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RELEASED IN FULL BRIEFING BY
THE HONORABLE ALEXANDER M, HAIG, JR.
SECRETARY OF STATE 5
BEFORE Vo
 KEXY HOUSE LEADihSHIP and BOUSE FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
. ROOM 2172
RAYBURN BUILDING, WASHINGTON, D.C.

CRAIRMAN ZABLGCKI: This is an informal, closed
meeting. Those who are not privileged to be here ——

Mx. Secretary.

. SECRETARY HAIG: Thank you, My, Chalyman. I
thought it would be helpful ko bring the members hers pre—
sent up to date on the Falklands (Malvinas) crieis, T think
you that frem the cutset the issue developed as somewhat of
2 surprise, certainly here in Washington, but egually sc in
London, although pechaps there should not have.

There have been some 17 years of negotiatisen on
this subject between Britain and Argentina. The last
- mesating was held in January. That meeting apparsntly broke
up with tremendous frustraticn on the Argentine =ide, and
perhaps a lack of sensitivity on the Beitish side, At
least, they didn't appear to appreclate the level of
frustration that tHe Argentines insisted to me that they
.registered, As you know, that cost the former Foreign
Secretary his jobs and it cost him his job appacently
because the feeling was the Foreign Offlice had not kept the
Prime Minister appcopriately apprised of the sariousness of
the situation, and they were caught by surprise. .
- A8 you know, on the 2nd of April, the Argentine
tforces seized the Falklandm. It was essantially a navy show
run by the ‘Chief of Naval Operatlons and designated o a
task. force. commander who was a navy admiral. It was dore
apparently with a great deal of skill, a great deal of
discipline, and a great deal of thorough and professional
prior planning because there were no Beitlsh casualtigs,
although the Argentine forces did suffer casualties. They
informed m¢ —— and the British have not challenged that fact
== that they retrained theilr fire while accepting ‘some
British fige, 2

The next, almost immediate, consequence of the
invasion and selzure was the U,N, deliberations and the U.N.
Resolution 502. That Resolution called for the cessation of
hostilities, the withdrawal of the Argantine forces from the
Izlanda, and a political solution to the Eroblem. They are
the three key alements of the O,N, Resplution.
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The United ‘States was active in supportipg that
resolution, deapite some Press speculation te the contcacy,
It was very much in line with what the British Government
wanted. Strangely ercugh, it lacked any refecence £o self-
determination 1in {he political solution of area, which was
probably an overs ght at the moment, and which haa been an
oversight that has resulted in some gifficul® consequences
in the later talks. It has baen a lengstanding view of the
Byitish that self-dtemmination was a key aspect of the
future of the Islands,

I think it is also important, in view of a lot of
preas speculation, that it be understood that From the very
moment. of the crisis, tha President, the Department of
State, Defense and CIA considered this an extremely serious
aituation, and not a light comic opera, as some of the firat .
assessments would have suggested,

Cne: Did we consider it so secious? Well, we
considered it serious first and foremost because it involved
the first real challange, shovt of the Polish situation ==
and thers were ambiguities of the Poligh situacion —— whezae
this Administration had been challenged with change as a
result of the illega? utilization of armed forces. &s you
know, we have attempted, in the light of the past decade, to
Place peaceful change by rule of law as the centerpiece of
our forelgn policy. Thig is a matter of deep principle, and
if one looks back over the lagt decade since the Vietnam
conflict, what we have been faced with is the hemorchaging of
Just such situations, and so it was a4 matter of -deep
principle. .

Secondly, we also recognlzed it was a matter of
fundamental importance in terms of the longstanding,
historic, special ealakionship betwean the tnited States and
Great Britain. Here we have been since the war of 13132,
basically aligned. We fought together in two wars in this
century, and we felt it was vitalily important that we play
an_active role, and be perceived to be playing an active
role.

