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MRS THATCHER'S VISIT

1. Mrs Thatcher is now in Canada and I should lat you have a repor:
on the United States part of her tour. gl i
2a Mrs Thatcher carried out fully the programme which rdnx'agu'a
cover of a departmental compliments slip on 18 September. The:
one or two additions and I am therefore enclosing the final p
of the visit as they were issued here and in New York and Chi
programmes constituted a pretty demanding schedule. The pu
pace which was set in New York was maintained for the first
of her visit here and it was as well that Saturday and Sunda
21 September, provided a chance for some relaxation and a
Thatcher was showing some signs tg'f tiharednﬂuﬂvgl by thl:

; in Washington and the fact that s
-mp-; But she kept going well and to anyone m
impression of a lack-lustre performance.
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- A great deal of the American interest i r was_
Engendereg by her curiosity value as the fi;:tnigm:gniggﬁgmy £
major political party in the western world; as well as by her
Fnrthglqht condemnation of socialism in her first public sﬁe :
Her effect on the media, as far as we can judge it, was to charm
commentators with her appearance and to win their approval for t
Skill and steadiness under questioning. For many she correc
lmpression that she was only a stop-gap leader. Thosa ﬂﬁh&n

we have talked to seemed less convinced that her ideas = alt
sympathetically received by many American audiences - provid
cure for what she described as the British sickness.

6. From Mrs Thatcher's point of wview the visit must be co
everall success. Americans were surprised at Mr Heath's def
Leader of the Conservative P ' .
politician who had succeeded in supplanting one of the two le
figures in British politics of the last decade. The fact tha
politician was a woman, who could become the first woman Prime
of Britain, added spice to their curiosity. Mrs Thatcher he
professed irritation at the number of questions which laid s

her being a successful woman in politics. But she was quite

to extract mileage from this in her replies and must haw

that it gave her publicity value which she would not otl

had. She is as aware as the next woman of the value of

turned out and of photographing extremely well, as shi P
New York, Washington and Chicago she was the subject nfﬁqy g
comment. : BT

7. Apart from that, if her aim was to get hersel
herself across as a serious political lead
Although cne could quibble at some of her
particular her tendency on occasions to

issue, to most of her listeners and
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Mrs Thatcher's request,

Ford and recorded the ma
—-- Which I enclose.

accampanled her on her call on Prani{lf-=
in points of the conversation in. a min

10. For the calls on Dr Schlesinger, Mr Simon and Dr Witte
was accompanied (again at her requasti by John Moreton and
Rawlinson, respectively. She deuelnped an immediate rapport
Simon, which was not surprising, since their views and Eﬂﬂnqlf::
thlnklnq are close. But, that apart, it was clear that both ¢
a regard for each other. The call on Witteveen was Enuuwhat'i
successful, in that Mrs Thatcher advanced rather dated ideas o
role of gnld in international monetary affairs and Witteveen
asked about problems confronting the IMF, did not develop the
wide-ranging discussion which might have "been appropriate, but
himself to the more prosaic details of the IMF schedule over the

few months. The up-shot was that Dr Witteveen may have been 1nﬂﬁ‘
the impression that Mrs Thatcher had not been too well briefed ¢
monetary affairs and Mrs Thatcher with the impression that Dr
was a rather dried-up and limited bureaucrat, in contrast to
Dr Scuweizer, whom Mrs Thatcher had known and liked. She cmnntqﬁ
Anthony Rawlinson that the IMF must have been "more fun" under ,
Schweizer! Dr Schlesinger too, may have gained the impression that

Mrs Thatcher's knowledge of “defence matters was rather linitdﬁ._;
himself painted a rather depressing picture of the tilting bal
military power, in which the Soviet Union was 1n¢ruaui---£td”_
expenditure by 4% annually, while America was merely holding h

constant, and her EBuropean allies were allowing thﬂiﬁf‘ﬁﬁgu

-\.'u

11. Mrs Thatcher, as you will have realised from the B
made no bones ahuut her political beliefs on such issui
expendi ture, nationalisation, egalitarianism, the 1i

welfare state and state intervention. This linn 1

easily to over-simplification as an outright atta

state. Mrs Thatcher Eubumlafnﬂr had tn answe
arisi from it : ]
Sotee in




intention to denatiocnalise oil, if they came tnzgaw'*
scientific and technological resources. She did not
the problems which we faced, but she repeatedly emphas
that we would overcome them, even if we had left matters tc
hour before taking decisive action. It is true that she &
more than one occasion of the fact that we had lost 18
tackling inflation. But she also commented that timing i
was crucial. She did not spell out the implication, bu
could have taken her to mean that it would have been di
move sconer. On Ireland she stressed her party's sup
government's policies and equally the Labour Party's s
Conservative Government on Ireland when they (Labour)

. opposition. Altogether, therefore, if one takes into a
purpose of her vist she struck a not unreasonable balanc

| whole course. '
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