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LORD HUNT'S MESSAGE TO THE PRIME MINISTER AND SECRETARY OF STATE.

1. REGRETTABLY TWO SERIOUS MISTAKES OCCURRED IN THE TRA“SM!SSION
OF TH!S TELEGRAM,

2. PARAGRAPH 13 NINTH LINE: ’’DESPARATE’’ (SIC) SHOULD READ
P RLSPARATE N o :

3. PARAGRAPH 13 FIFTEENTH LINE: SOME WORDS HAVE BEEN OMITTED. IT
SHOULD READ ’’THE WHITES IN NAMIBIA, WHO WERE DIFFERENT
FROM THE WHITES IN RHODESIA, WOULD SEE TO IT THAT THEY WON [T.’’

4. THERE IS ALSO A MINOR ERROR IN THE FIRST LINE OF PARAGRAPH
2 WHERE *’DISCUSSION AND TACTICS'’ SHOULD READ *’DISCUSSION OF
TACTICS!?, | |

S« IN THE NINTH SENTENCE OF PARAGRAPH 15 ’*’HAVE’’ SHOULD READ |
"PWAVE' ",
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FROM LORD HUNT /gemﬁl(fuﬁﬁ (7wa bave S ﬁﬂf (L )

| 1e¢ AT YESTERDAY’S TALKS THE PRIME MINISTER WAS ACCOMF ANILD BY

P{R ECQTHA, FOURIE DE- VILLIERS AND GERERAL MALAN, AMD THE
AMBASSADOR ACCOMP AKTED ME,

| | 0F

| I‘f::‘.mr FOLLOWING DISCUSSION 2P TACTICS WITH THE AMBASSADOR | BECIDED

' TO TAKE THE INITIATIVE THIS TIME [N THE HOPE OF AVOIDING A SERILS
OF QUESTIONS OR REQUESTS TO WHICH | SHOULD HAVE TO GIVE STALLING OR
NEGATIVE ANSGWERS. THIS TACTIC wWORKED SUCCESSFULLY,

3, | BEGAN BY SAYING THAT | HAD REFLECTED ON THE PREVIOUS DAY!S
DISCUSSIONS WHICH | HAD FOUND VERY HELFFUL ¢ AND, QLTHUUUH | HAU
NOT CONSULTED MRS THATCHER CVERMIGHT, | HAD TRIED TOQ ENMVISAGE WHiT
HER REACTION TO THEM MIGHT BE, | THOUGHT SHE MIGHT WELL SAY
SUMETHIRGEAIRE THIS, WE BEEMED TG SEE EXE TOUEYE O FiIME

POINTS VIZg~ | |

(A} THERE WAS A SOVIET THREAT TO THE REGION WHICH NEEDED
TC BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY:

l’

{53) SOUTH AFRICA HAD AN IMPORTANT PART WHICH SHE COl D -F Y
I THE REGION AND MORE WIDELY IN AFRICA AND THE WESTERy
WORLDe

(C) BRITAIN HAD A VERY GREAT INTEREST IN THE STASILITY Aix D

PROSFERITY OF THE REGION AND OF SOUTH AFRICAy

(D} WE SHOULD LIKE TC BE ALBLE TO HELP BRING THIS STABILITY
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B, (D)  WE SHOULD LIKE TO BE ABLE TO HELP BRING THI{S STABILITY
AND PROSPERITY ABOUT AND TO MAKE IYT EASIER FOR SCUTH

. . AFREICA TO PLAY TS i "w Sft ROLE BY USING OUR INFLUENCE
WHERE WE CQUL D3

(E) WE COULD DO THIS MORE EFFECTIVELY BEHIND THE SCENES AND
COULD IN ANY CASE NOT BE SEEN TO ACT AS A SPOKESMAN FOR
SOUTH AFRICA, PARTIGULARLY WHEN WE HAD RESERVATIONS
ABOUT HER POLICIES,