That overlapped very clearly into another aspect
of the criazia, and that was the durrant atate of play in
NATO, where there are deep economic and some strategie
queations whieh have eveolved over the vears, and which are
disruptive to the narmal level of consultation and mutual
confidance. They came to a head, of ¢ourse, the filest time
in Afghanistan; we had similar rroblems in Poland, ‘you'll recall.
That mada the issue itaelf bath important and Pechags
contribyted to some of the unusual alacrity in the align-
ment of the EC-9 along with Great Brltaiq te take ganctions
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againat Argentine. I think we have been around that coursa
twice in two crigas, mo therafore it moved very rapldly ¢n
this occasion, besides the fact that it is sometimes saaler
ko brutalize the little quy. There was some of that, of
course. Then, we had a fundamental NATO interest hers as
well.

Thirdly, we had a.vieally important hemispheric
interest. We've been working for 16 months to move our-
S4lves from an adversarial position that has evolved over
recent years with the DAS, to one of greater empathy and
conversion of policies and approaches. We have done that
with great success, I may add. As recently as the Saint
Lucia Confersnce of the CAS, we had 21 vokss that converged
with our own on the question of El Salvador in the alec=
tions, support for that electoral process, and expressions
of concarn about the totalicarian trends in Hicaragua.

It waa very clear that were we to allow that cpie
513 to be dealt with exclusively in the OAS, that it wougld
rupture hemispheric solidarity along .
Spanish-spsaktnq/znglhh-speaking lines., There were some of
those manifestations in the recent deliberations; but our
activity befors that consideratien Ly the QAS, I think, was
extremely helpful in still keeping a 114 on that kind of
self-debilitating fracturing of hemispherie¢ unity. .

Just as clearly, we considered the United Nations
‘as the body to deal with this quastion, but we recognized
that just as it would have been difficult in the OAS, had it
gone to the United Kations it “would have quickly transferred
itgelf into the historic animesity between Morth and Souch,
in colonialist-imperialist; emnctional-ridden consequences
of such a dabate, And it may yet find itgelf in such a
" gituation. . .

Finally, and,pechaps most importantly of all, it
was very c¢lear that if the Onited States ¢id not move .
promptly at a very high level to be mseen to be involved and
to selze the initiative in our efforts to be involved, that
there would be antries made by both Cuba and, the Soviet
Onion into the controversy. I want ¥ou gentlemen to. know
that the day I arrived In Buenog Alres, after an absence of
4 year and a half, the Cuban Ambassador returned to ‘Busnos
Alres with a planeload full of highly sophisticated, high-
level parsonnel. We learned about this because they had to
make a forced landing in Brazil on its way, and they got a
¢hance to Iook at the manifests. They went in immediately
to President Galtieri, and ke told me so in his own words,
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they offered him everything -- militacy support, political
support, and everything he needed. And they certainly were .
speaking in behalf of themselves and the Soviet Union. v
$imilarly, the Soviet Ambassador made approaches to -the
Rrgentine Government; offering intelligence and suppert.

The Argentines told us that very frasly.

I think it is also important to recognize, in the
light of gome of the press.spsculation I have seen, that we
did not inject ourselves into this process. We had parsonal
requests, urgent requests, fzom the heads of government of
both parties, from Mrs. Thatcher and from President
Galtieri. &nd both agked that I, personally, become -
engaged. BSe 1f anyone is speculating that there was anybody
out here running around, looking for shuttle diplomacy
opportunities, they're wrong, mischisvous, and misinformed.

I think it is awfully important to understand how
this thing hag played out along the way. W went first to
London, then to Buenos Alres, and then again to Buenos
Aires, ag you know. We had extensive discussions at the
highest level. In Great Byitain it was relatively casy
bacauge the government 1s structured and organized plura-
listically and democratically. The Cabinet 3its down with
the Prime Minister, and businesz is done.

In Argentina some say, "We enjoy pluralism.”
Well, I see pluralism in the extreme thers bacause there
is no cone who can make a decision. There are varioualy from
20 to 40 people who ¢an cast a veto on any decision that is
made. And 80 instead of a consengus of what you would call
a majority view, it is the lowest common denominator of the
most extreme view that prevails. We have a President; whe
is both President of the nation, as distinct from the
republic, who 15 almo Chief of Staff of the Army —- and that
is the firgt time that has ever occurred: it'as unique; he
weara two hats.  That's "up for grabs® here next month when
it will be reconsidered. And it is the Army which has,
historically, been in contrel of the government, that has
furnished Presidents regularly. In this case, he held nis
hat as Chief of Staff of the Army so he is not only
President, but manager of the ground forces. He-is also,
however, very much gsubject &5 the veto of his cocps comman—
ders. Any decislon he makes as Chief of Staff of the Army
must he coordipated with the corps commanders and even the
division commanders. B

