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THE PRIME MINISTER 29 May 1979 


When you came t o see me on 24 May, you l e f t w i t h me a l e t t e r 

about t h e f u t u r e o f t h e I s l a n d o f Iona, e n c l o s i n g t h e t e x t o f a 

motion adopted by t h e A n g l i c a n C o n s u l t a t i v e C o u n c i l . 


George Younger has been k e e p i n g an eye on developments. He 

t e l l s me t h a t t h e p r o p e r t y on o f f e r i s e s s e n t i a l l y c r o f t i n g and 

f a r m i n g l a n d on t h e I s l a n d : t h e Abbey and o t h e r h i s t o r i c monuments 

are i n t h e hands o f t h e T r u s t e e s . 


I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t h e p r o p e r t y was p u t on t h e open market 
t h i s week, a f t e r u n s u c c e s s f u l a t t e m p t s by t h e N a t i o n a l T r u s t f o r 
S c o t l a n d t o conclude a p r i v a t e t r e a t y s a l e w i t h t h e A r g y l l T r u s t e e s . 
As a r e s u l t , t h e Hugh F r a s e r Foundation announced on 23 May t h a t 
i  t was prepared t o put up £.1% m i l l i o n . I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t h e 
o f f e r has been made and accepted i n p r i n c i p l e . What remains t o 
be c l a r i f i e d i s whether che I s l a n d i s t o be passed t o t h e S e c r e t a r y 
o f S t a t e or t o t h e N a t i o n a l T r u s t . 

I hope t h a t t h i s l a t e s t t u r n of events meets your concern about 
t h e f u t u r e o f Iona. I am g r a t e f u l t o you f o r dra w i n g my a t t e n t i o n 
t o t h e q u e s t i o n , and I ueree t h a t i  t i s i m p o r t a n t t o p r e v e n t any 
r a d i c a l a l t e r a t i o n o f t h e p r e s e n t c h a r a c t e r and use o f t h e I s l a n d . 

H i s G r a c e T h e L o r d A r c h b i s h o p o f C a n t e r b u r y 


