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FROM DUBLIN 161115Z JULY 11931,

TO IMMEDIATE £ C O
TELEGRA NUMBER 245 OF 1
AND TO IMMEDIATE ¥ | & BELFAST

HUNGER STRIKE: MEDIA REACTIONS,

1. TCODAY’S DUBLIN PAPERS GIVE A GUARDED WELCOME TO H M G*3
DECISION TO ALLOW THE | C R C TO VISIT NOXTHERN IRELAND PRISCNS,
THE JRISH TIME3 REPORTS THAT THE IRISH GOVERNMENT 213 NOT HUGELY
CPTIMISTIC ABOUT AN EARLY SETTLEMENT OF THE H BLOCK3S CRI5IS?* AS

A RESULT OF THE INITIATIVE, AND AN EDITORIAL URGES THAT **'THE
OPTIMISM RAISED BY THE INTERVENT |ON CF THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROS3
IN. THE LONG KESH CRISIS MUST CE OF A GUARBED AND LIMITEL KINDe??
HOWEVER, THE EDITORIAL GOES ON TC SAY THAT **|T 15 NEVER TOO

SOON TO HOPE,'’ AND SPEAKS APPROVINGLY OF THE DECI5 10N TO SEND

IN AN OFFICIAL OF THE N | © TO [2AD MR OATKINSG? STATEMENT TU THE
PRISCNERG. COMMERT 1N THE (FIHE GAEL) 1R154 14UDEPENDENT CENTRES
THE NEW INITIATIVE A5 BEING A RESPUNSE TO THE 1alsH GOVERNAENT? 3
ATTEMPTS TO PUT PRESIURE O THE BRITISH COVERNMENT, THE EDITORIAL
IN THE IRISH PRESS 8 GRUDGING AND SUSPICIOUS oF THE MOVE, BUT
CONCLUDES *?0F THE HEAS OF THE INTCRNATIONAL RED wHUS3 COMMITTEE? S
INTERVEMTION MEANS THAT N3 THATCHER AND HER AUVISERS ARE AWAREN ) NG
FROM THE DELUDED VIS)ON THAT MISLED THEM FOR 30 LONG OVER THIS

I95UE, THEW IT 15 TO e GREATLY wELOUME, ??

il

Y

«e A GOVERNMENT SPOKESHMAN ISSUED THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT LATE LAST
NIGHT: *? 4 VIEW OF ALL THAT 1S AT STAKE AT THIS AOMENT, THE

GUVERNMENT FEELS THAT IT oHAULD REFRAIN FROM ANY COAMENT Ol THE
LATEST DEVELOPMENT OF WHIGA 1T WAS INFCWRAED RARLIER THIS SVEMING
3Y THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT,*?
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GROUPS 275 © CONFIDENTIAL
GONF 1 DENT 1 AL . |
FROM DUBLIN 16125€2 JULY 1981, '
T0 IMMEDIATE F € O

TELEGRAM NUMEER £47 OF 16 JULY |
AND TO IMMEDIATE N | O BELFAST |

HUNGER STRIKE: MY TELNC 245

{. PROFCSSOR DOOGE ASKED ME TO CALL AT 1930 PM TODAY. HE WAS |
LWCCOMPANIED BY MR OfROURKE, HE SAID THAT HE WANTED TO MAKE CLEAR |
AT THE TAOISEACH SAID AT OUR MEETING YESTERDAY EVENING, |
THIS WAS THAT THE SUGCEsS OF THE FRESENT BRITISH INITIATIVE WILL |
NEPEND ON  THE EXTENT TO WHICH THE CLARIFICATION OFFERED BY THE 4
OFFICIAL VISITING THE PRISON OF THE MOVEMENT THE BRITISH GOVERN= i
MENT 15 PREPARED TO MAKE AFTER THE STRIKE ENDS WOULD GO TO MEET

THE POSITION SET GUT BY THE IRISH COMMISS108 FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE.

ic REALISED THAT OF COURSE THERE wAS NO POSSIEILITY OF ALL TA13

BT inG TAKEN IHTO ACCOUNT WHEN THE OFFICIAL VISITED THE MAZE

YESTERDAY. SUT THEY VERY MUCH HOPED ANOTHER VISIT COULD 3k PAID

VERY SGUN, THEY WERE WATURALLY DISAPPCINTED AS NO DOUBY WE WERE

THAT THE HUNGER STRIKERS MAD NOT TAKEN THE OPPGRTUNITY TO ASK

QUESTIONS AEOUT THE & JULY STATEMENT YESTERDAY. THIS MADE A FURTHER

VIS1T NECESSARY AND URGENT ESFECIALLY AS THEY THOUGHT DOMERTY

M GAT KOT LIVE THROUGH TONIGHT.

