u l y . I am a l s o t a k i n g 

account of the p o i n t s i n Mr T e r r y ' s l e t t e r to S i r Ian Gilmour 

of 2 August about P l e s s e y L i m i t e d . 


The radar a i r s u r v e i l l a n c e equipment i n q u e s t i o n was 

f i r s t l i c e n c e d by the p revious Government b e f o r e the UN 

mandatory arms embargo was imposed i n November 1977. We 

understand t h a t the equipment i s to be used i n the South A f r i c a n 

combined c i v i l and m i l i t a r y a i r c o n t r o l system. I n t e g r a t i o n of 

the o p e r a t i o n of n a t i o n a l a i r t r a f f i c c o n t r o l systems i s s t a n d a r d 

p r a c t i c e i n most c o u n t r i e s . The l i c e n c e was l a t e r reviewed 

f o l l o w i n g the i m p o s i t i o n of the embargo i n November 1977, when 

the p r e v i o u s Government were s a t i s f i e d t h a t the export of the 

equipment i n q u e s t i o n was not a breach of the UK's i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

o b l i g a t i o n s ' u n d e r the UN arms embargo. We have c a r e f u l l y l o o k e d 

i n t o the matter and see no reason t o take a d i f f e r e n t d e c i s i o n . 


:« ' .In .-a''.Contract '.of t h i s nature i t i s normal t o i n c l u d e ' . p r o v i s i o n " 

l i f o r *Jt r.ai nxn g ;iand -:̂ cus t one r - s u p e r v i s i o n o f the -/contract."-%-iWe *j • x Qz&FaC-Jg 


:^:.V-'.-sunderstand vthat;."Hhe-i:ajori.ty vbf :the7''South ;!Af r i c a n p e r s o n n e l ywho.7ha.ve 
r


• «-. been .in t h i s '.country .under.;the terms .of t h e . c o n t r a c t a r e . ' C i v i l i a n s , 

'..-.-.-i-.-.'although t h r e e .<qf .them were members of the South A f r i c a n TDef encV'Lzrl 


" ..-Force under the .leadership of a c i v i l i a n t e c h n i c a l expert."- A l l ~7-V-.; 

t h r e e have s i n c e " l e f t the country. The o n l y ' p e r s o n n e l now here " " ­
are c i v i l i a n s . Though I do not r e g a r d the" presence of the SADF 

pers o n n e l as having c o n s t i t u t e d a breach of the Government's p o l i c y 

of n o n - c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h the South A f r i c a n Government on m i l i t a r y 

matters ( s i n c e they were here as p a r t of a p r i v a t e arrangement 

d i r e c t l y between the Company and t h e i r customer), t o remove any 


/ p o s s i b l e 


http://ywho.7ha.ve
http:vthat;."Hhe-i:ajori.ty
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p o s s i b l e m isunderstanding we have a d v i s e d the Company t h a t 

i t would be p r e f e r a b l e i f i n f u t u r e SADF p e r s o n n e l d i d not come 

to t h i s country i n conn e c t i o n w i t h the c o n t r a c t . I understand 

t h a t no more SADF pe r s o n n e l w i l l i n f a c t come t o B r i t a i n . 


J r 

(CARRINGTON) 


Mr Abdul A Minty 


t. 


