
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

London SW1A 2 A  H 

8 June 1979 

P r e p a r a t i o n s f o r t h e European C o u n c i l , S t r a s b o u r g , /

21/22 June 


I enclose a note showing t h e themes t h a t t h e French Presidency­
have now proposed f o r d i s c u s s i o n at t h e European C o u n c i l . You 

w i l l see t h a t they have made c l e a r t h e i r i n t e n t i o n t h a t energy 

s h o u l d be t h e p r i n c i p a l s u b j e c t o f t h e C o u n c i l . But th e y have 

a l s o made s p e c i f i c allowance f o r a d i s c u s s i o n o f convergence under 

t h e theme "economic and s o c i a l s i t u a t i o n i n t h e Community". T h e i r 

p r o p o s a l t h u s appears t o ta k e account o f t h e Prime M i n i s t e r ' s 

d i s c u s s i o n w i t h P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d i n P a r i s on 5 June r e c o r d e d i n 

your l e t t e r o f 6 June though we cannot expect t he French t o g i v e 

any p u b l i c i n d i c a t i o n o f t h a t k i n d at l e a s t u n t i l a f t e r t h e i r 

European E l e c t i o n s on Sunday 10 June. 


T h i s o u t l i n e agenda w i l l be rev i e w e d at t h e F o r e i g n A f f a i r s 

C o u n c i l on 12 June. The Lo r d P r i v y S e a l , who w i l l be r e p r e s e n t i n g 

t h e U n i t e d Kingdom, would propose t o express g e n e r a l agreement w i t h 

t h e Presidency's p r o p o s a l s . I n p a r t i c u l a r , w h i l e a g r e e i n g w i t h 

t h e need t o make energy t h e main s u b j e c t o f t h e C o u n c i l , he would 

s t r e s s t h e importance f o r t h e C o u n c i l t o face up t o t h e main problems 

which a r i s e under t h e heading o f "convergence". 


I s h o u l d be g r a t e f u l t o know whether t h e Prime M i n i s t e r i s 

co n t e n t w i t h these p r e p a r a t i o n s . 


I am sen d i n g a copy o f t h i s l e t t e r t o M a r t i n V i l e ( Cabinet 

O f f i c e ) . 


P Lever 


B G C a r t l e d g e Esq 

10 Downing S t r e e t 
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P R I V A C Y M A R K I N G SUBJECT: EUROPEAN COUNCIL, STRASBOURG, 21/22 JUNE, 1979 

THEMES PROPOSED FOR DISCUSSION BY THE FRENCH 
.In Confidence 

PRESIDENCY 

C A V E A T . 

1 .	 D i r e c t E l e c t i o n s 

The C o u n c i l m i g h t mark the event by making some k i n d 

o f c o u r t e s y d e c l a r a t i o n . 


2.	 Energy 

T h i s would be the p r i n c i p a l s u b j e c t o f the C o u n c i l . 

3.	 Economic and S o c i a l S i t u a t i o n 

( i )	 Employment 


( i i  ) Convergence 


( i i i  ) C o - o r d i n a t i o n o f Economic P o l i c i e s 


( i v ) EMS 


( v )	 P r e p a r a t i o n s f o r the Tokyo Summit 


Enclosures—flag(s) 



lO DOWNING STREET 

From the Private Secretary 12 June 1979 

PREPARATIONS FOR THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL, 

21/22 JUNE 


Thank you f o r y o u r l e t t e r o f 8 June ( w h i c h d i d 

n o t reach t h i s o f f i c e u n t i l 14.30 on 11 June) about t h e 

Agenda f o r t h e M e e t i n g o f t h e European C o u n c i l i n 

S t r a s b o u r g on 21/22 June. 


The Prime M i n i s t e r has seen your l e t t e r and i s 

c o n t e n t w i t h t h e p r e p a r a t i o n s which are b e i n g made f o r 

t h e C o u n c i l M e e t i n g . So f a r as t h e d r a f t Agenda i s 

concerned, t h e Prime M i n i s t e r ' s o n l y s u g g e s t i o n i s t h a t , 

under I t e m 3 ("Economic and S o c i a l S i t u a t i o n " ) "Convergence" 

s h o u l d be promoted t o f i r s  t p l a c e , above "Employment". 


I am s e n d i n g a copy o f t h i s l e t t e r t o M a r t i n V i l e 

( C a b i n e t O f f i c e ) . 


P a ul Lever, Esq., 

F o r e i g n and Commonwealth O f f i c e . 