5. | SAID THAT THE QUESTION OF A FURTHER VISIT TO THE HJNGER
STRIKERS WOULD PROBABLY DEPEND ON HUW A REQUEST WAS MALE, | SAID
TAAT | DD HOT THINK THERE wAS THE SLIGKTEST POSSIBILITY

or & FURTHEA VISIT HAFPENING EEFORL THZ RED CRO3SS VISITED ThE
PRISCN ALD WE WOULD NOT WISK TO GET THE TWO EXERCISES MIXED UP. Uik
SE ING SPECIFICALLY ASKED WHETHER A FURTRER OFFICIAL VISIT M1GHT

B MADE 1T THE STRIKERS WISHED TU ASK QUESTIONS THEY FAILED TC g
ST LAST NIGHT, | SAID THAT | REALLY DID HOT XNOW. BUT IF TH: :
REOUEST FOR FURTHER CLAKIFICATION WERE CLEARLY GEWUINE, | THCUGHT

IT MIGHT bE FAVOURABLY RECE 1 VED

3. FINNALY, PROFESSUR DOOGEZ ASKED THAT WE PUT OUR STATEMENT OF 8
LY AND THE | C J P PROPOSALS TOGETHER AND SEE HOw A SCLUTIOR
MIGHT LCOK ON THIS BASIG.

FIGG | '
NORTHERN IRELAND LIMITED ADDITIONAT DISTRIBUTION
éEID N e NORTHEEN IRELAND

AD PS/MR RIDLEY | e
TNFORMATION DEPT PS/FUS
WED ETR A ACLAND
MATD CEIEF CLERE
NEWS DEET MR ADAMS

SECURITY DEPT ME BULLARD
2 e {gganiﬂ'gsson-“

7 LENNOX

PS/IPS . . MR ERATTEWAITE

PS/MR HURD

* CONFIDENTIAL




‘. GRS 700

UNCLASSIFIED

FM DUBLIN 151345Z AUG 1981
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TO IMMEDIATE F € O
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TELEGRAM NUMBER 297 OF 15 AUGUST

AND TO IMMEDIATE N | O (BELFAST)
H=BLOCKS: R T E INTERVIEW WITH TAOISEACH

1, DR FITZGERALD GAVE HIS FIRST INTERVIEW AS TAOISEACH TOR T E
TV ON THE EVENING OF 14 AUGUST, THE BULK OF THE INTERVIEW,

WHICH WAS BROADCAST DURING THE *’TODAY TONIGHT?® PROGRAMME

DEALT WITH THE IRISH GOVERNMENT’S ATTITUDE TO THE H=BLOCK HUNGER
STRIKE.

o, THE INTERVIEWER BEGAN BY ASKING THE TAOISEACH WHETHER HIiS

GOVERNMENT WAS NOT SYMPATHETIC TOWARDS THE POSITION OF THE BRITISH
COVERNMENT ON THE H=BLOCK DISPUTE. DR FITZGERALD REPLIED "*AS FAR
AS THE GOVERNMENT IS CONCERNED, ANY QUESTION OF GRANTING POLITICAL

i
| STATUS IS SOMETHING WHICH WE HAVEN’T EVER PRESSED AND WOULDN'T
| EVER PRESS’*,

E

3. ASKED WHO WAS BEING INFLEXIBLE, THE PRISONERS OR H M G,
THE TAOISEACH SAIDs ** INSOFAR AS A SOLUTION WAS ARRIVED |
AT BETWEEN MR ALISON AND THE | C J P, AND WE BELIEVE THAT IT
EFFECTIVELY WAS, AND THAT IT WASN’T CARRIED THROUGH, AND THE VISIT
T0 THE PRISON THAT WAS PROMISED ON TUESDAY MORNING DIDN’T |
* TAKE PLACE... THERE WAS A CHANGE OF POLICY OR INFLEXIBILITY |
THERE WHICH PREVENTED THE VISIT TAKING PLACE. BUT THE BASIC |
INFLEXIBILITY LIES ON THE SIDE OF THE PROVISIONALS THEMSELVES,
AND THE ANSWER REALLY LIES THERE PRIMARILY,.'’