Beyond that, you have the Juntay he's being the

Army member, as President; the Navy Chief of Staff, and the
Alr Force Chief of Staff. The Navy in Argentina is unique.
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It is Castillian in character. It's a tast-tube Ravy that.
has been out of the mainstream of politics, that iz zealous,
very Zealous. It is competent, professionally; is highly
sensitive of the fact that it has never enjoyed the power of
the Army, and who ran this show, and therefore, are the most
rigid advocates of not giving up the gains that have been
achieved. The Alr Force 1la the less Ilmportant, unfor-
tunately, because it is the move moderate alement ipn the
Junta.

. That is our problem. And the simple evolution of
the digcussions was that when you would get an agreement -
from elther the Foreign Minister or even the President, thay
would then convene this huge potpourrl of the Junta, and
then check with the corps commanders. And the next morning,
what you had gotten an agraément on was totally reversed,
withdzawn, and hardened up, That‘ls what we went thorough,
cycle after cycle. , '

I must say that the Britlsh Government, from the
outset, has been reasonable and easy to deal with. Their
position has been that sovereignty is not a critieal [xsue.
What i35 a critical issue is that the will of the pepulation,
self-determination is the Xay iasue, And if the population
decides te go with Argentina, 3o be it if they decide to
stay aligned with Britain or seek independence, so he it.
The British are prepared to accept that.

If one wege looking for criticism, it would be
that while that principle is very laudible and supportable,
they have created conditions on the Islands which make free
cholce by the papulation less than balanced, It's a’ cacoon,
both by the cholce of the population; who are the unique
breed of sheephecrder from the Scottish moors, who have been
there for years, who like their sélitude and their gheep.,
The only thing they apparently miss is women, and I guess
they take care of that by inter-family difficultims and God
halp the sheep. (Laughter}

(Cantinved con page 8-1)

UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSIFIED

BE

\ But, be that as it may, it's clear that the
Argentinas cannot get in. They're excluded, Thay're
€xcluded in commetcial enterprise, they're excluded in pro=-
perty ownership, they're excluded in joining the so-called
Palkland Island Company which i3 really the controlling
interest on the island and it probably involves 400 of the
so-called 1B00Q sheepherders.

It also owns auch of the land and leases it out to
the landholders. It's in a conglomerate holding company
ar g ¢+ the change of which requires apparently
Parliamentary action. :

8o in that senge, one might gsay that the Argentine
Government addas up ko frustration that they always fear
gelfi-detarmination because they felt it waz a self-
fulfilling prophecy and continued the land of the Brits,

On the Argentine side, despite all of cur effort

to create an evelutlonary, bonotable, trending awmy from
existing relationship, which the British hae been willing to
dccegt, the Argeutines have insisted bedrock, fundamental a

iori relinquishment of sovereignty, sither in the near
term through de facto arrangement or as the precondition for
negokiation, that the only negot lations that would be accep= .
table to them would be those that would leave to a transfer
of property ko Argentina.

30 it's not just a question of decolonialization;
it's a queation of recolonialization on top of
decolonialization. R

We have insisted throughouwt the discussions that
that would not be acceptable as a matter of principle, and
we've besn steadily and consistently rebuffed,

ha a regult of these differences, we put together
what we thought on the U.S5. side would be a falr, svolue
tlonary adjustment for political goluticn. It involved
cessatlon of hostilitlies, conditions for the withdrawal and
separation of forces, an interim management arrangement on
the laland in which we would particlpate, snd immediate
negotiations with a date certain for conclusion bat witheut
prejudgilsy what the vesults of thim negotlation should be.

We gave that at 0400 in the morning thae day before
yesterday o both governments. We urged both governments to
Taply urgently, not because of wishing ko convey an gltima-—
tudk to thome governments, buk, most importantly, to suggest
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to timm that convergent of forces were such that we were out
of time.

