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EUROPEAN COUNCIL ROME 1-2 DECEMBER

I have sent you separately for your personal information the first section of the
Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary's record of the European Council meeting
at Rome. I now enclose the second, In this letter I shall try and set out some
reflections on the meeting as a whole. These are inevitably personal and I
have not discussed them with anyone else., But it seemed to me useful to try

and take a view on where we go from Rome., And so I should welcome any
comments.

2. Looking back at the Council the main points which strike me are these:
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we have got the “:anh into line with the rest of the Community on the ptinciple
of an MSP and on emergency oil sharing., (Indeed, Press criticism
concentrated not so much on the results but on the tactics we have pursued to
get them), And thie agreement was all the more welcome becauge of the very
serious crisie which would have arisen inside the Community if no agreement
had been reached and if the CIEC had had therefore to be put off,

@) Indead, there wara a number of tributes fa tha pasitive nature of the campramiaa,
- ""Europa' halled it as a "Communlty vietory', In an editorinl of 4 Dacembor,
which the Prime Minister quoted in the House, Le Monde sald that his tactics
had led to more progress being made in Community energy policy in a few houra
than since the birth of the Community. President Giscard said that the
compromige had shown the value of the European Council and that the Community

had come out of the crisis stronger than before, And Herr Schmidt expressed
himeself content on his return to Bonn,

d) But the fact that the house is not ragingly on fire should not blind us to the fact

that there is a good deal of glass on the floor. And among our partnera I
detect a mixture of three feelings:

i) a difficulty to begin with in understanding what we were really fighting for,
- Everyone in the Community understands that when a vital national interest
is at stake the bargaining has to be hard right up to the brink, But
rightly or wrongly most of our partners regarded our bid for separate
representation not only as flying in the face of the ground rules of the

4 g Community but as a reflection (to quote Die Welt) of "a long slﬁt:e ot of 1
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view prevailed that it was worth while and they all' went - by their
standards - to some trouble to make the concessipns which wotild keep

us in, After the referendum they all heaved a great sigh of relief and
hoped that then they could expect a united and positive contribution from
us, But agdin they found that they were disappointed. One reaction to
this was a 13'adir.g articie in Die Welt on the 4 Dedember called '"One too
many on board?'" (a title of such admirable brevity and slgnificance that

I do not need to spell out to you the nature of the article which followed).
Pierre Drouin of Le Monde wondered simultaneously whether the British
had really joined the Community in the realisation that their traditional
policy of keeping the balance of power in Europe could only be pursued by
divisive tactice ingide rather than from outside the EEC, And Les Echos
talked of our once again poisoning the atmosphere inthe European Council
and accused us of never having reconciled ourselves fully to memberghip .
of an institution which we had opposed before its birth, '

@) One further development is worthy of note. At one point in the discussion
Herr Schmidt said in effect that if anyone in the Community had to go it alone
it was Germany, by far the richest Member State, which could afford to, This
gtruck the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary (he told us afterwards) as
uncomfortably reminiscent of some of the attitudes of pre war Germany, But
it was in fact a graphic illustration of the point many of us have often made in
discussing the value of the Community; that if the elemental force which drove
Germany half across the world thirty years ago and has léd them to win the

peace since is not safely anchored in a peaceable democratic Gommunity thinga
could turn out badly for us all.

3, What conclusions can we draw from all this? It can of coﬁrae;&!‘:e argued
that there is no great need to draw any at all, Hard words have been exchanged
but we have come to a satisfactory compromise and there is no need gshamed
of having fought a good (and substantially successful) fight. '
quite the answer. Satisfactory compromise or not given th
~ our credit in the European bank is not only low but -
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