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INFO SALISBURY

YOUR TELNO 4
MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT TOLBERT: RHODESIA

1. PLEASE PASS FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER TO
PRESIDENT TOLBERT. :

BEGINS : : '

1. THANK YOU FOR YOUR MESSAGE ABOUT RHODESIA, WHICH I HAVE CON-
SIDERED VERY CAREFULLY.

2. DURING THE CONSITUTIONAL CONFERENCE, LORD CARRINGTON GAVE AN
ASSUKAKCE THAT THERE WOULD BE NO EXTERNAL INTERVENTION OR INVOLVE=-
MENT IN RHODESIA UNDER THE GOVERNCR.

3. WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE PRESENCE OF A SOUTH AFRICAN CON-
"TIKGENT 10 GUARD BEITBRIDGE ON THE BORDER CONSTITUTES INTERVENTION
THE FORCE IS SKALL AND IS PRESENT SOLELY FOR_THE PROTECTION OF THE
BRIDGE,WHICH, AS YOU KNOW, IS OF VITAL IMPORTANCE TO THE
ECCNOMIES OF RHODESIA AND OF NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES. THE BRIDGE
IS HALF SOUTH AFRICAN PROPERTY. DAMAGE TO IT WOULD HAVE VERY
SEKIOUS CONSEGUENCS TU SEVERAL COUNTRIES IN THE REGION. THERE IS
A TEAN FROM THE COMMCHWEALTH MONITORING FORCE PRESENT AT
BEITBRIDGE AND I AM SATISFIED THAT THIS GIVES US SUFFICIENT
ASSURANCE THAT TEE ROLE OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN CONTINGENT THERE
WILL BE'LIMITED TO THE PROTECTION OF TEE BRIDGE. I CAN ALSC
ASSUKE YOU THAT THE GOVERNOR WILL KEEP THE NEED FOR THIS SPECIAL
MEASURE OF PROTECTION UNDER REVIEW. IN THE LIGHT COF THESE FACTS,
I HOPE THAT YOU WILL AGREE THAT AN EXCEPTIONAL MEASURE TO PROTECT
A VITAL FEATURE CN THE BORDER BETWEEN RHODESIA AKD SCUTH AFRICA
DGES KGT ANGUKT 7O EXTERNAL INVOLVEMENT IN RECDESIA.
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4, I SHAKE YOUR DESIRE TO SEE TEE AGREEMENTS NEGOTIATED AT
LANCASTER HOUSE SUCCESSFULLY IMPLEMENTED. I AM SURE THAT YOU
WILL AGREE THAT REMARKAELE PROGRESS HAS EEEN MADE. BUT IT IS
ESSENTIAL THAT ALL PARTIES SHOULD COMPLY WITH THE TERMS OF THE
AGREEKENTS WHICH HAVE BEEN SIGNED: IN THIS RESPECT WE ARE VERY
CONCERNED ABOUT TEE CONTINUING AND SERIOUS BREACHES OF THE
CEASEFIRE WHICH HAVE BEEN COMMITTED, MOSTLY BY ZANLA FORCES.
THEIK ACTIVITIES ARE NOT COMPATIBLE EITHER WITH THE CEASEFIRE
AGREEMENT ITSELF OR WITH THE UNDERTAKING SIGNED BY ALL THE
DELEGATIONS AT LANCASTER HOUSE TO RENOUNCE THE USE OF FORCE AND |
TO CAMPAIGN WITHOUT INTIMIDATION. I HOPE YOU WILL FEEL ABLE TO
URGE ON THOSE CCNCERNED THE NEED TO ABIDE BY THE AGREEMENTS.
5. I HOPE THAT YOU WILL KEEP ME CLOSELY IN TOUCH WITH YOUR VIEWS,
WHICH I VALUE GREATLY. YOUR COOPERATION AND ADVICE WAS A MAJCR
CONTKIBUTION TO THE SUCCESS OF THE CONFERENCE. MAY I WISH YOU,
ALSO, MR PRESIDENT, A VERY HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR.
YOUKS SINCERELY ' '

_ MAKRGARET THATCHER
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