£
: We did pot get our reply from the Argentine
Government. The British Government did not really give us a
veply either, although we knew that they were prepared to
probably accept reluctantly vhat we had put together, and
today for the first kime we recesived our reply.

I'm going to held up on telling you what that
reply wag, but I went %o suggest to you that the sftuation
does not look good.

MR. JACK EKEMP: Reply from whom?

SECRETARY HATG: From Argentina. I ask you teo not
discuss this fact with anyone. It's too dangerous. Lives
could be Involved. They may be indeed involved in any
event. I digcussed tie situation today with the Prasident,
and wa will clearly have-to deal with it in the immediate
future, perhaps as early as tomorrow morning.

The force dispositions are such that, ag you know,
tomorrow morning the British apply an air restricted zone on
top of the maritime restricted zone that they applied
earlier, and they will have forces fn position ko enforce

t.

S0 as early as tomorrow you could see some alr
action or perhaps some surface action in that restrictad
ZOona. .

We want to malntain a position here thak will
enable us, regardiess of what happens in the days and hours
ahead, to continue to play a constructive role. Why? There
ia simply no one elge to do it. The United Matleons will go
inte & meeting, this North=-South veto-able comfiguraticn.
The OAS will become a highly charged Spanish-apeakina,
English-gpeaking problem.

That's why we have done cur very best to maintain
within the framework of our aexisting relationships with bath
governments, and I hope you understand that's not neutral.
And when people say we've had an even-handed relaticnship,
that's not true. We've had extenzive exchanges with Great
Britain, hecause on ongoing cbligations and commitments + and
theee who think that we are net helping Britain within those
frameworks are going o be praven to be sadly mistaken.
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4 I alert you ko be careful what you say thers,
because you'll have egg on your face when the facts all come
Qut. We Have tried 0 avold an extension of those, not
because wa just want to but because the British want us to.
They have wanted us to maintain the position we'be baan
maintaining, and lat me assure you of that.

I said that to the Senate lagt night, and ocne
skeptic immediately called kthe British Ambasaador znd asked
bhim if it was true, and he said, “You're damm cight."”

So theve basn't been any irresponaible ignoring of
obligacions and reasponsibilities of traditiomal friends. oOn -
the other hand, the British need ocur help, they want us to
be able to play the role we've bean playing, and they want
us to continge to he able to play that role. We're not,
unfortunately, going o be able to be as even-handed in the
light of current Argentine attitudes.

I welcome your questions.
'CBAIRMAN ZABLOCRI: Mr. Bingham?

MR. BINGHAM: Thank you, Mr. Chairman., Two
questlons, My, Secraetary, Lif I may. Has any thought heen
given to trying to defuse and defer the ultimate decision on
the soveraelgnty question by referring it to the ICJ?

SECHETARY BAIG: Every concelvable higtoric and
a faw novel ideas have been put forth, Everything from
the lease-back proposals to trusteeship to even what you
call minority trelationship, internal sovereignty, external
sovereignty being held differantly =~ and itis Been an
unfortunate fact of 1ife that the Argentine Government =--
and it's probably a result of thelr own internal situation
== is unabla to acoept any proposal that does not efther
clearly state that soverelgnty has been transferred or that
containa practlecal arrangements which insure that transfer
has taken place.

They bave rejected all such proposals. They've
rejected the leasing arrangement which the British would
£ind very difficult to pursue now bacause that was a de
facto relinquishment of soveraignty in the firat instanca.
But the Britigh have not been hung up on any kind of
arrangemant that would not abuse the rights of the. populacs.

MR. BINGHAM: Would the announcement khat the
Onited States favored or that perhapam the British and the
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Onited States would favor the referral of the gsoverelgnty
igsgue apart from other issues —— the soverelgnty issue alone
== to the World cburt as an issue which it could deal with
in its good timer and thus defer that issue? .

Would that be a helpful thing in terms of the
public position of the British and of the United States?

SECRETARY HAIG: It wouldn't bea hurtful, bue it
would be rejected out of hand by the Argentines. I have
talked adjudication by the World Court, by the U.N., or by a
spacial commission. It was rejected all,

CHAIRMAN ZABLOCKI: Mr, Dickinson?

