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Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

London SW1A 2 A  H 

f J u l y 1 9 7 9 


I N D O - C H I N E S E R E F U G E E S 


On 2 Aja I y y o u a s k e d f o r a d v i c e f o r t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r i n 

r e p l y i n g t o two t e l e g r a m s f r o m Dr W a l d h e i m : 

i ) i n v i t i n g t h e G o v e r n m e n t t o be r e p r e s e n t e d a t t h e 


m e e t i n g on 20 J u l y i n G e n e v a , a n d 


i i ) r e p l y i n g t o t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r ' s m e s s a g e t o Dr 


W a l d h e i m o f 17 J u n e . 


 e n c l o s e d r a f t s . Mr H u r d w i l l be s e e i n g Dr W a l d h e i m i n 


G e n e v a a t 1 8 0 0 h o u r s t h i s e v e n i n g . I f t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r a g r e e s 


t h e d r a f t s , t h e s e c o u l d be t e l e g r a p h e d i n t i m e f o r h i m t o h a n d 


t h e r e p l i e s t o Dr W a l d h e i m a t t h a t m e e t i n g . 


T h e r e w i l l be an o p p o r t u n i t y t o d i s c u s s t h e p o l i t i c a l 


a s p e c t s o f t h e p r o b l e m when Dr W a l d h e i m  i s h e r e f o r c o n s u l ­


t a t i o n s on 12 J u l y . 


I am s e n d i n g c o p i e s o f t h i s l e t t e r a n d e n c l o s u r e s a s w e l l 


as t h e t e x t s o f Dr W a l d h e i m ' s m e s s a g e s t o T o n y B u t l e r (Home 


O f f i c e ) , Tor*y H a r r i s ( D O T ) , B i l l B e c k e t t ( A t t o r n e y - G e n e r a l ' s 


O f f i c e ) , a n d M a r t i n V i l e ( C a b i n e t O f f i c e ) . 


S J t i o m e r s a l ' l 

P r i v a t e S e c r e t a r y t o t h e 

L o r d P r i v y S e a l 

( S i r I a n G i l m o u r ) 

B G C a r t l e d g e E s q 

10 D o w n i n g S t r e e t 

L o n d o n SW1 
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INDO-CHINESE REFUGEES 
MIPT 
1. Please pass the f o l l o w i n g message from the Prime 


M i n i s t e r to Dr Waldheim i n response t o h i s personal message, 


^Begins: 


"Thank you f o r your message of 1 J u l y , i n which you 

r e p l i e d to my l e t t e r of 17 June about the Indo-


Copies to: Chinese refugee problem. I have r e p l i e d separately 


to your i n v i t a t i o n f o r the B r i t i s h Government to be 

B 


represented at the meeting i n Geneva on 20 J u l y . 


We s h a l l of course attend and hope- t o play a 


c o n s t r u c t i v e r f l l e . 


"I agree that there i s an urgent need to f i n d 


s o l u t i o n s of a humanitarian nature f o r the 


RESTRICTED /refugees 1 




RESTRICTED 


refugees' p l i g h t . But l i k e you, I consider that 


the root cause of the problem must also be d e a l t 


w i t h . The Vietnamese Government has a r e s p o n s i ­


b i l i t y to conduct i t s a f f a i r s i n a way that does 
not condemn p a r t of i t s own p o p u l a t i o n to such 
s u f f e r i n g as the world now witnesses. 

"I was glad to see t h a t you had been i n touch 


with r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the governments most 


d i r e c t l y concerned. I am w e l l aware of tie 


d i f f i c u l t i e s . 


"I g r e a t l y look forward to d i s c u s s i n g t h i s 


and other matters with you i n London on 12 J u l y . " 


/Ends_7 
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Indo-Chinese Refugees 


1. Please pass the f o l l o w i n g message from the 

Prime M i n i s t e r to Dr Waldheim. 

[Begins] 


"Your E x c e l l e n c y , 


" I accept your i n v i t a t i o n f o r the B r i t i s h 


Government to be represented at the meeting at 

Copies to:-


Geneva on 20 J u l y % and can l e t you know that-The B r i t i s h 


r e p r e s e n t a t i o n w i l l be at M i n i s t e r i a l l e v e l . 


"Like you, I consider i  t e s s e n t i a l f o r the 

meeting to produce concrete r e s u l t s and f o r t h i s to 

be done by means/'of c a r e f u l advance p r e p a r a t i o n . 


"The B r i t i s h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e w i l l take a 


c o n s t r u c t i v e part i n the d i s c u s s i o n s " . 




"Margaret Thatcher" 


[Ends] 


2. Please see MIFT. 
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