4, THE EXTENT TO WdICH WE COULD BUILD ON THESE FO!&TQ OF AGREEMENT
AND MAKE OUR INFLUENCE FELT WAS HOWEVER BOUND TO BE GOVERMED BY
THE PERCEPTION OF CHANGES TAKING PLACE IN SOUTH AFRICA. WE HAD
NO INTENTION OF PRESCRIEING WHAT THESE CHANGES MIGHT BE OR, FOR
EXAMPLE, PRESSING THEM TO ACCEPT ONE MAK ONE VOTE. WE
RECOGNISED THAT THEY HAD BUILT AN ECONOMY ARD CIVILISATION
THAT THEY DID NHOT WISH TD SEE DESTROYED. [T WOULD HOWEVER BE
ESSENTIAL FOR THEM TO MANAGE THE PROCESS OF CHANGE SO THAY |IT
HAD WiDE-SPREAD DEMONSTRABLE ACCEPTANGE LNCLUDING THE NON-WHITE
POPULATIOna IN THE MEANTIME T WAS VITAL TO AVOID A MAJOR COLFRONT A~
TICH OVER NAMIBIA WRECKING WHAT WAS BOUND TO BE A GRADUAL AND STEP
BY STEP PROCESS. | HOPED WE ALSC AGREED THAT THE NEW ZIMBABWERN
COVERNMENT MUST BE GIVEN A FAIR chamca OF SUCCESS AND THAT THEY
WOULD DO ALL THELY COULD TO ASSIST THIS AND THUS TC KEEP MUGABE ON
MODERATE COURSE. AS REGARDS THE SCVIET THREAT, WE BOTH
PECOL ISED IT AS REAL AND MENACING BUT WE SAW |IT AS LARGELY POLITICAL
AND CPPORTUNISTIC WHEREAS THEY SEEMED TO PERCEIVE SOME GRAND
MILITARY DESIGN, PERHA®S THIS REFLECTED OUR DIFFERENT GEOGRAVHICAL
STANDPOINTS. WE SAW THE THREAT IN A WORLD-WIDE CONTEXT WHEREAS
THEY WERE NATURALLY PREOCCUPIED WITH AFRICA: AND WE DREW A SHASFE
DISTINCTION BETWEEN AFRICAN NATIONALISM AND MARXISM EVEN THOUGH THE
THO COULD OVERLAP,

5« THERE WERE, HOWEVER, TWwO FOIRTS ON WHICH THE PREViOUS
DISCUSSIONS HAD LEFT ME UNCLEAR. WHAT DID HE REALLY MEAN BY HIS
CONSTELLATION OF STATES (DEA WHICH SEEMED INTENDED TO MARRY
DOMESTIC CHANGE WITH BETTER RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA’S NEIGH=
BOURE?  WHO WOULD BE JNVOLVED? HOW WOULD T WORK? WHAT WouLDd s&
THE CITIZENSHIP POSITION OF AFRICANS OUTSIDE THE ﬁﬁ'L#NDH EtOT

MY SECOHD DOUBT RELATED TO HIS FROPOSAL FOR DETAILED DISCUSSIGNS
ABCUT THE WHOLE ReGION **COUNTRY BY COUMTRY’'. WHAT HAD HE RhéLL
IN MIND? TAKE, FOR EXAMPLE, ZAMBIA., WAS HE SAYING THAT We
SHOULD DISCUSS WHETHER T¢ HELP ZAMELA QR TO DAMAGE HER: OR TD SEEX
TO BRING gluuT CHANGES N Z”? Al POLICIES? - THE DIFFICULTIES IR
VHE waY OF sucH 4 Disp USSICN WERE OBMIGHS,  WHEREAS A Bfuepa 1
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THE VﬁV Uc UC% A DSS(UQ@!LM WERE OBVIQUS, WHEREAS A GENERAL TCUR
JYHORITZON MIGHT SERVE GTTLE UEPOSE,

