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MR ATKIN’S STATtHENT. IRISH MEDIA REACTIONS, |

1.  THE STATEMENT IS HEADLINE NEWS IN TODAY’S IRISH TIMES, IRISH f
(NDEPENDENT AND IR{SH PRESS, THE TIMES AND PRESS ALSO CONTAIN

iy oo AL

EDITORIAL COMMENT, THEIR REACTIONS ARE IN GENERAL FAVGURABLE
ALTHOUGH THE TIMES AND (NDEPEMDENT ATTRIBUTE WHAT THEY SEE AS A
BREAK THROUGH IN THE BRITISH ATTITUDE TO JOHM HUME’S MEETING
WITH MR ATKINS YESTERDAY MORNING,

= el Py 2 2

e ) IR O

5 UNDER THE HEADLINE QUOTE BRITAIN HINTS AT NEW BASIS FOR
H-BLOCK TALKS UNQUOTE THE IRISH TIM4ZS REPORTS THAT QUCTE PC3ITIVE
MOVES TOWARDS A RESOLUTION OF THE H=-BLOCK CRISIS WERE INITIATED
LAST MIGHT, A3 BOTH THE NORTHZRN SECRETARY, MR ATKINS, AKD
SPOKESMEN FOR THE NATIONAL H BLGCKS/ARMAGH COMMITTEE SEPARATELY

\ INDICATED THEIR WILLINGNESS TO DISCUSS ASPECTS OF THE SITUATION
FROM A NEW BASIS UNQUOTE. THE ARTICLE SINGLES OUT MR ATKINS' i
STATENENT THAT THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT WAS WILLING TO DISCUSS THE |
HUMAN I TARIAN ASPECTS OF PRISON ADMINISTRATION IN NORTHERN JRELAND
QUOTE WITH ANYONE WHO SHARES OUR CONCERN ABOUT 1T UNQUOTE AND
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HUMAN | TART AN ASPECTS OF PRISON ADMIHISTRATION 1N NORTHERM [RELAND
QuoTﬁ GITH ANYONE WHO SHARES OUR CONCERN ABOUT IT UNQUOTE AND
ONTINUES QUOTE HE SPECIFICALLY ACKNOWLEDGED THE GOVERNMENT'S
AuﬁErluﬂT WITH LAST SUMMER'S FINDINGS BY THE EUROPEAN COMMISSIoN
OF HUMAN RIGHTS WHIGH SPELT OUT THE RIGHTS TO WHICH ALL PRISINERS
SYOULD BE ENTITLED., THE SIGNS OF A BREAK IN THE DEADLOCK EMERGE
AFTER MR JOHM HUME, THE LEADER OF THE SDLP, MET MR ATK{NS (4
LONDON AND RAISED WITH HIM THE TERMS OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSICNS
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FINDINGS, UNQUOTE . .
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3, THE IRISH rinfs POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT, DICK WALSH, REPOATS
SACTIONS TO THE STATEMENT BY THE GOVERNMENT AND OPPOSITION PARTIES
SEE MYTELS HOS 359 AHD 360. HE REMARKED ON THE RARE UMNANIMITY OF
THE GOVERNMENT AND THE OPPOSITION AND GAVE PROMINt\Lt TO JOHk
HUME?S APPEAL FOR THE HUNGER STRIKERS T0O S ' OROTEST wHILE
DISCUSSION TOOK PLACE IN AN ATMOSPHERE OF REDUCED TENSION.
o

L,  UNDER THE HEADLINE GQUOTE H BLOCK GLIMMER OF HOPE UNQUOTE
CHRIS GLENNON, THE IRISH INDEPENDENT?S POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT
REPORTS QUOTE THE FIRST BREADK HAS COME IN THE DEADLOCK OR T

H BLOCKS HUNGER STRIKEs THIS WAS THE UNANIMOUS VIEW AMONG THE
MAJOR POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE REPUBLIC LAST NIGHT AFTER A F{R4
INDICATION THAT THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT WAS PREPARED TO NEuUT FATE
OM CONDITIONS IN LONG KESH.eess THE BREAK ON DAY 39 OF THE STRIKE
FOLLOWED IMTENSIVE LOBBYING BETWeEN THE GOVERNMENTS W DUBLIYX AND
LONDON AND ALSO INVOLVING NOSTHERN SECRETARY, HUMPHREY ATKILS, AND
SDLP LEADER , JOHN HUME ,.ese MR ATKINS MADE CLEAR THE BRITISH
GOVERNMENTS INTENTION TO CONTINUE TO REFUSE POLITICAL STATUS TO
THE PRISONERS, BUT HE POINTED OUT THAT REVERTHELESS THEIR ws3

