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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary : 29 October 1979

BL

As I told you on the telephone, the Prime Minister
has serious doubts about the draft Answer%on British Leyland
attached to Sir Keith Joseph's letter of 26 October. In its
present form, she thinks the draft gives too many hostages to
fortune and that it is likely to result in a great deal of
misunderstanding - and at worst, that the Government will be
accused of doing a "U turn". For her part, the Prime Minister
is not persuaded that it is necessary to make any statement
before the result of the ballot is announced; but if there
is to be some kind of statement, she thinks it essential that
the statement should be confined to reiterating the 1977
assurance. It would be most unwise, in her view, for Sir l'eith
to comment on what the BL Board may or may not do. Moreover,
the present draft too easily gives.: the impression that with a
"yes'" vote, the Government will provide BL with the extra funds
which they are likely to ask for. %

I suggest that, if Sir Keith wishes to go ahead with some
kind of statement, before the result of the ballot is announced,
he should raise the matter with the Prime Minister when he co ies
to see her this afternoon.

I am sending copies of this letter to Ian Fair (Tepartment
of Employment), Godfrey ﬁogson (Scottish Office), “tuart Hampson
(Department of Trade), ieh-Madwell (Law Officers' Department)
and to Martin Vile (Cabinet Office).

I P LANKESTER

I. K. Cé.Bllison, Bsqg.,
Department of Industry.
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