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1 0 D O W N I N G S T R E E T 

from //ie Prhate Secretary 29 October 1979 

BL 


As I t o l d you on t h e t e l e p h o n e , t h e Prime M i n i s t e r 
has s e r i o u s doubts about t h e d r a f t Answer [on B r i t i s h L e y l a n d 
a t t a c h e d t o S i r K e i t h Joseph's l e t t e r o f 26 October. I n i t s 
p r e s e n t f o r m , she t h i n k s t h e d r a f t g i v e s t o o many hostages t o 
f o r t u n e and t h a t i  t i s l i k e l y t o r e s u l t i n a g r e a t d e a l o f 
m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g - and a t w o r s t , t h a t t h e Government w i l l be 
accused o f d o i n g a "U t u r n " . For h e r p a r t , t h e Prime M i n i s t e r 
i s n o t persuaded t h a t i t i s necessary t o make any s t a t e m e n t 
b e f o r e t h e r e s u l t o f t h e b a l l o t i s announced; b u t i  f t h e r e 
i s t o be some k i n d o f s t a t e m e n t , she t h i n k s i t e s s e n t i a l t h a t 
t h e s t a t e m e n t s h o u l d be c o n f i n e d t o r e i t e r a t i n g t h e 1977 
assurance. I t w o u l d be most unwise, i n her v i e w , f o r S i r F e i t h 
t o comment on what t h e BL Board may o r may n o t do. Moreover, 
t h e p r e s e n t d r a f t t o o e a s i l y g i v e s i t h e i m p r e s s i o n t h a t w i t h a 
"yes" v o t e , t h e Government w i l l p r o v i d e BL w i t h t h e e x t r a funds 
which t h e y a r e l i k e l y t o ask f o r . 

I suggest t h a t , i f S i r K e i t h w ishes t o go ahead w i t h some 

k i n d o f s t a t e m e n t , b e f o r e t h e r e s u l t o f t h e b a l l o t i s announced, 

he s h o u l d r a i s e t h e m a t t e r w i t h t h e Prime M i n i s t e r when he co les 

t o see h e r t h i s a f t e r n o o n . 


I am s e n d i n g c o p i e s o f t h i s l e t t e r t o I a n F a i r (Tepartment 
o f Employment), Godfrey Robson ( S c o t t i s h O f f i c e ) , f t u a r t Hampson 
(Department o f T r a d e ) , I ah ImS5w3L3L (Law O f f i c e r s ' Department) 
and t o M a r t i n V i l e ( C a b i n e t O f f i c e ) . 

I  . K. C'-,. E l l i s o n , Esq., 

Department o f I n d u s t r y . 
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