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LEADER'S CONSULTATIVE COMMITIEE

Mimgtes of the 156th Mceting held at 5.20 p.o.
on Wednesday, 23rd March 1977, in the Leader's
Room at the House of Commons.

¥rs. Thatcher (in the Chair)

Hp. Whitelaw, Lerd Tarringten,

Lord Hailsohas, Sir Geoffrey Howe,
M¢. Pym, Sir Ian Gilmoury

Mr, Peyton, Mr. Jenkin, Mr. Davies,
Mr. St. Johh 3tevas, Mr, Hasaltine,.
Mr. Mande, Mr, Neave, Mr. Bdward
Mre. Oppenheim, Mr. King, Mr. Nott,
Mr. Taylor.

In attendance: Sip Michael Havers, Mr. Butler,
Mr. Staniey, Mr, Patten, Mr. Ridley,
Mr, Hoocor, Mr. Nicholkoh.

Apologies: M#. Prior, Lord Thorneycroft.

1. Future Business for the week 238th March-4th April

On Monday, 28th March, there would be the cénclumion of the
debate on the Statement on the Defence Estimates (Mr. Churchill,
Mr. Davies). This would ba followed by the Remaining Stages of
the Genaral Rate {Public Utilities) Bill (Mr. Durant) and of the
Mareiage (Scotland) 3ill. This would be followsd by & Motion on
ZEC Documents COM/76/660, 5/102/77 ard R/618777 on Fishery Resourcas.

. On Tuemdmy, 29th March, Mr, H. Cowans would seck lsava to
introduce his Transport Hill undsr the 10 Minute Bule. This would
be followed by the Budgat (Mrs. Thatchaer}, Thére would then b
Opposed Private Business: the Second Reading of the St. Paul’s
Playing Fislds (Trust} Bill or GLC {Genyral Powers) and this would
be followed by Proceedings on the Ageicultursl Heldings (Noticew
to Quit) and on the British Airways Board Bill.

an Wednesday, 20th March, Lord James Douglas-Hamilton would
saek laave to introduce him Dunfertiline Coilege of Physical
Education for Women (Change of Mame) Bill under the 10 Mirwte
Rule. This would be followed by the second day of the Budget debate
On Thurasday, 3lat March, thers would be the third day of the
Budget debate., This would be Tollowed by a debate on the Ruling
by tha Chairman of Waye and Means of February 10th {Me. Fym).

On Friday, 1let April, therc would ba the Private #embers'
Motions of Mr. John Lee, Mr. Patrick Mayhew and Mr. Tony Hewton.

On Monday, 4th April, there would ba the conclusion of the
debate on the Budget Statement. .

ieresf 2. Matters




.-

Matters Arising on Business
There wa3 a dimcussion and the fellowing peints wers agreed:

{1} Sir Geoffrey Howe would speak in the Budget debate on
30th March, & decision on other speakers would be taken at a later
stage.

{ii) 1t was noted that, with regard to the proposed debate
on the raling of the Chairman of Ways and Means on dlat March,
My, Foot would indicate the Goverrment'sm intention to refer the
matter to the Procadure Committee, and that we were matisfled with
thie solution,

The Politi Situation

There was a.discumaion on tha political pituation that had
arisin as & pesult of the Libderals’' vots agresing with the Govern—
ment at the end of the No Confidence debate later that evening.
Mrs. Thatcher expiained to the LCC the apparent terms of the
Liberal-Labour "accommodation® as set out in ¥r, Callaghan's and
Mr. Steel's spesches. The following points were eedt

(1} In general, our reaction should be One more of woerrow
than of anger. We should say that the Liberals were betraying all
their traditions and were mimply ensbling the prssent Labour
Govesnaant to remain in power a little longer until what might be
a slightly more favourable climate [or an elaction at which Labour
would be seeking a jarger majority to impose more Socialism,

(11) Wa mhould take a positive and constructive lins and
seek to divide Liberal voters from their leaders and ¥Ps and attract
thea to our cause.

{1ii} We should point out that the Liberals were apparently
acquiescing in the Government's deplurable record over the last
three years.

{iv} We should ‘criticise Mr. Cailaghan for "wheeling and
dealing” rather than attack Mr. Stesl. .
{v) ¥ith regard to the Housing and Hoaaless Parsdns Bill,
which the Government weres now supporting, we should make our
criticisms in the Standing Committee on the Bill, We should decid
iater how to vote on Third Reading, when we could svaluate the
sffect of cun critisisms in Standing Ceamlttae and of the correspond-
ence that the Governmeht was likely to receive from local authorities.

(vi) We should ask the Liberals why, if they had an accom-
modation with the Labour Party, they were contesting Labour-held
seats 1ike Stechford and Grimsby.

Other business

Mr. Davics reportad on hias visit to ¥ashingten, and it was
reed that Memberm of the LCC would seek to aequaint members of
a: Tew Adminimtration and American Journaliats with Conservative
Party policies.

The oeeting cleosed at 6.15 p.m.
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