@ . THE FRIME MINISTER THANKED ME FOR THESE REMARKS AND SAID THAT
HE AGREED WE SAW A NUMBER OF THINGS THE SAME WAY., HE WOULD MAKE
A NUMRER OF COMMENTS IN REPLY. DY WAY OF PREFACE, HE WOULD SAY
HONESTLY THAT HE HAD BEEN BROUGHT UP TO DISLIKE BRITAIN —~ AND HIS
PEOPLE HAD HAD GOOD REASON FOR THAT. BUT HE HAD TO ADMIT
OBJECTIVELY THAT SIHCE BRITAIN HAD RETIRED FROM THE CCHTRE OF THE
STAGE THE WORLD'S AFFAIRS HAD TAKFH A TURN FOR THE WORSE.

1

7. HE PREFERRED KOT TO SPEAK ABOUT *fCHANGE'® I THE INTERNAL

CONTEXT 'SINCE RADICAL LEFT-WINGERS TRIED TO MAKE POLITICAL CAPITAL
OUT-OF .1T« HE LIKED TO TALK INSTEAD OF DEVELOPMENT AND OF

PPURLIFTING?®  THE LESS ADVANCED ELEMENTS IN THE POPULATION

THROUGH EETTER EDUCATION, TRAINING, HOUSING, HEALTH AND

EMPLOYMENT . SOME PEOPLE THOUGHT IN TERMS OF ONE MAN ONE VOTE M

A UNITARY STATE, BUT HE BELIEVED THEY WERE WRONG. JUST AS THE |
NATIOMAL PARTY HAD SELF-DETERMINATION FOR THE WHITE MINORITY AS |
ONE OF ITS FOUNDING PRINCIPLES, SO SELF-DETERMINATION SHOULD BE
THE GUIDING PRINCIPLE FOR THE OTHER PEGPLES, THESE PEOPLES WERE

IN ANY CASE TOO DIVERSIFIED AND JEALOUS OF £ACH OTHER TO MAKE

MAJORITY RULE N A UNITARY STATE A PRACTICAL ANSWER. (MR BOTHA

GAVE A NUMBER OF SPECIFIC EXAMPLES TO ILLUSTRATE THIS POINT.)

THEY MUST BE HELFED INSTEAD TO RUN THEIR OWN AFFAIRS, FOR EXAMPLE

HE WANTED TO SEE A ZULU NATION AGAIN IH ITS OWN CONSOLIDATED AREA.

HE WAS VORKING ON THESE THINGS BUT THEY WOULD TAKE TIHE (**MORE

THAM JUST A YEAR OR TW0''). PEOPLE HAD TO BE TRAINED TO GOVERN
THEMSELVES POLITICALLY.

B8, TURNING TO THE CONCEPT OF A COHSTELLATION OF STATES MR BOTHA
EXPLAINED THAT THERE WERE THREE DIFFERENT TYFES OF STATE TQ TAKE
INTO ACCOUNT: THE HOMEL ANDS WHICH WERE NOT YET INDEPENDENT, THOSE
STATES WHICH SOUTH AFRICA HAD KELPED TO INDEPENDENGE (TRANSKED,
BOPHUTATSWANA, VENDA), AND NEIGHBOURING INDEPENDENT STATES.

THE FIRST TWO GROUPS WERE PART OF THE RAND MONETARY AREA AND

NEEDED TO COORDINATE THEIR POLICIES IN THE ECONOMIC AND COMMERCI AL
FIELDS AND OVER SUCH PRACTICAL MATTERS AS TRANSFORT, HEALTH AND
WATER RESOURCES. THEY COULD ALSO HAVE CLOSE COSFERATION N
SECURITY AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS., THLY SHOULD MEET TOGETHER AT LEAL
ANNUALLY 24D IN COMMITTEES TO DISCUSS THEIR COMMON PROBLEMS AND
COULD HAVE A DEVELOPMENT BANK AND SOME FOR! OF JOINT SECRETARIAT.

