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M R . C A R T L E D G E 

Tokyo E c o n o m i c S u m m i t 

A t the recent P r e p a r a t o r y M e e t i n g i n Wash ing t on v r ' a r gued , on the 

P r i m e M i n i s t e r ' s i n s t r u c t i o n s , that (i) we d id not want a r e r u n of the Bonn 

S u m m i t w i th m a c r o targets and a long a n a l y t i c a l communique and (ii) the 

S u m m i t should concentrate on p a r t i c u l a r a r e a s , notably energy , where p r o g r e s s 

cou ld be made . In my minute A09599 of 21st M a y I r epo r t ed that I had some 

s u c c e s s , a l though I wa rned that the Japanese themse l v es wanted a l ong and 

p la t i tud inous commun ique . 

I was there fo re somewhat d i s c o n c e r t e d to get a telephone c a l l th is 

a f ternoon f r o m M r . H e n r y Owen at the White House say ing that the E c o n o m i c 

M i n i s t e r i n the Japanese E m b a s s y i n Wash ing ton had to ld h i m that the 

Japanese F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r , M r . Sonoda, had been r e l i e v e d to d i s c o v e r when 

he me t the P r i m e M i n i s t e r on 21st M a y that M r s . Tha tche r sha r ed the 

Japanese w i s h that the S u m m i t shou ld concentra te on g ene ra l i t i e s and not seek 

to r each any c o n c l u s i o n s . Y o u r r e c o r d of the d i s c u s s i o n between the P r i m e 

M i n i s t e r and M r . Sonoda does not l end support to h is i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the 

P r i m e M i n i s t e r ' s approach , but i t m a y be that he r ead too m u c h into a 

r e m a r k of the P r i m e M i n i s t e r ' s . 

I unders tand that the P r i m e M i n i s t e r i s see ing the Japanese M i n i s t e r 

for In te rnat iona l T rade and Industry t o m o r r o w . It wou ld be v e r y he lp fu l i n 

keeping the Japanese f r o m l aps ing into an o v e r - g e n e r a l i s e d approach to the 

Tokyo S u m m i t i f the P r i m e M i n i s t e r fe l t ab le to t e l l M r . E s a k i that she was 

encouraged by the r epo r t she had had f r o m the r ecent mee t ing of p e r s o n a l 

r ep r esen ta t i v e s that there seemed gene ra l ag reement that the S u m m i t should 

concentrate on those a r eas where p r o g r e s s cou ld be made^in p a r t i c u l a r energy . 

If the P r i m e M i n i s t e r i s content I wou ld a l so l i k e to c o n f i r m to H e n r y 

Owen that th is i s the P r i m e M i n i s t e r ' s v iew and to a r range for our Embassy 

i n Tokyo to be i n f o r m e d so that they can put the mat t e r i n context i f they get 

s i m i l a r r epor t s of the P r i m e M i n i s t e r ' s v i ews f r o m the Japanese . 



I a m sending a copy of th is minute to S i r M i c h a e l P a l l i s e r , who was 

w i th me at the Wash ing ton mee t ing . 

John Hunt 

24th M a y , 1^79 