MR. DICKINSON: Thank you, Mr, Secretary, for
coming over and discussing with the Armed Services
Cesmmittee. I went down and visited with Caltieri, oh, about
a few months ago (inawdible},

But I wonder if you might -— there has bwen a
great deal of speculation in the presa as Lo whether or not
there is o0il there and this is what is the motivating facteor
that has caused argentina at this time to make the move, and
what could you tell us about that? Is that really a part of
this equation er formula?

SECRETARY HAIG: Not at all, and strangely snough,
there were a lot of rumers that that!s what it was all about
in the first days of the crisis. And Both gevernmenta
discount that completely in a very credible way, and both
governments are willing to share, to jointly hold those
regources and to share the consequences of them. In no Wy
is that.the issue.

The issue is naticnal honor, 150 years of
Argentine insistence that sovereignty belonged to tham, and
150 years of British béllef that khey had the sovereignty
and under the process of decolonlalizaticn, it must be in
accordance with self-determination.

MR. DICKINSON: Well, something had to krigger
Ehiz at thia particular time. Was it domestic stedfa that
Galtieri was sxperiencing at home? .
SECRETARY HAIG: Absolutely.

MR. KEMP: Is it helping him or hurting him right
now? Domestically.
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SECRETARY BAIG: It's going to finish him. - He
#ill not ‘gurvive thig.\
£ %

MEMBER: Regardless of how it goeg’,
SECRETARY HAIG: Regardless,
MEMBER: TIa that right?

SECRETARY HAIG: Yes. The people of Argentina do
not want conflict, Those demcnstrations you saw, thege were
trumped up government demonstraticons where they went out and
got the Paronigtas, brought them in by trains, and put them
in the square. Within 24 hours you couldn’t £ind any of
that sentiment,

. I made a very purposaful, regular viasit eo Mass,
and I was just mobbed in Church and outside of Church by
people begging me to do what we could to have peace,

MR. DICKINSON: Somehow that doesn't veach the
presg, doés it? '

SECRETARY HAIG: No. Of coursa not.
CHATRMAN IABLOCKI: Mr. Gilman?

MR. GILMAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mc.
Secretary, I know that all of our colleagues join in com—
mending you for your ocutstanding effocts in what you're
trying to de, and some of the concerns that we've had were,
where do we stand with the Rio Treaty if we have ko choose
up sides?

SECRETARY HAIG: We've made the point, and we made
it this pest week in the brief what has been described ag
blunt intervention that I made, thak aggression has already
o<curred and it has occurred within the nembership of
the Treaty, and the Treaky does not visuvalize collective
action against such activity. So we claim that it is not
relevant to this issue. )

- © MR, GILMAN: Along that line, what abouk’ the othey
Latin American countries? Will they be drawn in if there is
a conflice? . .

SECRETARY HAIG: This i{s the great problem. Every

one of these -- well, not every cne =— sany of them bave
similar problems of their own: Venezuela wich Guiana, Chile
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with Argentina again, thePanamanian case with us. Thece
are a hogt of these things. Belize and Guatemala., So while
they rally vigoroasly to external interventionfism in the
hemisphere and the Latine macho against that, they alse very
dedp down do not want Argentina‘s agdgression ko be rewarded.

They understand what it means to them. The
Brazilians are very clear about this. The Colombians are
very clear about ik, There-are others like Peru and
Venezuela with the Gglana case that have been somewhat less
thoughtful. But Chile does not want this to succesd,
because the Beagle Channel will be the next, And the
history ard legacy of Agentina worriea me,

CHATRMAN ZABLOCKI: Mr. Rosenthal.

i ‘MR, ROBENTHAL: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr.
Secretary, I'm interested in your prognosis of avents, and T
know that's difficuls; but do you think that an initisl phy-

" #loal contact will cause. either of these countries to change
their position? Somewhere down the line somecne's going to
change. How do you see that developing? * :

SECRETARY HAIG: It's very difffcult to say. I
think one would gay that the first British exparience on
South Georgia convinced them that they ware light vears more
competent than the Argentine forces. They had better eguip—
ment, better communications, bstter intelligence, and were
able ko functlon with dreater efficisncy.