4 DR FITZGERALD WENT ON TO SAY THAT ALTHOUGH THE INTERVENTION ' !
OF THE {RISH GOVERNMENT HAD SO FAR BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL,’’WHAT WE
HAVE DONE IS TO RAISE THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF BRITISH PUBLIC

' OPINION ON THIS SUBJEGT, ESPECIALLY POLITICAL OPINION’’,

HE NOTED THAT THERE HAD BEEN REPORTS IN THE BRITISH NEWSPAPERS
'SOF DIVISIONS IN THE (BRITISH) GOVERNMENT AND THE FACT THE MANY
GOVERNMENT MINISTERS WERE UNHAPPY AT THE SITUATION ARISING FROM
THE FAILURE TO CARRY THROUGH WHAT HAD BEEN EFFECTIVELY AGREED,’’

-
e ———— -H-h-. e — .

5., ASKED WHETHER HE SHARED THE VIEW EXPRESSED BY THE TANAISTE ON
9 AUGUST THAT MRS THATCHER HAD BLOCKED THE | C J P PROPOSALS,
. THE TAOISEACH REPLIED: "’WELL, WE HAVE NO INFORMATION ABOUT THE
- INSIDE WORKINGS OF THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT AND | DON’T THIMK IT’S

HELPFUL TO GET INVOLVED IN PERSONALITIES o, MICHAEL O'LEARY b

/ MIE
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R CONFIDENTIAL

CONF I DENTI AL

FM DUBLIN 1518822 JULY 1381

TO IMMEDIATE F C

TELEGRAM NUMBER 244 OF 15 JULY
AND TO IMMEDIATE N | O (BELFAST)
YOUR TELNOS, 112 + 113 : H BLOCK

1« | SAW PROFESSOR DOOGE AT 6.32 PM ON 15 JULY FIRST AND HANDED
OVER THE PRIME MIMNISTER?S REPLY.

2, THE TAOQISEACH JOINED U5 SHORTLY AFTERWARDS., HAE SAID THAT

HE WAS GLAD TO HEAR OF OUR NEW INITIATIVE BUT THAT OBVIQUSLY

HE WOULD HAVE TO SUSPEND JUDGEMENT ON ITS WORTH UNTIL HE SAW
ITS RESULT. WHATEVER HAPPENED IT wWAS CLEARLY WORTH DOING BUT IT
WOULD BE MUCH MORE WORTHwdlLe IF IT wERE CROWNED wWITH SUCCESS,

3. BOTH HE AND PROFESSOR DCCGE REFERRED TO THE EUROPEAN
COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS (E C H R) AND SAID THAT THEY UNDERSTOOD
THAT THE E C H R HAD BEEN ON STANDBY ALL DAY FOR CONTACTS. WAS
THIS | C R C INITIATIVE A SUBSTITUTE FOR MOVEMENT THROUGH THE

£ C H R? | SAID THAT IT WAS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT THE E C H R

CASE COULD NOT BE PURSUED wITHIN THE-NECESSARY TIMESCALE,

DR FITZGERALD REITERATED TAAT IT WCULD BE A MISTAKE TG LEAVE THE

€ C HR WITH THE FEELING THAT THEY WERE BEING NEGLECTED.

4. THE TAOISEACH ALSC SAlD THAT WHEN AE HAD MeT THe FAMILIZS OF
THE HUNGER STRIKERS, HE HAD BEeN IMPRESSED BY TrHEIR APPARENTLY
SINCERE WISH TC URGE THE HUNGER STRIKERS TO CEASE THeIR FAST

OM THE BASIS OF THE | C J P PROPOUSALS EVEN THCOUGH AT THAT TIME

THE FAMILIES HAD NOT KNCwN WHAT THOSE PROPOSALS WERE. HE THOUGHT
THAT IT MIGHT B USEFUL TQ GIVE THE FAMILIES FACILITIES FOR VISITS
AGAIN THIS TIME., THE TAOISEACH ASKED TO BE KEPT CLOSELY

INFORMED CF ANY FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS, PARTICULARLY Ol THE

RESULTS OF THE OFFICIALS VISIT TO THE MAZE,
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