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Laurel douse,
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December 1, 1960

any than ks for all  y our kindness on ;.aturday.
As you  mi '"ht  imagine ,  it  was  an occasion that Jane and
I shall cherish.

I hope  that  your journey to Kent was not as
f raur7'-t as ours throu .s h  the snows of Cc-.illbrid  e  eshire to

Suf'olk .  But as I drove ,  at greatly reduced speed, I
did think upon our conversation .  I consider your
strictures upon the media as well founded and in the
accompanying letter to the L  ri: -.e .•iini ..ter I have
outlined some points  which might be  worth your
consideration.

I  shall  lock forward to the next time we meet.
I'eanahile, please accept :~my very best wishes for the
Christmas season.
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The Prime i'inister,
10,  Downing  Street,
London SW 1

I.-any thane's for being so generous of your time
and hospitality on Saturday. I have never  known  three hours
to pass so swiftly and, as you misg t imagine, it was an
occasion that Jane and I shall always remember and cherish.

During our homeward  j ourney, I thou,-ht ag< in on
hr. Thatc per's  strictures  on the : edia. `here's much in
what he says but to improve matters is not easy. However,
I w-wonder if you have ever con; _cered _'V= E, a ont_l
televised news conference, or. the American ,.ial
uoce . .1ne  news  conference is a form v; ns en suits you
n cularly well. It need not lr st more  then  thirty minutes
any. could be a -oveable f ._t, :.e. d , S-'y, cur in the f ; r:,
week of every  month  exce'et  r.Ucust a ;.Q  Je ,)t _.ber.
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,--,'here  is no doubt in my mind that journalists are
far too susceptible to eachother's opinions and thereby certain
attitudes are struck in the public prints which take little
account of hard facts  and  inescapable circumstances. One looks
in vain in uritain for a William b'uckley who will take a
radical but Right--rard view of events.

ha.king an impact on the received opinion which so
many of the leading journalists bring to  their  task is not
easy but I do believe that those  who have the professional
responsibility for making sure that the  Government's  case is
heard, and above all u_-_derstood, could do with having their
sinews stiffened. An ounce of initiative is worth a ton of
reaction. Letailec? in_or-e.,ti:cn, forcefully presented, can and
should improve the tenor of any report.I

Rather like the Salvation Army, determined that the
devil shall not have all the cod tunes, the Government can
ensure that its song- rises above the tumult; but the
orchestration ._us oe ri nt and, of course, all the players
must folio:, their ;:?.arts. As one who has spent ::any years on
the rec•eiv i na-- end of res- b,riefin -s and. so on, ? have long
held t= O  on  r  t nP re_" t10^.S'F  is  rt t  t  i
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