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U N C L A S S I F I ED 

FM BONN 1 5 1 1 3 5 Z HAY 79 

TO IMMEDIATE FCO 

TELEGRAM NUMBER 2 1 7 OF 15 MAY 

INFO EEC P O S T S , WASHINGTON, TOKYO, UKDEL O E C D , UKDEL NA TO 

F E D E R A L C H A N C E L L O R ' S V I S I T TO LONDONs GERMAN MEDIA R E A C T I O N S 

1. THE GERMAN MEDIA GAVE ENTHUS I A S T IC AND E X T E N S I V E COVERAGE WITH 

P I C T U R E S TO THE F E D E R A L C H A N C E L L O R ' S V I S I T TO LONDON L A S T WEEK, AND 

THE OVERWHELMING CONSENSUS IS THAT THE M E E T I N G BETWEEN THE TWO HEADS 

OF GOVERNMENT WAS A S U C C E S S . THE A F T E R - D I N N E R S P E E C H E S AND THE 

EXCHANGES A T THE CONCLUDING P R E S S C O N F E R E N C E WERE F U L L Y AND F A I R L Y 

R E P O R T E D . I N T E R E S T WAS H E I G H T E N E D BY THE O C C A S I O N OF THE P R I M E M I N 

I S T E R ' S F I R S T F O R E I G N O F F I C I A L V I S I T O R (MR L Y N C H ' S V I S I T TENDED TO 

BE O V E R L O O K E D ) AND HER F I R S T ENCOUNTER WITH HERR S C H M I D T AS P R I M E 

M I N I S T E R . 

NEARLY A L L NEWSPAPERS D E S C R I B E D THE M E E T I N G AS HAVING E S T A B L 

ISHED QUOTE THE MUTUAL R E S P E C T UNQUOTE OF THE TWO L E A D E R S FOR ONE 

ANOTHER AND AS HAVING T A K E N " P L A C E IN AN ATMOSPHERE OF G E N E R A L A G R E E 

MENT ON WORLD A F F A I R S . THE P R I M E M I N I S T E R ' S D E S C R I P T I O N OF HERR 

SCHMIDT AS QUOTE B R I T A I N ' S G R E A T F R I E N D UNQUOTE WAS WIDELY C I T E D AND 

HERR SCHMIDT IS S A I D IN QUOTE C O N F E R E N C E C I R C L E S UNQUOTE TO HAVE 

D E S C R I B E D THE P R I M E M I N I S T E R AS QUOTE A HEAD OF GOVERNMENT WHO 

KNOWS E X A C T L Y WHAT SHE WANTS WHERE B R I T I S H INVOLVEMENT IN THE 

COMMUNITY AND IN NATO IS CONCERNED UNQUOTE, ONLY DER S P I E G E L STRUCK 

A D I F F E R E N T N O T E , C L A I M I N G THAT AN O B S E R V E R HAD S A I D THAT QUOTE THE 

TWO I IAD SPOKEN C O R D I A L L Y P A S T ONE ANOTHER UNQUOTE. 

3 . AS WAS TO BE E X P E C T E D , THE P R E S S S C R U T I N I S E D WITH P A R T I C U L A R 

CARE THE P R I M E . M I N I S T E R ' S STATEMENTS ON E U R O P E . MOST NEWSPAPERS 

SEEMED ENCOURAGED BY HER C O O P E R A T I V E A P P R O A C H BUT E X P E C T E D B R I T A I N 

TO F I G H T FOR HER I N T E R E S T S J U S T AS STRONGLY AS B E F O R E . ONE OR 

TWO NEWSPAPERS COMMENTED ON THE PR I ME M I N I S T E R ' S F R A N K . A L M O S T 

B R U S Q U E , WAY OF S P E A K I N G ABOUT EUROPE J THE S U E D D E U T S C H E Z E I TUNG FOR 



E X A M P L E , Q U O T I N G B R I T I S H O B S E R V E R S , FOUND T H E S E R E M A R K S OUOTE 

NOT I C E A B L Y HARD U N Q U O T E . HERR S C H M I D T IS QUOTED A S S A Y I N G : QUOTE 

THERE IS A C H A N G E O F S T Y L E IN B R I T I S H P O L I C Y TOWARDS E U R O P E B U T NO 

CHANGE IN THE B A S I C A T T I T U D E U N Q U O T E . T H E P R I M E M I N I S T E R ' S 

WARNING A B O U T B R I T A I N NOT B E I N G QUOTE A S O F T TOUCH UNQUOTE IN 

E U R O P E WERE G I V E N C O N S I D E R A B L E P R O M I N E N C E . 

k. T H E R E WAS N O T I C E A B L Y L I T T L E COMMENT ON D E F E N C E A F F A I R S B U T T H I S 

MAY FOLLOW A F T E R T H E D E F E N C E S E C R E T A R Y ' S T A L K S W I T H HERR A P E L . 

W R I G N T 


