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CONTROLS OVER LOCAL GOVERNMENT 


When I minuted t o you on 6 June I undertook t o i d e n t i f y c o n t r o l s 

which the S c o t t i s h O f f i c e e x e r c i s e s over l o c a l government and which 

might u s e f u l l y be removed. There are two manor d i f f e r e n c e s from 

the s i t u a t i o n s o u t h of the Border. We had a s u b s t a n t i a l " b o n f i r e 

of c o n t r o l s " implementing the new l o c a l government p a t t e r n i n 1975; 

and the l o c a l a u t h o r i t y body i n S c o t l a n d , the Convention of S c o t t i s h 

L o c a l A u t h o r i t i e s (COSLA) has not produced a l i s t o f d i s p o s a b l e 

c o n t r o l s s i m i l a r t o t h a t produced f o r England and V a l e s . T h i s second 

p o i n t has a b e a r i n g on how I proceed: I r e t u r n t o t h i s below. 


M i n i s t e r s e x e r c i s i n g v a r i o u s c o n t r o l s over l o c a l government i n 
England and V a l e s have a l r e a d y suggested a_ W I ^ r v a r i e t y of r e l a x a t i o n s 
which might u s e f u l l y be made. There are a" number of cases i n which 
these r e l a x a t i o n s are not r e l e v a n t t o S c o t l a n d , e i t h e r because t h e r e 
have never been s i m i l a r c o n t r o l s , o r because such c o n t r o l s have 
a l r e a d y been r e l a x e d . However, where the s e c o n t r o l s are a p p r o p r i a t e 
t o S c o t l a n d , I propose t o make s u b s t a n t i a l l y s i m i l a r r e l a x a t i o n s . 
There are a l s o one or two cases - l o c a l p l a n n i n g c o n t r o l s are an 
example - where I i n t e n d t o go f u r t h e r ! I w i l l l e t the i n t e r e s t e d 
M i n i s t e r s know o f the few cases where I i n t e n d a d i f f e r e n t approach. 

As r e g a r d s most o f the changes I propose t o i n f o r m COSLA of the change 

which I i n t e n d t o make. On the remainder I propose t o c o n s u l t the 

Convention and t o ask them f o r t h e i r viev/s on any o t h e r r e l a x a t i o n s 

which they f e e l might u s e f u l l y be made. T h i s approach i s e s s e n t i a l 

because, as I have noted, the Convention has not p r e s e n t e d a l i s t of 

c o n t r o l s which t h e y would w i s h t o see r e l a x e d . 


I am c o p y i n g t h i s minute t o Ca b i n e t c o l l e a g u e s , the M i n i s t e r of 

Tra n s p o r t and S i r John Hunt. 