A PREPAREDNESS TO DEAL WITH THE QUOTE HUMANITARIAN ASPECTS UNQUOTE
CF THE CONDITICNS IN THE PRISON, UNQUOTE |

Se UNDER THE HEADING QUOTE DOOR OPENS OM H BLOCK UNQUOTE, T-:t
JRISH PRESS REPFORTS CAUTIGSLY QUOTE INDICATIONS OF AN APPAREIAT
BRITISH WILLINGNESS TO MAKE CONCESSICNS TO END THE H BLOUK AhD
ARMAGH HUNGER STRIKES HAVE BEEN WELCGMED BY IRISH POULITICAL
LEADERS, BUT MET WiTH A GUARDED RESPONSE FROM THE RELATIVES CF THE
HUNGER STRIKERS AND THE NATIONAL H BLOCK COMMITEE. IN THE LATEST
DEVELOPMENT ON THE 39TH DAY OF THE FAST BY SEVEN REPUSLICANS
IN LONG KESH IT EMERGED THAT THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT, ALTHGUf4 | g
STILL OPPOSED TO THE GRANTING OF POLITICAL STATUS, ARE PREPAIED AT :
THE INSISTENCE OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION OF HUMAN RIGHVTS,
< T0 DEAL WiTH THE LIVING .CONDITIONS OF THE H BLOCKS. AND ARMAGH
PRISCNERS . UNQUOTE THE ARTICLE POINTS QUT QUOTE THE SHIFT
THE TaTau BRITISH POSITION CAME ONLY THREE DAYS AFTER THE
LUXEMBURG MEETING BETWEEN MR HAUGHEY, AND THE
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. THE STATED
© LUXEMBURG MEETING DETWEEN THE TAOISEACH, 1R HAUGHEY, AND THEt
@15 prive MINISTER, MBS THATCHER, UNQUOTE THE ARTICLE THEN
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ARITISH POSITION CAME ONLY THREE DAYS AFTER THE
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QUOTES THE REACTIONS OF THE GOVERMMENT, THE OPPOSITION PARTIES,
THE RELATIVES OF THE HUNGER STRIKERS, THE NATIiONAL H BLOCK/ARYAGH
COMMITTEE AND PROVISIONAL SINN FEIN.

EDITORTALS

AN EDITORIAL IN THE IRISH TIMES SPEAKS OF THE IRISH GOVERNMENT
£S HAVING QUOTE WISELY AND SPEEDILY STEPPED IN TO OFFER ITS

SERVICES IN HELPING TO RESOLVE THE IMPASSE. {T DID THIS IN RZSFONSE
TO A HitT IH AN ANSWER TO A PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION N THE HOUSE

OF COMMONS, WHICH SEEMED TO SHOW AN OUTBREAK OF COMMON SENSE
AND WHICH WAS CONFIRMED BY AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS BETWEEN MR JCAN HUNE
AND THE SECRETARY OF STATE, MR ATKINS UNQUOTE, THE EDITORIALIST
ASSERTS QUOTE 1T 1S NMOT A MATTER OF THE PROVISIONALS WINHING A
VICTORY, BUT OF A VICTORY FOR COMMON SEMSE AND DECERCY SEMICCLOM
MID IT IS A CONTEST WHICH SHOULD MEVER HAVE ARISEN, THE STARDARDS
OF GOVERNMENTS MUST BE SERENE BEYOND REPROACH .. AS JOHM HUAS
PEMINDS US THE SMALL PRINT OF THE VERDICT OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS
COMMISSION OFFERS A WAY OUT FOR ALL. NOR SHOULD A SOLUTION TO THE
PROZLEM RE ANY AFFRONT TO UNIONISTS, IN PARTICULARLY THOSE wAG
HAVE SUFFERED BITTER LOSS 1IN THE LAST TEN YEARS WAR. IT 1S Ik
THEIR INTERESTS TOO THAT VICTIMISATION SHOULD HEVER COME FRUM
THOSE It AUTHORITY, AND THAT THE ADMINISTRATION FROM THE TOP
DOWN SHOULD AT ALL TIMES BE SEEN TO HAVE CLEAN HANDS AND AN
UNDERSTANDING HEART UNQUOTE | _

