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LEADER'S CONSULTATIVE CQMMITIER

228TH MEETING

Wedneaday, 17th January 1979, in the Leader's
figom_at_the Mouse of Commong

foom ab LAt e s e

AGENDA

1. Minutes of the 2Z27th ieetling.
2. Future Business.
3, TForthcoming Ivints.

4. Report of the Rawllinson Committee,
LSG/78/191 - attached,

5. Report of mr. Edwardé's Committee on the
Referendum (0ld Queen Street Paper No. 16,
dated 12th September 1978} - previgusly
circulated.

6. Any cother business.
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LEADER'S COMSULTATIVE COMHITTEE

Minutes of the 228th Meeting held at 5.00 p.m.
on Wednesday, 17th January 1072, in the Lz2ader's
Room at the House of Commons.

Present: ¥re. Thatcher (in the Chair}

Mr. Whitelaw, Sir Keith Joseph,

Lord Carrington, Lerd Hallsham,

Lord Thorneycroft, Sir Geoffrey Hows,
#Mr. Prior, 5ipr Ian Gilmour, Mr. Pym,
Mr. Peyton, Hr. Jenkin,

Mr. Heseltlne, Mr. St. John 3tevaes,
dr. Maude, e, Edwards, Mr. Hott,
Mrs. Oppenheim, Mr. King, irc. Taylov,
Ur, Carlisle, Hr. Biffen.

Hr. Atkins.
In attendance; Bir Michael Havers, Hr. Fowler,

Lora Denham, Hr. Butler, ™Mr. Patten,
Hr, Wolfson, r. Ridley, Mr. Nicholson.

Apologies:t Mr. Neave.

1. Froposed Buginess for the Week 22nd-29th January

on Meonday, 22nd January, there would be a Motlon to appolng
the Joint Committee on She Special Jommission on Qil 3ancilons
{ur. 3t. John Stevas).

On Tuesday dr. A. Hamllton would seek leave to introduse
his Lead in Petrol (Prohibition) Bill under cthe 10 “inute Rule.
This wouid be followed by the remaining staeges of the Social
Security Bill (Mr. Jenkin, “irs, Chalker).

on Wednesday, 24th January, Mr. M. McGuirs would sesk leave
to introduce his Natlonal Insursnce {Industrial Injuries}
{amendment) P11l under the 10 Minute Rule. Thls would be
followed by the completlon of the remaining stames of the Public
Lending Right Bill {Mr. St. John Stevas, Mr. Cocke}.

On Thuprdsday, 25th January, there would be a Supply Day.
This would be fellowed by a Moticn on EEC Documents R/1135/78,
R/1221/78, R/1282/78 on the Stesl Industry.

om ¥riday, 26th Janvary, there would he the Private
Tlembzrs' B1llg of r, Rossi, ‘r. White and dr. Jones.

On donday, 29tn January, tnere would be the Seqond Reading
of the Weights and Measures Bill (Mrs. Oppenheim, M, Shaw}.

It was noted that if the Government declded to lntroduce a
State of Emerpency, the business at the begilnning of the w.ek
was likely to be changed.



2.

Mattera Arising on Business

There was a discussien of certain peints and the followling
was anreed:

(i) There would be & 2 line whip in support of our new
clausa on the earnings rule during the remalnlng stages of the
Social Security 2ill on 23rd January.

{11) We should devote the Supply Day on 25th January to
a motion deplering the fact that the value of the pound had now
fallen to below 50p compared to February 1974, HMrs. Oppenhein
and Mr. Nott would speak and there would be a three line whip.

(111) On the Second Reading of the Industry Bill on the
following gay, 18th January, we should seek to draft a reasoned
amendment, en which we weuld vaote on a thres line whip, indicating
the fact that we foresaw a role for the Scottish and Welsh
Development Agenciea but that we declined to give a Second Readlr
to a Bill that would inercase spending on the NEB by such vasit
zmounts. If the table office prevented the inclusion of a
reference to the SDA and WDA in such an amendment Sir Heith Joseph
would make these points in his spesch. Ye would, In any event,
vete against the Second Readlng of the fi1t. It waes agreed that
Mpr. Fletcher and Mr. Roberle would be invited to speak from the
Backbenches on the Scoitlsh aud Welsh aspects of ths Bill.

{iv) Hr. Perclval would speak in the debate on Friday,
19th January, on Mr, Freud's Private Uember's Bill, the Official
Information Bill. He would indicate taat while we did not
sugpert lemislation in this form, we were not gatisfied with
the present cperation of the Officlal Seersts Act and would
prefir a system of guldelines operating in the wvarious Governmant
Depariments, We should nct wnip on this Bil1l but s<ek bto talk
the debate out, If the Bill was given a 3econd Reading, we
should make preparations te man the Gtanding Committes with NHPs
with legal gualifTications.

{wv) %t was noted that the Government were prepared to
amend the Weights and ileasurss Bill in Committee to sult our
various requiroments and 1t »as thercfore agreed that we should
net sesh te delay the passage of this Bill.

Debate op the Appointment of fhe Joint Committee on the Special
commission on 011 3apnotiona

There was a discussion on the line wh should take in this
debate on 22nd Januery. The fellowing polnts were agreed:

(t) We should have a free vote at the end of the debats, but
1t wae noted that a large number of members of the Shadow Cabines
wished te vote against the appoeiniment of such a committee with
such terms of reference. We would tell the lobby of this
decision.

(11) ™r. 8t. John Stevas, whe would speak Ln the drhate,
would indicate. that we believed that such an enguiry would be
seriously detrimental to the national iInterest, and also
indicate the varicus other difficultiss invelved in establ.shing
ik,

(111) We should seek to discovor whether the enquiry would
definltely nsve access to Jabinet paners (a course which we opposed}
and when the Dirscter of Publie Prosecutions wes llkely to report
on whether any of those invelved in the evasion of oll zanctions
would be prosecuted.



4. Other Business
There was a short discussion on the measures being taken
Wy the Whips' office te keep up the pressure on Ministers by
apen letters, Private Notice Questlions and 5.0.9 applications.
It was agreed that we should support the Government 1T they
declared a stata of emergency. MHr., Whitelaw would opsn and
Mr. Fowler would close in any debate on & state of emergency
during the following week.
5. Future Meetings
There would pe & meeting of the Steering Committee on
Monday, January 22nd, fer a further discussion on the industrial
situation. There would be a mesting of the full Shadow Cabinet
pn Monday, 29th January tc discuss the referendum and the
Rawlingon Report.
The meeting closed at 6.15 p.m.
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