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STATEMENT ON THE DEFENCE ESTIMATES 1980

Note by the Secretary of State for Defence

1. I attach for early consideration by the Committee the draft
of my Statement on the Defence Estimates for 1980.

2. Volume I of the draft sets out our policy for defence,
describes the make-up and deployment of our defence forces, and
explains the reasons for both - all in some detail. It seeks to
offer a much more coherent basic explanation of policy and roles
Fhan the Statements of our predecessors. I have emphasised the
Importance we attach to defence, and pointed up our approach to
lWportant areas of policy such as nuc lear weapons (which our
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