UKDER THE HEADING QUOTE A GLEAR OF LIGHT UNQUOTE THE EDiTCRIAL
IO THE IRISH PRESS ADOPTS A MORE CAUTIOUS TONE., QUOTE WHAT 1S OF
OVERRIDING IMPORTANCE IS WHETHER OR NOT MR ATKINS LATEST RESFUNSE
IN THE SUSTAINED PRESSURE THAT HAS BEEN BROUGHT TO BEAR UPCK riM
REPRESENTS WHAT COULD BE REGARDED AS A MOVE WHICH WOULD ee.. CFFER
REASONAELE HOPE OF ACHIEVING A SOLUTION ..., NOT EVERYBODY WiLL SEE
IN THE ATKINS STATEMENT ANYTHING THAT CAN BE TAKEN AS A POSITIVE
ADVANCE. A WILLINGNESS TO DISCUSS THE HUMANITARIAN ASPECTS
OF TYE PRISON ADMINISTRATION 11l NORTHERH JRELAND WITH ANYOLE =
SHARES THE BRITISH GOVERNMENTS CONCERN ABOUT IT FALLS DECILELY
SHORT OF ANY GUARANMTEE OF GOMMITMENT ON THIS GRAVE ISSUE, BUT PERHAPS
{T WOULD BE WELL TO EXAMINE THE CIRCUMSTANCES IN WH{CH THE
SECRETARY?3 STATEMENT WAS MADE TO WHOM AMD THE IWTERPRETATION
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THAT WAS PLACED UPCN IT UNQUOTE THE EDITORY{AL REPORTS THAT

MR JOMM HUME DETECTED WHAT HE SAW AS QUOTE A BREAK IN TAE RIGIJITY
GF THE BRITISH GOVERWMENT’ S ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE HUNGER STRi<27

UNQUOTE AND THAT HIS ASSESSHMENT QUOTE DESERVES THE WEIGHTIEST
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UHQUOTE

AND THAT HIS ASIESSMENT QU

CONSIDRATION, HE IS A POLITICIAN
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WITH AND INTERPRETTING POL

THE EDITORIAL CONCLUDES, MR HUMES
SUPPORTERS OF THE HUNGER STRIKERS
A PEACEFUL SOLUTION OF THE CRISIS,
WHICH COULD SAVE LIVES AND DIVERT

“HEELDED,

IT STRIKES A RESPGHNSIVz CA

WHO WANT TO SAVE FURTHER SUFFERING
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OF EXRERJENCE ACGUSTOMLED TO .
I TICAL UTTERANCES UNQUOTE.
QUOTE APPEAL TO RELATIVES AND
TC ACCEPT THE OPPORTUNITY OF
A STEP BY STEP DE~ESCALATION
W DESPREAD VIOLENCE MUST BL
L N THE HEARTS OF ALL PECPLE
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FOLLOWING 15 TEXVY QOF ”TA"'VEﬁT {SSUED TONIGHT BY THE IrRiSH

GOVERNIENT 4
BEGINS 1= THE GOVERNMENT wELCOMES ThE INCLUSISH N ThE STATEMENT
ISSUED TODAY BY THE BRITISH GUVERNMEIST CF THREIS WILL EHGHE!
SANITARI AN ASPECT COF THE PRIZOH AMIYY
THE R IRELAEQ WiTH ANYONE WHO SHARES THEIR CON
T, AS IT 15 THE GOVERNMENT?S VI« THAT T 45 ALORG T
THAT A SOLUTICN CAN BE REACHED THEY EXPRESS GhHE BU
TH15 OFFER wWilL BE TA&EK UP AND PURSYED AS A MATTER
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THE GOVEANMENT BELIEVE THAT T 15 & Wnk INTERESTS OF
PE“PLE OF THIS ISLAND YHAT A WAY OUT OF Tnc

AND sccUrRETY CF ALl Tie
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SRESENT SITUATION SnoULD Be FOUND ARD THEY AGAIN HDICATE ThHAT Tozy
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ARE READY T %uﬁ THEIR SUPPORT TO ANY MOVES WHICH WOULD CFFEH
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A REASOQHADLE HOPE OF ACHIEVINEG A SOLUTICHe BwWiD.
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