
c(h—az A-7—

1,291910Z JAN
BONN FROM LONDON
CONFIDENTIAL GOVFPNYRNTAL 0028
BT
HIS PXCEILENCY HERR HELMUT SCHMIDT,BUNDESKANZLERANT,
BONN

DEAR HELMUT,
AS AL HAIG WAS ON HIS WAY BACK FROM THE MIDDLE EAST, I TOOKTHE OPPORTUNITY OF INVITING HIM TO CAIL IN HERE ON THE WAY, SOTHAT I COULD EXPRESS TO HIM AT FIRST HAND MY DEEP CONCERN AT THFREPORTS NOW COMING OUT OF WASHINGTON ABOUT THE POSSIBII ITY OF THEAMERICANS TAKING A SECOND SET OF mPASURES AGAINST THE SOVIPTUNION — INCLUDING DENOUNCING THE 1981 AGRFEmENT ON POLISH DEBTRESCHEDULING SO AS TO PRECIPITATE A STATE OF FORMAL DEFAULT — ANDTHE IMPLICATIONS OF THIS FOR US IN EUROPE, 4! ND FOP THE ALLIANCEAS A WHOLE.

HE CONFIRmED THAT THP RPDORTS WFPF WPIL FOUNDPD: THFRE n!PPEINDEED THOSE IN WASHINGTON WHO WPRE URGING A SFCON2 ANDCOmPREHENSH/E SET OF mEASLRES. HE '00 ,,AS OBVIOUTY DEPPLY CONCERNEDABOuT THE ImPLICATIONS FOR T—E ALLIAvCE: BUT HE ALSO WARNFD .S THATTHE PRESIDENT WAS UNDER GREAT POLITICAL PRPSSURE AT HOYE. HESAID, IN EFFECT, THAT IF THE UNITED STATES WAS '0 STEP BACK(I.E. EXEmPT EXISTING CONTRACTS, AND SJSPEND ANY FURTHERmEASURES), THE ALLIES WOULD HAVE —0 'AKE A STPR FORWARD. I SAIDTHAT WHAT WE NFFDED TO AVOID THP DANGPRS OF D,TFPENING AND EXPOSINGDIVISIONS IN THE WESTERN ALLIANCE, WAS TO REACH AGREEmENT ON AREASONABLE SET OF mEASURES. WE SHOULD ALL BE PLACED IN IMPOSSIBLEDIFFICULTIES BY AN EmBARGO ON EXISTING CONTRACTS, LET ALONE FURTHERmEASURES ON THE LINES NOW SUGGESTED. WE SHOULD HOPE '0 mAKE PROGRESSON THIS AT THE NAC mEETING ON 3PD FEBRUARY: BUT IF NECESSARY 4ESHOULD TAKE mORE TIME.

I SUGGESTED TO AL HAIG THAT THE UNITED STATES SHOULD CALL A VERYEARLY MEETING — BEFORE 3RD FEBRUARY — OF SFNIOR OFFICIALS FROMFRANCE, THE FEDERAL RFPUBLIC OF GERMANY, ITALY, THF UNITEDKINGDOM AND THE UNITED STATES, TO AGREE ABOUT NOT UNDERMINING EACHOTHER'S MEASURES,- AND TC CONCERT WORTHWHILE YFASURES WHICH EACHOF US COULD TAKE TOWARDS THE SOVIET UNION. HE WELCOMED THE IDEA,WHICH HE WILL TAKE BACK WITH HIM TO WASHINGTON.

I THOUGHT THAT I SHOULD LPT YOU KNOW OF THIS BACKGROUND, SO THAT,IF THE AMERICANS APPROACH YOU WITH A VIEW TO SUCH A mFP7ING, YOUWILL NOT BE TAKEN BY SURPRISF. I 1FRY W,ICH HOrJE THAT YOU WIILHF ABLE TO SP-ND SOmEONF TO TAKP PART. THE DANGERS TO THF ALLIANCEAPE GRPAT, AND WF NEED A GREAT EFFORT !F WF APR TO AVPRT THY.1 Am SURE THAT WP IN EUROPE MUST TRY TO MAKE A POSITIVECONTRIBUTION TO A CONCERTED ALLIANCE EFFORT, !IOT LEAST TOPROTECT OUR OWN INTERESTS.

! Am SENDING A SIMILAR YPSSAGP TO PRESIDENT mITTEPAND AND TOSIGNOR SPADOLINI.
WITH WARM EPSONAL RPGARDS,
YOURS EVPR

MARGARET.