HE WOULD ALSO WELCOME THE P&PTIC!vaTaGH OF NEIGHBOURING INDEPENDENT
STATES ON CONDITION THAT THERE WAS NO INTERFERENCE IN EACH OTHER'S
INTERNAL AFFAIRS,  THE CwUéimatb OF THE REGION HAD WUCH TO QFFER
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INTERN AL AFFAIRS. THE COUMTRIES OF THE REGION HAD MUCH TO OFFER
ONE ANOTHER AND SOUTH AFRICA DID NOT WiSH TO DOMINATEZ THE OTHERS.

@, | juovER TO A QUESTION MR BOTHA SAID THAT IN THE CONSTELLATIO!
CONTEXT BLACKS I# THE REPUBLIC ITSELF WOULD BE ABLE TO ENJOY A
FORM CF LOCAL ADMINISTRATION OF PIHIGHER THAN HUNICIP AL STATUS’’.
THIS TOO WOULD TAKE TIVE SINCE IF THEY WERE GIVEN |T BEFORE THEY
WERE READY IT WOULD BE LIKE GIVING A PISTOL TO A CHILD AND TELLING

H‘M ‘T hAS P &DY TO U"i{:q

16. MR BOTHA WENT ON BRIEFLY 70O OUTLINE THE SEPARATE CCHRSTITUTICHAL
ARRANGEMENTS WHICH HET AAD 1d MIND FOR THE COLCURED AND INDIAN
FOPULATIONS, BUT DID NOT GO INTO DETAILS. ON A SEPARATE POINT

HE SAID THAT HE UNDERSTOOD WHY rEOPLE N THE STATES WHICH S0OUTH
AFRICA HAD HELPED TO INDEPENDENCE DID NOT LiKE HAYING TC GIVE UP
THEIR SOUTH AFRICAN CITIZENSHIP. A MINFSTERIAL COMMITTEE WAS
WORKING ON THIS FRODLEM AND 1T COULD BE THAT S50 ETHING AKIWN TO
DICOVMONWEALTE CITIZENSHIP "  WOULD BE THE RIGHT ANSVER.

11le ON THE SOVIET THREAT HE SAID THAT HE DID HOT THINK TnaT THE
QUSSTANS WOULD ALLOW THEMSELVES TO BECOME DIRECTLY INVOLVED
MILITARILY S0 FAR FROM THEIR OWN BORDERS. THEIR LINES CF COMMUNT-
CATION WOULD BE TOQ STRETCHED, THEY WOULD WORK INSTEAD THROUGH
SURROGATES SUCH AS THE CUBANS AND EAST GERMANS. MOREQYER AS HE
HAD FORECEEN WHEN THE BRITISH FLEET WITHDREW FROM THE INDIAN OCEAN
THE RUSS]ANS COULD NOW APPLY THEIR SEA POWER IN THE AREA, AS FOR
WHAT BRITISH INTELLIGENCE YOLD US OF RUSSIAN INTENTIONS, HE COULD
ONLY SAY THAT UNMLIKE SOUTH AFRICAN INTELLIGENCE QUR INFCRMATION C
RHODESIA HAD BEEN BADLY WROMG WHEN WE HAU FORECAST THAT MUZORENA
WOULD EASILY WIN THE ELECTION. (1 CONTESTED THIS AND THERE FOLLOWED
SOME COOD-MATURED REPARTEE ABOUT WHO HAD SAID WHAT.)

b

12, TURNING TO ZIYMBABWE MR BOTHA SAID THAT HE HAD REGEIVED A VISIT
FROM AN INTERMED| ARY RECENTLY (*'HO NAMES NO PACK DRILL'') AYD HAD
ASKED BIM WHETHER MUGABRE WOULD HONOUR RHODESIA?S FINANCLAL DEBYS
OF MORE THAM 4p0 MILLICN RAND TO SOUTH AFRICA AND WOULD PREVINT