That could be somewhat self-deluding in the cons
text of the Falklands situation whers they've got 6000 to
8000 troope entrenched, well equipped, well armed, with a
land-based air capability which, while it'as at the far ena
of its vange, it's still nonetheless not inalgnificant.

Almo, they bave submarines, They lost one and
they've scavenged the other one, but they've got twe good
dissels functioning now. There's some evidence that they
iiay even be In that restricted area already, We feel ome is
and probably the second.

. S0 Lif the British lost a large capitai ship, I.
think there would be great difficulty at home for MEg. -
Thatcher, If the Argentines take a sudden pasting, if their
navy would sortie out, it will get a pasting and that might
topple that government. That government might topple
anyway, once fighting starts, .
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CEAIRMAN ZABLOCKI: Mr.' Remp signals he has to
leave, 50 could wa take him out of order?

MR, REMP: I apolegize. Thank you, Mr. Chafrman.
Mr. Secretary, I think the American people are smart enough
to know that your effort to work out a mediation role for .
this country and the wole of the President, as you have played
it, is very auch supportaed, and despite a litetle bit of the
carping, T appreciate what you've done, and you're to be
commanded. .

Secondly, can you discuss the military situation
in tarme of what Ben Rosenthal talked about, bow you see
this thing evelving and what political impact that might
have on the Thatcher Covernment whigh many of us are
equally, if not more, concerned. I mean, I know I didn‘'t
put it right, but I'm worvried about that government, and the
U.K. perspective of what a military =-- I don't Jnow if you
can chacacterize it as a defeak, but, as you say, those
People are dug in, they're wall arwed, and it'as going to
cayge blocdahed, and what's going to happen in Bricain when
British boys start to lose their lives? And what is the
:tenuousness of the Thatcher regime on this issue?

SECRETARY HAIG: We haven’t asked the British to
share with us their stratagy, and, frankly, I think it would
be the wrong thing to do. They probably wouldn't do it -
anyway if we asked.’ But our assessment is that the way this
thing will evolve is that as of now they have their two
carriers in position, they have a large surface capability
in position -- destroyers and-migsile shipe == and that ag
that air embarge or that air corden begins tomorrow and
joins with the surface, the island has enly been resupplied,
except by a few light freightars -- very light, fast-running
freighters have aprarently gotten in with some supplisg ==
but the bulk of it's been by alr, and they've had to kesp
that air breach gb:l.ng.‘ They are not a lot of supplies on
the iasland.

S0 that starting tomorrew, that 19,000 or
8,000-man force — the Argentines say 1lt's .10 and our people
say it's 6§ to 8 — will bagin to live off what it has.
Also, the British are capable of launching shore bombardment
from their destroyers, either to take out that alrfiald or
o start to atrit those dug-in forces, They have rockets,
they have conventional artillery on those vesgela, and they
can come in at night and have at ik because there's no
night-capable radar en the island. .
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Beyond that, the British have moved Vulcans &o the
Ascenslon Ialands and with aerial refueling, they could drop
=~ each plane cah carry 4,000 pounds'of ordnance --
they've been reconfigured from nuclear role to conventional
== and I would say the British could do a hell of a job aver
time to thoge forges.

In addition te that, they may have and certainly -
probably will land their special action teams on the imland
whera they can harass and run all around khese people
bacause they are so well communicated and so well
disc]f:plined and so well trained, and start to erode the
moralae.

There are a lot of shesp to eat =~ 400,000 —
on that fsland, but Argentines hate sheep.

MEMBER: FPor any reason.

SECRETARY BAIG: For any teason.

‘(Laughter)

SECRETARY HAIG: WNow I'm not sure of that.

{Laughter)

MEMBER: You better be careful.

SECRETARY HAXG: In any event, I think the British
have some reason for a degres of confidence. The great
danger would be a submarine hit or a full-blown Xamikazae
type attack from land-based air, in which a major combakant
was sunk and there were high cagualties. Then you're going
to find a very different internal environment in Britain.
And already you notlce the Labor Darty and the SPD ~~ Owen
has begun ko crack a little.’ They started yesterday. So
it's not a good situation,

MR. EEMP: FReep up the good work.

