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You wrote to P e t e r C a r r i n g t o n on 18 September about the p o s s i b i l i t y 

of b r i n g i n g out an o f f i c i a l p u b l i c a t i o n s e t t i n g out our case on the 

Community Budget. 


We have seen the d r a f t paper prepared by your o f f i c i a l s i n J u l y 

which you suggest might be used as a model. T h i s was a u s e f u l 

statement of the problem as i t was seen a t t h a t time. But I have 

s t r o n g r e s e r v a t i o n s about the wisdom of p u b l i s h i n g any s o r t of 

o f f i c i a l p o s i t i o n paper on our budget problem i n the run-up to the 

Dublin European C o u n c i l . 


I b e l i e v e t h a t informed B r i t i s h p u b l i c opinion i s a l r e a d y aware of 

the f a c t s and f i g u r e s . There was good coverage i n t h i s week's 

Economist, f o r i n s t a n c e . I doubt whether an o f f i c i a l paper would 

add to the g e n e r a l u nderstanding of our c a s e . There i s indeed a r i s k 

t h a t any p o i n t s on which our paper d i f f e r e d from t h e Commission's 

r e f e r e n c e paper would be p i c k e d up by our opponents and used to c a s t 

doubt on the r e l i a b i l i t y of both papers. I t h i n k we should s t i c k to 

the Commission's f i g u r e s which support our case and have the merit 

of being seen t o be n e u t r a l . 


Moreover an o f f i c i a l statement of the B r i t i s h c a s e would c o n s t i t u t e 

a y a r d - s t i c k a g a i n s t which what we achieve a t Du b l i n would be judged. 

A p u b l i s h e d paper could t u r n out to be a v a l u a b l e quarry f o r the 

Government's c r i t i c s as w e l l as f o r the a n t i - E u r o p e a n s . There i s 

a l s o a danger t h a t a move of the kind you contemplate would be seen 

by our p a r t n e r s as an attempt to inflame B r i t i s h p u b l i c opinion i n 
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advance of d i s c u s s i o n at Dublin. That i s not the kind of t a c t i c 

t h e y would respond to. 


I t i s becoming c l e a r i n b i l a t e r a l meetings t h a t the s t r e n g t h of our 

c a s e i s acknowledged, but t h a t the d e c i s i o n to do something about 

i t w i l l be taken only at Head of Government l e v e l . The Anglo-

F r e n c h and Anglo-German summits w i l l be c r u c i a l . These must be 

backed up by a s e r i e s of b i l a t e r a l c o n t a c t s a t M i n i s t e r i a l and 

o f f i c i a l l e v e l . T h i s i s the p r e s s u r e p o i n t ; and I b e l i e v e our 

e n e r g i e s should be devoted p r i m a r i l y i n t o p u t t i n g our case over to 

the o t h e r Governments r a t h e r than at home. 


I r e c o g n i s e t h a t t h e r e may be P a r l i a m e n t a r y p r e s s u r e f o r the 

p u b l i c a t i o n of scoe kind of statement of our p o s i t i o n . But I hope 

t h i s can be r e s i s t e d . 


I am copying t h i s l e t t e r to the Prime M i n i s t e r , Members of OD(E) 

and S i r John Hunt. 
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