THE ANC FROM USING ZIMBABWE AS A BASE FRDM WH{ICH TO ATTACK SOUTH
AFRICA. WHEN | ASKED HIM WHETHER HE HAD HAD A REFLY HE SAID THAT
HE HAD HOT. 1 SAID THAT | UNDERSTOCD MUGABE HAD AGREED OGN BOTH
POINTS. (HE DID HOT DISPUTE THIS AND N GUBSEQUEHT CONVERSATION
AFTER THE MEETING FOURIE CONFIRMED THAT MUGALE WOULD GIVE A WRITTER
ASSURANCE ON THE DEBTS IMMEDIAVELY AFTER IHDEPEADENCEL) MR BOTHA
WEHMT Of TO MAKE 1T CLEAR THAT 1IN GENERAL THE S A G WOULD SUSFEND
JUDGHENT ON THE €O u\SE OF THEIR FUTURE RELATIONS W{TH ZIMBABWE AHD
WOULD HOT ENTER INTO ANY NEW CBLIGATIONS (a8 DISTINCT FROH
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WOULD NOT ENTER INTO ANY NEW CBLIGATIONS (AS DISTIRCT FRO™
FULFILLING PREVIOUS ONES)Y UNTIL THEY COULD SEE HOW MUGABE’

8
GHOD IRTENTIONS STOOD UP TO THE FRESSURES HE WOULD UNIOUBTEDLY

@ ¢ unnen.

13, AT MY SUGGESTION WE DID NOT HAVE ANY FURTHER DETAILED DISCUSSION
OF THE IMMEDIATE PROBLEMS FACING US N NAMIBLA, HAVING GONE OVER

THE GROUND THOROUGHLY THE DAY BEFORC. EUT MR BOTHA READILY AGREED
THAT WE BOTH HAD GOOD REASONS TO AVOID AN IMMEDIATE CONFRONTATION

AND HE EMPHASISED ONCE AGAIN THAT TIME WAS NEEDED, HE REALISED

THAT WE DID NOT WANT TG RUSH MATTERS AND HE THOUGHT THE SAME WAS
PROBABLY TRUE OF THE GERMANS, FRENCH AND CANAD!IANS, EUT THE
AMERICANS SEEMED BENT ON FORCING THE IS3UE. LIKEWISE THE FRONT

LINE STATES. THE LATTER WERE REALLY A VERY DESPARATE GROUP AND HAD
SERIOUS PROBLEMS OF THEIR OWN TO CONTEND WiTH., COULD WE NOT GET

THEM TO SEE THAT THEY WERE ' *PLAYING WITH FIRE®® (N SOUTHERN AFR)C:
AND ESPECIALLY 1N NAMIBIA? IF THEY FORCED A CONFRONTATION NGV

THERE WOULD BE WAR. HE DID NOT WANT A WAR BECAUSE IT WOULD SOLVE
N{I}I.mfdll%g NﬁlgTW ]?!RE‘:;"{]S)ILFHPEI{’E%\I TE F%%MN "I‘;ZI}E fli%I{;I'It“]zg i Igl ODEiSFI_[; & .Cﬁf"'i AL
WHITES N XRODESINE  WOULD GEE TO [T THAT THEY WON 1Ty HE HOPED

WE MIGHF BE ABLE TOQ MAKE THE FLS SEE SEWSE, BUT HE WAS NOT PRISSING
ME FOR AN ANSWER TO HIS QUESTION NMOW AND WOULD LEAVE IT AT THAT,