CHRIRMAN ZABLOCK: Mr. Mica? R

MR, MICA: Mr. Secretary, I, too, join my. .
colleagues in commending you for trying ko find a peaceful
solutlen, but I'm interested in two or three questions I'Ll
run together. k

Have you been disinvited from Argentina?
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SECRETARY HAIG: No. I have not \h\een.

H MR, MICA: And vhat is the potential? You mention
the Cuban willingness to get nvolved. What is the potan~
tial for expansion for this along with the time frame. It's
oy understanding that the weather may force the British to
take aome very strong, quick action rather than to lock far
protracted lnvolvement, not only because of weather but
again for the potential of bringing in the Cubans and the
Soviets or somecne elze?

SECRETARY BAIG: There's some tbuth In khat, Tt
would take another ten daya, incidentally, for the ground
force contingent of the British deployed forces to get to
whare they could be used., So today, tomorrow, the nert day,
ng. Maybe thay could cut it down to a week.

MR, MICA: How big Is their armed forcas?

- SECRETARY HAYXG: I think there are two groups, one
of 3,000 and another of about 4,000, So you don't have
force ratics that would ip any way suggest auccess 1f they
went into an amphibious assault; and amphiblous assaule is
almost impogsible anyway. There’s z large, very shallow
shelf around the islands, espaclally that portion of some
200 islands, but where the inhabitants live. They could
move in to some of the other iamlands without any difficule
at all immedistely and that'as a psychological blow for the
Argentine Govertment,

1 think this thing is going to be resolved on
political grounds one way or the other, but I do think the
British have every intention of having ac it.

¥R, MICA: Wikh cegard to the Cuba or Russian
involvement, have ¥ou agssessed the potential? Is thers any
amassing of supplies? .

SECRETARY HAIG: - I'm not wortled abopt == T could
tell you, the Argentines hinted to me. I don't believe it.
But I think it was a laver application that the Soviets had
hinted to them that Soviet submarines could take cara of
some British ships and no one would know who did 1it.

CHAIRMAN ZABLOCKI: Mr. Solarz, ’
MR. SOLARZ: Thank you wvery much, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Gecretary, I think most of us recogniza that it's
impossible to be both a mediator and a chearleadar at the
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same tine, and so long as there was or remains any kind of a
plauaible poasibility, if we can help bring about a nege-
tiated resolutionto the conflict, I think there's "
widespread understanding of the necessity for some kind of a
publicly aven-banded approach to this, whatever we may be
doing quietly to help the British in other ways.

* But {f Argentina should reject our proposal, or if
it already hes, at what point do you think it would be or
will be appropriate for us to publicly manifest our support
for the British position, given what I gather is the real
beating we're taking in Britain from public opinion in the
press for not having, from their point of view, done more.

SECRETARY HAIG: No, no. I'm not particularly
worried about that, but the answer to your questions is
“immediately.” As so0n as we are convinced, and we're
rapidly becoming that, then we have to make it clear for
#world public opinion to add the additional pressures to get
& change in the Argentine demeanor and attikude as well as
to fulfill our histeric obligation.

CBAIRMAN ZABLCCKI: Mr, Bowen?

. MR. BOWEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr.
‘Secretary, I gather that the Bririgh helieve that the South
Georgia Island offers them a much more strategically impor-
tant outpost and alsb a better angle for a siice ac
Antarctica in terms of strategic development thera.

Is there any possibility of dividing the twe, with
the British retaining South Georgia and then moving inte
sone kind of a Panama Canal type situation in which, for the
next couple of decasdes, the British would administer South
Georgla Igland and then sovereignty will tranafer to
Argentina? Something of that sort?

SECRETARY HAIG: South Gecrgia, of course, is
viewed as a dependency of the Falklands, It is in a
distinet category. I don't ethink it either has the same
importance in Argentina, while at the same time it has
somewhat more importance in Britian. t ’

MR. BOWEN: Which lends itself more sasily to this
kind of solution.’ K

SECRETARY BAIG: That's right. On the other hand,

ic's the bagic issue of the Palilands themselves (or the
Malvinasg), and that 1ls that while the Argentines claim
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soverelignty over the three groups of lalands == the \
Sandwich, the Georglas, and the Malvinas - it's the
Malvinas that is ihe key focus. And it's there whare they
insist on a tranafer of soveralgnty, as I say, & prioril orc
de facto, and it's that that the British cannot pollt cally
do,7and it's that that we cannot politically endorze bacause
it woyld reward aggreasion.

