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As agreed t h i s morning on the telephone, the Lord P r i v y 


S e a l r a i s e d the q u e s t i o n of s e c u r i t y arrangements f o r the 

Prime M i n i s t e r a t Tokyo at h i s l u n c h w i t h the Japanese F o r e i g n 


M i n i s t e r today. While e x p r e s s i n g the Prime M i n i s t e r ' s 


a p p r e c i a t i o n of arrangements i n hand, the Lord P r i v y S e a l 


e x p l a i n e d t h a t the Prime M i n i s t e r would p r e f e r t h a t , as i n 

t h i s c o u n t r y , h er p e r s o n a l s e c u r i t y were t r e a t e d on the same 

b a s i s as t h a t of o t h e r Prime M i n i s t e r s , and t h a t she should 


not have, as some r e p o r t s had suggested, a s p e c i a l detachment 


of female bodyguards. This p o i n t was r e i n f o r c e d by o f f i c i a l s 


w i t h Mr Sonoda's P r i v a t e S e c r e t a r y , and the Lord P r i v y S e a l i s 

s a t i s f i e d t h a t the p o i n t has been w e l l t a k e n and a p p r e c i a t e d . 


We would propose t o f o l l o w t h i s up immediately by i n s t r u c t i n g 


HM Embassy i n Tokyo t o d i s c u s s the matter w i t h t h e a p p r o p r i a t e 

Japanese a u t h o r i t i e s , making c l e a r the Prime M i n i s t e r ' s wishes 


i n t h i s matter. 


I am copying t h i s l e t t e r t o M a r t i n V i l e . 


S J Gomersal'l 

P r i v a t e S e c r e t a r y 

t o the L o r d P r i v y S e a l 


Bryan C a r t l e d g e Esq 


No 10 Downing S t r e e t 
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P S / L o r d P r i v y S e a l 

ECONOMIC S U M M I T , TOKYO 

1. S i r J o h n H u n t t e l e p h o n e d t h i s m o r n i n g t o s p e a k a b o u t a / _ r e p o r t 
w h i c h a p p e a r e d on B r i t i s h t e l e v i s i o n , when t h e G e n e r a l E l e c t i o n 
r e s u l t s w e r e a n n o u n c e d , t h a t when M r s T h a t c h e r a t t e n d e d t h e T o k y o 
S u m m i t , 20 " k a r a t e l a d i e s " w o u l d a t e n d h e r . S i r J o h n H u n t r a i s e d 
t h i s w i t h h i s J a p a n e s e c o l l e a g u e a t l a s t w e e k ' s W a s h i n g t o n S h e r p a s ' 
M e e t i n g ; t h e l a t t e r t o l d h im t h a t t h i s r e p o r t i s i n f a c t t r u e . 
S i r J o h n s a i d t h a t M r s T h a t c h e r w i l l a t t e n d t h e Summi t as 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r a n d n o t as a woman p e r _ s e a n d he was s u r e t h a t s h e 
w o u l d n o t w a n t t h e s e l a d i e s ; p r e s s r e a c t i o n i n p a r t i c u l a r w o u l d be 
u n a c c e p t a b l e . He a s k e d a b o u t a c t i o n t o be t a k e n . 

2 . I s a i d t h a t on e v e n m i n o r S u m m i t a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a r r a n g e m e n t s 
t h e J a p a n e s e MFA h a v e s o f a r p r o v e d i n t r a c t a b l e a n d t h e p o l i c e a r e 
r e p o r t e d t o be e v e n m o r e s o ; a h i g h - l e v e l a p p r o a c h i s t h e r e f o r e 
n e c e s s a r y . S h o r t l y a f t e r w a r d s I l e a r n t t h a t S i r I a n G i l m o u r i s 
g i v i n g t h e J a p a n e s e F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r l u n c h t o m o r r o w . S i r J o h n H u n t 
s p o k e w i t h Mr S t o w e , who s u b s e q u e n t l y t e l e p h o n e d me t o r e i t e r a t e 
t h a t t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r w o u l d n o t want k a r a t e l a d i e s . I t was a g r e e d 
t h a t S i r I a n G i l m o u r s h o u l d be a s k e d t o r a i s e t h e m a t t e r a t 
t o m o r r o w ' s l u n c h . 

3. T h e J a p a n e s e p o l i c e h a v e r e c e i v e d t h r e a t s f r o m v a r i o u s 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s t h a t an e f f o r t w i l l be made t o d i s r u p t t h e T o k y o S u m m i t 
by v a r i o u s m e a n s ; t h e r e i s ( a s y e t ) no s p e c i f i c t h r e a t t o t h e UK 
D e l e g a t i o n i t s e l f . T h e p h y s i c a l s e c u r i t y a r r a n g e m e n t s f o r t h e 
s a f e t y o f M i n i s t e r s i s a l w a y s t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f t h e h o s t 
G o v e r n m e n t . T h e J a p a n e s e p o l i c e w i l l b r i n g i n 26,000 p o l i c e t o c o p e 
w i t h what w i l l c l e a r l y be v e r y i n t e n s i v e s e c u r i t y a r r a n g e m e n t s 
i n d e e d . T h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r w o u l d l i k e t o be t r e a t e d i n e x a c t l y t h e 
same m a n n e r as t h e o t h e r v i s i t i n g H e a d s o f D e l e g a t i o n ; i t i s n o t t h e 
d e g r e e o f p r o t e c t i o n t h a t i s i n q u e s t i o n b u t t h e p a r t i c u l a r m e a n s o f 
c a r r y i n g i t o u t . I f o t h e r D e l e g a t i o n l e a d e r s , f o r e x a m p l e a r e e a c h 
b e i n g a s s i g n e d 20 k a r a t e g e n t l e m e n , t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r w o u l d h a v e no 
o b j e c t i o n t o t h i s ; b u t s h e d o e s n o t w i s h t o be s i n g l e d o u t . S h e h a s 
n o t h a d i n t h e p a s t a n d d o e s n o t h a v e n o w , a n y f e m a l e S p e c i a l B r a n c h 
o f f i c e r s . 

4. On t h e a s s u m p t i o n t h a t t h i s r e q u e s t i s a c c e p t e d , a n y s u b s e q u e n t 
p r e s s e n q u i r i e s a s t o why t h e k a r a t e l a d i e s w i l l n o t a p p e a r s h o u l d 
be p l a y e d down a s much as p o s s i b l e , b o t h by t h e J a p a n e s e a n d o u r s e l v e s . 

5. I h a v e c o n s u l t e d F R D , PUSD a n d S e c u r i t y D e p a r t m e n t ; PCD i s n o t 
t h e l e a d D e p a r t m e n t f o r p h y s i c a l s e c u r i t y a r r a n g e m e n t s b u t i n t h e 

/ i n t e r e s t s 

C O N F I D E N T I A L 



i n t e r e s t s o f s p e e d i t h a s b e e n a g r e e d t h a t we s h o u l d p u t t h i s 
t o y o u . 

E A D e e v e s ( M i s s ) 
C o n f e r e n c e a n d V i s i t s S e c t i o n 

21 May 1979 P r o t o c o l aid C o n f e r e n c e D e p a r t m e n t 

c c :	 P S / S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e 
P S / P e r m a n e n t U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y 
F i n a n c i a l R e l a t i o n s D e p a r t m e n t 
F a r E a s t e r n D e p a r t m e n t 
P e r m a n e n t U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y ' s D e p a r t m e n t 
S e c u r i t y D e p a r t m e n t 

Mr K R S t o w e , 10 D o w n i n g S t r e e t 


P S / S i r J o h n H u n t , C a b i n e t O f f i c e 
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