
REPORT OF THE THREE WISE MEN OH EUROPEAN INSTITUTIONS 


The main p o i n t s of the r e p o r t are:­

( i ) Aims of Report: 

(a) Not to modify i n s t i t u t i o n a l "balance but suggest 

p r a c t i c a l ways of improving the f u n c t i o n i n g of each 

i n s t i t u t i o n to create the best p o s s i b l e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

c o n d i t i o n s f o r overcoming e x i s t i n g d i f f i c u l t i e s (pp 13,14). 


( i i ) European Council 

/ (a) This i s the e f f e c t i v e source of p o l i t i c a l guidance i n 


the Community. (pp 15-18). 

(b) The European Council should adopt before 1981, i n 

c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h the Commission, p r i o r i t i e s f o r the 

Community as a whole. (pp 19-20; 

( c ) The European Co u n c i l should be i n t e g r a t e d as f a r as 


/	 p o s s i b l e w i t h i n the normal framework of i n t e r - i n s t i t u t i o n a l 

r e l a t i o n s . (pp 21-22) 

(d) There should be l i m i t e d agendas, l i m i t e d attendance, 

f u l l p r e p a r a t i o n and follow-up, e a r l y c i r c u l a t i o n ™ T ^ ^ ' 

documents. Presidency r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r d r a f t i n g 

accurate c o n c l u s i o n s . (pp 22-26) 

(e) Giscard's idea of a longer-term (e.g. 2 year) 

Presidency f o r the European Council i s r e j e c t e d . (pp 26-27) 


( i i i  ) Council of M i n i s t e r s 

\Sy (a) The machinery i s becoming clogged. (pp 31-34) 


s ^ (b) C l e a r e r d e f i n i t i o n and more e f f i c i e n t execution of the 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of the Presidency are e s s e n t i a l . (pp 35-42) 


/ (c) The Presidency should be f r e e to l i g h t e n i t s own load 

\y by e n t r u s t i n g p a r t i c u l a r d o s s i e r s to other Members of the 


European C o u n c i l , Council of M i n i s t e r s or subordinate 

organs.(pp 43) 

(d) Other options, e.g. " t r o i k a " formula, are 

r e j e c t e d . (pp 44-45) 

(e) Council must be f r e e to concentrate on p o l i t i c a l 

i s s u e s . (pp 46) 


*} ( f ) Should be g r e a t e r d e l e g a t i o n to Commission, COREPER 

- and l o w e r - l e v e l bodies;T v~Tpp 47-50) 


(g) The "Luxembourg Compromise" i s a f a c t of l i f e so 

m a j o r i t y v o t i n g should be accepted as normal p r a c t i c e i n 


p  a l l cases where the Treaty does not r e q u i r e unanimity and 
m

no very important i n t e r e s t s are i n v o l v e d . (pp 50-52) 


A h ) 
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^ (h) There should be greater c o - o r d i n a t i o n of Community 

, a c t i v i t i e s at a l l l e v e l s ; the Council of Foreign M i n i s t e r s 


should p l a y a c e n t r a l r o l e . (pp 52-57) 

Iy ) j J ( i ) N a t i o n a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s must be able to produce 


• ' v t i m e l y , considered and coherent i n s t r u c t i o n s . (pp 60-62) 

^ ( j ) The Presidency must ensure good r e l a t i o n s w i t h the 


Parliament; and the Commission's c o n t r i b u t i o n i s v i t a l to 

the Council's good f u n c t i o n i n g . (pp 62-63) 


( i v ) Commission 

(a) E x e r c i s e of r o l e and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s should be more 

e f f e c t i v e . (pp 64-67) 

(b) Report endorses recommendations of Spierenburg 

Committee - only one Commissioner per Member State a f t e r 

enlargement, e t c . (pp 67-69) 

(c) The P r e s i d e n t of the Commission's a u t h o r i t y must be 

r e i n f o r c e d . He must be chosen s i x months before the 


*>^. i/^Commission's renewal, must be consulted on the s e l e c t i o n 

vUl/U- Commissioners and have the l a s t word on the a l l o c a t i o n 


l^y^^ of p o r t f o l i o s . (p 70) — 

(d) The Commission should set up at the s t a r t of i t s term 

of o f f i c e a general programme (which can be r e v i s e d at 

l e a s t once a year) i n harmony w i t h the p r i o r i t i e s defined 

by the European Co u n c i l (see paragraph ( i i ) ( b ) above). 

(p 7 D 

(e) I t should p a r t i c i p a t e a c t i v e l y i n the work of the 

Council which should delegate implementation of p o l i c i e s 

t o the Commission.(p 72) 


(v) European Parliament 

(a) Must be c l o s e r contacts between Parliament and 

Commission, (p 78) 

(b) Commission and Council should take Parliament's 

Resolutions more s e r i o u s l y . (pp 79-80) 

(c) The implementation of the " c o n c i l i a t i o n procedure" 

(between Council and Parliament on acts w i t h "appreciable 

f i n a n c i a l consequences") should be improved. 

(Annex pp 114-118) 

(d) The President of the European Council should appear 

once every s i x months before the Parliament. (p 81) 


( v i ) Other 

(a) Any system of a "two-speed" Europe must be r e j e c t e d , 

(p 90) 


/(b) 
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(b) Use of n a t i o n a l languages cannot be l i m i t e d s y s t e m a t i c a l l y 

and by compulsion but e s s e n t i a l t h a t pragmatic arrangements 

are found to reduce number of i n t e r p r e t e r s at meetings. 

(PP 93-95) 


( v i i ) Conclusions 


(a) In the face of a d i f f i c u l t p e r i o d f o r Europe i n the 

next few years the Member States must maintain t h e i r 

s o l i d a r i t y and counter the pressures f o r p r o t e c t i o n i s m , 

(pp 99-100) 


(b) The f i r s t and greatest task f o r the Community i s the 

maintenance and c o n s o l i d a t i o n of the acquis. (p 106) 

(c) S o l i d a r i t y between the Member States must be given 

p r a c t i c a l expression to help s u r v i v e immediate dangers 

and l a y foundation f o r longer-term progress. (pp 107-8) 


Foreign and Commonwealth O f f i c e 

22 November 1979 
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