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PRIME MINISTER 


THE BAN ON CIVIL SERVICE RECRUITMENT 


I have seen a copy of the minute dated 17 J u l y from the 
Lord P r e s i d e n t about the f u t u r e of the three months 
recruitment f r e e z e . W h i l s t I can see advantages i n extending 
i  t f o r a f u r t h e r p e r i o d I t h i n k i  t might prove an obstacle 
to the more s u b s t a n t i a l manpower re d u c t i o n s i n the medium 
term which are r e l a t e d to f u n c t i o n s . So lo n g as the f u n c t i o n s 
e x e r c i s e i s i n no way diminished i n i t s urgency and importance 
I tend to agree w i t h the Lord P r e s i d e n t . 

 am copying t h i s minute to Cabinet c o l l e a g u e s , the M i n i s t e r 

of Transport and S i r John Hunt. 
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