. 50 the other parks are mare manageable, you're
Sorrect, and I think we could sclve those rather simply.

CHAIRMAN ZABLOCK: Mc. Lagomarsine.

. MR. LARGOMARSINO: Mr. Secratary, I don't know if
¥ou saw the story in the LA Times about the time that yoy
took off on your missicn, FE interviewed some political
sclentists around the country who all said - the cnes they
got to say It == that your missien wes premature. The fleet
had already sailed, of coursa,

SECRETARY HAIG: No. The Beagle Channel, as you
Rnow, a year and a half age the parties agreed Lo let the
Pope adjudicate, and the Papal Delegatae came up with a golu-
tion which was very closes to the previous adjudicated goly-
tion that wes largely British run and which favored Chile
rather avbatantially as doeg international law,

, 50 here again it's the Argentines who have vefused
to accept the adjudication that they agreed to enter inte on
the Beagles.

MR. LARGOMARSINO: They're on the other side of
that one. ) .

SECRETARY HAIG: That's right., Buk I think
because of the Catholie character of Argentina, no regime
could have, in the face of Papal adjudication, move ‘haldly
in and seized the Beagle Chanmnel Islands. They couldn’t do
that. ' i

MR, LARGOMARSING: Chile actually has played that
one, from all the stuff I've bean able to tead, played .it
very moderately, I guess ig the best way to put 1t, because
they ~- it's pretty obvious from rveading khe statenent what
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the Pope decided,‘ but Chile has never come out and said, }.
"Hey, we want."

SECRETARY HAIG: No, they baven't, because they
feel chat the law is on their aide, the two most recent
adjudications that coms out in their faver, but they're very
fearful that if Argentina gets away with the selzure of the
Falklands, next they're going to saize the Beagles,

MR. LARGOMARSING: Okay. HNow let me agk you
ancther gquestion., How much of what you'va told us can we
discuss with outside?

SECRETARY HAIG: What I have sald about the
surrent state of negotiation is extremaly sensitive, and
I've been very frank here, We ey be deing something ag
early as tomorrow on the subject, but I have still some
diplomatic communications to conclude and it would be
disaster 1f you walked cuk of here and said that Raig says
things look grim, You c¢an say that the sitoatisn does not
look == it doegh't justify any optimism at this int,

CHAIRMAN ZABLOCK: MR. Fowntain? -

MR, POUNTAIN: Mr. Secretary, I think whan you
responded to body by saying, "If necessary, the extent

of our preparedness is to act immediately,” I think you tock -
most of the guestions I bad in mind, but if this thing goes
on, certainly the combat will not ba confined just to the
Falkland Islands. ' .

’ , Is there a probabllity that there might be an all-
out air attack from Argentina on the entire British fleet,
and a bombardment of Argentine territory by the British?

SECRETARY HAIG: I think the British have made it
very clear they don't intend o go beyond the aphere of khe
Palklands apd the 200-mile sanicized zone they've drawn
aroond it. But you're absclutely right. The very action of
the Argentines will counter trigger counter-sction, and so
once that happens, if the Argentines .conduct that action
outside that 200-mile circle, then I know tha British will
fagl free to attack the mainland or anything else. . But
they're not going to get in too close because of the land-
based air advantage that the Argentinas have. .

CHAIEMAN ZABLOCK: We'll have one more guestion.
The Secretary hasm ko leave at 5:15.
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\\. MEMBER: Very quf.ciuy. This !.sla gpecific question.\-\
: Bas the matter of the possible export of J-65/16
engines for Argentine A-is come to your attention?

SECRETARY HAIG: (Hodded in affirmative.)

KEMBER: Have we stopped that?

SECRETARY HAIG: Stopped at the pc;rt.

MEMBER: And there will be no further.

SECRETARY HAIG:r (Shook head in negative,)

CHAIRMAN ZABLOCKI: Thank you very much, Mr,
Secretary, on behalf of all of ua.

(The mchinrg' adjourned at 5:16 p.m.)

UNCLASSIFIED






