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JIM scow -nopiaNs

Jin Scot-Lopkins dined with me last evening.

he is one of the iost boring men in Lngland.

Le is a Candidate for the Presidency of the

European Assembly, when Madame Veills 21 year term

expires in ecember. 'ihe new President will hold office

until the new Ast3embly is elected in June 1984. Ihe other

Cendidate is Tindemans. (If I hnd a vote, it wouid go to

Tindemans).

however, Jim :-eott-hopkins seems fairly confident

that he will be elected because it is "our tura". If he is

elected (in December) you will have to apoint a new Lea er

of the Go servative Group. In the view of :cott-lopkins,

the leading C ndidates, and in this order, would be:-

henry Plumb

Jack zitewart-Clarke

Diana Llles

14. Pe had two moans:-

(a) when he sees you, he docs not like having Ian Gilmour
and an Official present. -,,hen he does come to see you,
he would prefer to see you on your own with just me
there The metin(, with ,eott-T;opkills are usually
fairly nointless and a waste of your tine any ay).



( b ) At the Liner of the Hxecutive CoAmittee on
'ednesday evening, you made no mention of hurope
or of him:  he was  sitting at the top table. The
other two representatives in the Luropean Asembly
who were present, Jim Spicer and John de Courcy Ling
(the Chief Vhip) equally received no mention. This
is a ludicrous complaint by a small-minded man.

Jim cott-llopkins said that he was stronFly in favour

of you retainin the right to an)oint the L:2ader of the

Conse,vative Group in the luropean Assembly, and against the

Nembers of the Croup electing their own Ldad r ( s:Ably because

he might never have been elected himself).

Finally, he asked whether, beiore the Summer ,ecess,

you would te willing to meet Conservative %' mbers of the

As embly. Your diary is horrific between now and the end of

July. Could you bear to give them an h ur?

There is, I detect, among the Conservative Croup

a feeling that you are less than eothusistic about h rope

and they perceive (rightly) that I am even less enthusiastic

than you. Scott-Hopkins and de Courcy Ling A ve asked me to

visit the uropean :ssem ly for two days i eptember, and I


have said tnat 1 will go.

1:th. June, 1981 I


