
PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 


l O D O W N I N G STREET 

T H E P R I M E M I N I S T E R 

As you know, I am today c o m p l e t i n g t h e f o r m a t i o n o f t h e new 

Government and I have g i v e n deep and c a r e f u l thought t o t h e composi

t i o n o f our new team t o l o o k a f t e r t h e a f f a i r s o f N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . 


I have been encouraged by t h e welcome which has been g i v e n by 

bot h communities i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d t o the appointment o f t h e new 

S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e , Humphrey A t k i n s , and I know t h a t he w i l l j u s t i f y 

i n f u l l measure t h e i r e x p e c t a t i o n s and t h e i r t r u s t . However, i t i s 

my s p e c i a l c o n c e r n t h a t the S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e ' s team o f j u n i o r 

M i n i s t e r s s h o u l d b o t h r e f l e c t , and be c l e a r l y seen t o r e f l e c t , t h e 

Government's d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o pursue p o l i c i e s which w i l l be t o the 

b e n e f i t and s a f e g u a r d the i n t e r e s t s o f a l l the p e o p l e o f N o r t h e r n 

I r e l a n d . With t h i s i n mind, I have asked Hugh R o s s i t o a c c e p t one o f 

th e two p o s t s as M i n i s t e r o f S t a t e i n t h e N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d O f f i c e , 

and t h i s w i l l be announced on Monday e v e n i n g . 


When I asked Hugh to t a k e on t h i s p o s t , he was, i n i t i a l l y , r e l u c 

t a n t b u t , as you would e x p e c t , h i s s t r o n g sense o f d u t y as a Roman 

C a t h o l i c l e d him t o ac c e p t i t . I am g l a d and r e l i e v e d t h a t he d i d 

so, but I am a n x i o u s t h a t he s h o u l d r e c e i v e a l l p o s s i b l e encouragement 

i n h i s new t a s k . I am w r i t i n g t o ask i f you would be so k i n d as t o 

get i n to u c h w i t h him. I am s u r e t h a t your a d v i c e would be o f g r e a t 

h e l p t o him i n t h i s v e r y d i f f i c u l t t a s k . H i s a d d r e s s i s : 24 W i l t o n 

P l a c e , London, S.W.I. 
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