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P R I M E M I N I S T E R 

Refugees f r o m V i e t n a m 

(C(79)15 ) 

Y o u w i l l need to bea r i n m i n d that : ­

(i)	 The H o m e S e c r e t a r y ' s p a p e r was w r i t t e n before y o u r m e e t i n g w i t h M i n i s t e r s 

y e s t e r d a y a f t e rnoon and t h e r e f o r e t akes no accoun t of the d e c i s i o n s 

r e a c h e d and w o r k c o m m i s s i o n e d at that m e e t i n g , 

( i i )	 The subsequent c o r r e s p o n d e n c e f r o m the F C  O and A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l ' s 

o f f ice has o n l y been c o p i e d to those who w e r e at y e s t e r d a y a f t e r n o o n ' s 

m e e t i n g . (I u n d e r s t a n d that M r  . C a r t l e d g e i s s u m m a r i s i n g th i s 

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e for y o u , so I w i l l not do i t a g a i n h e r e . ) 

( i i i )	 The C a b i n e t a r e thus u n a w a r e of d e v e l o p m e n t s s i n c e C(79) 15 was 


c i r c u l a t e d . 


2. G i v e n the fact that the C a b i n e t have not seen a l l the r e l e v a n t p a p e r s and 

a l s o g i v e n the c o m p l e x i t y of some of the l e g a l i s s u e s i n v o l v e d , I doubt v e r y m u c h 

w h e t h e r the C a b i n e t can r e a c h d e t a i l e d d e c i s i o n s t o m o r r o w . If y o u a g r e e , I th ink 

y o u w i l l need to s t r u c t u r e the d i s c u s s i o n c a r e f u l l y to a v o i d u n n e c e s s a r y c o n f u s i o n . 

3.	 I sugges t that y o u m i g h t open the d i s c u s s i o n y o u r s e l f by s a y i n g that : ­

(a)	 O v e r the w e e k e n d y o u r e a c h e d the c o n c l u s i o n that the S ibonga re fugees (at 

H o n g K o n g ) had to be a d m i t t e d . 

(b)	 Y o u w e r e u n w i l l i n g to a g r e e that the R o a c h B a n k re fugees (off T a i w a n ) 

s h o u l d be a d m i t t e d u n l e s s we c o u l d show how a l i n e c o u l d be d r a w n t h e r e . 

(c)	 A l o t of d e t a i l e d w o r k has s i n c e gone on , but the p o s i t i o n w h i c h e m e r g e s i s 

n e i t h e r c l e a r no r s a t i s f a c t o r y . The C a b i n e t a r e not t h e r e f o r e i n a p o s i t i o n 

to take f i n a l d e c i s i o n s . But y o u w o u l d l i k e t h e m to have u p - t o - d a t e r e p o r t s 

of what has been going on i n the hope that they w i l l then a u t h o r i s e y o u , i n 

c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h the M i n i s t e r s d i r e c t l y c o n c e r n e d , to take these d e c i s i o n s . 

4.	 Y o u c o u l d then a sk -


The H o m e S e c r e t a r y i f he wan t s to add any th ing to the p a p e r . 
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The L o r d P r i v y S e a l to r e p o r t on the d i p l o m a t i c a c t i o n be ing t a k e n w i t h the 

V i e t n a m e s e , T a i w a n e s e , o ther p o t e n t i a l " h o s t " c o u n t r i e s , e tc . 

The A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l to r e p o r t on the l e g a l p o s i t i o n . 

5. Sub jec t to any g e n e r a l f e e l i n g w h i c h the C a b i n e t m a y h a v e , I t h ink i t w i l l 

be n e c e s s a r y for you to have a f u r t h e r m e e t i n g of the s m a l l g r o u p of M i n i s t e r s 

(but p e r h a p s a d d i n g the S e c r e t a r y of State for T r a d e i n v i e w of h i s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s 

f o r s h i p p i n g ) to go t h r o u g h the ou t s t and ing d e t a i l e d po in t s and to take d e c i s i o n s . 
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