
FOREIGN MINISTER OP AUSTRALIA AT THE BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER'S RESIDENCE, 

LUSAKA ON TUESDAY |1 JULY 1979 AT ] 63P . 

Those Present: 
The Rt Hon Lord Caijrington
Mr G G H Walden
Mr J S Wail

 The Eon Andrew Peacock MP 
 Mr D W Evans, Assistant Secretary, 

 Department of Foreign A f f a i r s 

1. Mr Peacock said that he had had useful v i s i t s i n Nairobi and Dar es Salaam. 

He handed over a copy of a minute from himself to Mr Eraser, summarising h i s 

discussions with President Nyerere (copy attached). 


2. Lord Carrington commented that Mr Peacock's discussions were borne cut by 
the t a l k which he and the Prime Minister had had with President Nyerere e a r l i e r 
i n the afternoon 'which i n turn was very much i n l i n e with what President 
.yo.-~re had toll Lord Harlech i n Juno. 
3* J^s-PPS^-- as-<ed whether the B r i t i s h Government would be able to give, 
during the Conference, a clearer idea of what they would be doing over Rhodesia. 
Lord Carrington said that the Prime Minister would explain our p o s i t i o n i n 
.jnsrn- v i x i or. Friday ana might be able tc give a l i t t l e b i t more the 

following Monday. ••jr Pa^cocn thought that the B r i t i s h Government would have 

to go further. Lor d_jarrington pointed cut that the issue had not yet been 

discussed i n Cabinet. However, he thought that our general i n t e n t i o n would 

be clear enough. We would not wish to go any further at t h i s stage and the 

Australians should not fuss. We hoped to say that we had heard at the 

Conference certain things that pointed i n a p a r t i c u l a r d i r e c t i o n and that, 

having heard them, we would go away and put forward firm proposals. 


4« Mr Peacock asked how B r i t a i n would answer the Question of what would 
happen further down the road. Lord Carrington s a i d that we would not answer 
that question at t h i s point. Zr^Peacock said that President Nyerere had 
thought that an international supervisory force would not be required i n 
Rhodesia, but he thought that President Nyerere and I be looking 
for certain assurances- Î £̂ ,Car̂ rijiĝ on_ said that the 3 Commonwealth 
acknowledged B r i t a i n ' s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for Rhodesia. There could be no question 
therefore of assurances, but we would of course pay attention to what was said 
and would be grateful for i t  . He thought that President Nyerere had been 
s a t i s f i e d by h i s discussions with the Prime i l i n i s t e r that afternoon. Mr Peacock 
said that President Nyerere was hoping that the B r i t i s h xtfould be able to 
whisper i n his ear from time to time. 

5- Mr Peacock said that, during h i s v i s i t ~oo Nairobi, he had found 
President Moi very helpful on Rhodesia. The OAU declaration on Rhodesia had 

just been published. Vice-President Kibaki, who had been i n Monrovia» had 

confirmed the i n i t i a l B r i t i s h reaction that the OAU decision was l a r g e l y 

t a c t i c a l . Lord ferrington said that the OAU decision was not r e f l e c t e d i n 

anything that President Nyerere had said. 


6. Mr Peacock said that he had not arrived i n Lagos to j o i n Mr Eraser u n t i l 
a f t e r the l a t t e r ' s t a l k s with General Cbasanjo. General Obasanjo had said that 
Nigeria had gone out on a limb to s e l l the Anglo-American proposals. The 
Nigerians were now very suspicious of B r i t i s h motives and believed that 

/ B r i t a i n 




B r i t a i n should come to CHGM with detailed proposals. 


7. Mr Peacock said that Mr Eraser had raised the question of the possible 

n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n of BP i n Nigeria with General Obasanjo i n the car going cut 

• J O the a i r p o r t . Llr leaser had had a somewhat equivocal response, but had 
come away with the impression that General Obasanjo had confirmed the decision. 

tt. Lord _ Carrington enquired whether President Nyerere had raised with the 

Australians the Uganda issue. Mr Peacock said that he had not, and that he 

understood that the Nigerians were not proposing to raise the issue i n 

Lusaka. Lo r d^Carrington said that President Nyerere had t o l d the Prime 

Minister that he was stuck with Uganda and could not extricate himself. 

In other words i  t was a mess. 


9« Reverting to Rhodesia, Mr Peacock said that Mr Eraser's posture would 

be a monitoring one, and that Mr Eraser would be ready to use h i s good 

o f f i c e s . He read out from the Australian b r i e f which said that pressure 

should only be brought to bear i  f the United Kingdom veered of f course and 

i  f there were consequent dangers to the Commonwealth. The b r i e f also said 

that A u s t r a l i a should acknowledge UK s e n s i t i v i t i e s to outside pressures. 

Mr Peacock said that Lord Carrington would r e a l i s e from what he had read out 

that he had had to "hose down" Mr Eraser. I t had not o r i g i n a l l y been his 

i n t e n t i o n to go to Lagos at a l l but Mr Eraser had c l e a r l y been wound up by 

what General Obasanjo had t o l d him and Mr Peacock had received an SOS from 

Australian o f f i c i a l s asking him to go to Nigeria to cool things down. He 

thought he had succeeded for the time being. 
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