14e THE MEETING ENDED WITH WARM EXPRESSIONS OF THANKS AND GOOD
WISHES ON EOTH SIDES,

ASSESSMENT
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15 THE ATMOSPHERE WAS VERY GOOD THROUGHOUT: FRIENDLY AND

RELAXED BUT MC GLOSSING OVER OF DIFFERENCES. 1T WAS INTERESTING
THAT | WAS NOT PRESSED AT ALL ON SCME OF THE PCINTS WHICH CouLD
HAVE BEEN DIFFICULT. IN PARTICULAR HE DID NOT RESPOND TO MY
QUESTION (FARA 5 ABCVE)Y ABOUT THE PURPOSE OF MORE DETA!LFD BILAT =~
ERAL TALKS. NOR DID HE PICK UP MY REMARK (PARA 2 OF THE T U R)
THAT MRS THATCHER HOFED TO SEE HIM AGAIN *’Q0ME TIME®? OR SUGGEST
AN EARLY MEETIRG BETWEEN THE TWD OF THEM. IT 1S OF COURSE JUST
POSSIBLE THAT HE JUDCED MY REMARKS S0 NEGATIVE THAT HE FELT REBUFFED
AND WAS WRITING US OFF, ON RALANCE (AND THE AMBASSADOR AGREES)

| DOUBT IF THIS WAS THE CASEs AND FIK BOTHA WENT OUT OF HiS WAY,
WAEN | SAW HiM AT DINNER LAST HNIGHT, TO SAY THAY THE PRIME
MINISTER HAD DEEN WELL SATISFIED. 1T SEEMS LIKELY THAT, AS O SO
MARY OTHER POINTS, P W BOTHA HAD NOT THOUGHT THROUGH THE PROFOSALS
I HiIS LETTER REFQRE HE SENT 1T AND WAS COMING HiMSELF TO SEE THFE
DIFFICULTIES IN SOME OF HiS IDEAS. FOR EXAMPLE, WHILE HE WOULD =3F




L GIFFLCULTIES |N SOME OF HIS IDEAS. FOR LxHaPLF' WHILE HE WOULD 58
@ ::DY T DISCUSS THE POSITION IN OTHER AFRICAN COUNTRIES HE CLEARLY

DOES NOT WANT TO PRESSED ON THE PRECISE CHANGES HE ENVISAGE
(4 SCUTH AFRICA lTSﬁLF. UNDOUBTEDLY H1S LETTER WAS INSPIRED BY A
KEEN SEANSE OF SOUTH AFRICA'S 1SOLATIOH AND 1T 1S POSSIBLE THAT FOR
A MOMENT HE FELT WE COULD WAVE SOME KIND OF MAGIC WAND FOR THEM.
| THINK HE NOW SEES THAT THIS 1S QUITE UNREM ISTIC AND THAT HE HAS
COME TO THIS CONCLUSION FOR HIMSELF, HIS LAST WORDS TO ME WERE
s EVEN IF KOTHING FURTHER COMES OF THIS VISIT | AM CLAD YOU CAME
A4D 1 HAVE FOUND OUR DISCUSSIONS VALUABLE®?, | PROMISED TO REPCRT
FAITHFULLY EVERYTHUING HE SALD,

b
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16 | THIKK THAT OUR OPTIONS REMAIN OFPEN. WE CAN LEY THt WHOLE
THING DROP WITHOUT, | JUDGE, CAUSIHG QFLAT SURPRISE Ol
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AENTT OR WE CAN SEEK TO FOLLOW UP SCME ASFECTS THROUGH HMORE KO
CHANNELS: OR WE COULD SUGGEST A MINISTERIAL VISIT (HERE OR IN
LONDON) AT AN APPROPRIATE TIME. IN THEIR PRESENT SENSITIVE AND
0L ATED MOOD SOME KIND .OF FOLLOW UF OF A INNOCUOUS KIND COULD
WELL PAY DIVIDENDS IN RESTRAINING THEM FROM SELF-DEFEATING CCURSES.
!

17; IN SHORT, Nu BREﬁK*YnﬁOUGH BUT WE Dlﬂ NOT [L}ELT OME. BU
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| HOPE MO DAMAZE ETTHER. MY OUN FEELIHG WAS THAT ON anﬂ:LE THE
VISIT WAS WORTHWHILE AS A FRIENDLY GESTUmE WH1CH ALSO SERVED TC
BRING OUT MORE CLEARLY wHAT WE CQULD AND COULD HOT 20. THE
AMEASS ADOR WILL OF COURSE REPORT ARY SUZSEQUENT FEELD-BACK.
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