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My IMMEDIATELY PRECEEDING TELE 3 NORTHERN JRELAND.

“ 4, FOLLOWING IS TEXT:

QWESTION,

MR SECRETARY, AS YOU KNOW, PRIME MINISTERS LYNCH AND THATCHER ARE
MEETING TODAY. YOU OR THE DEPARTMENT RECENTLY SUGPENDED ARMS SALE

TO THE ROYAL ULSTER CONSTABULARY,

s
<

IN THE MEANTIME PECPLE LIKE

GOVERNOR -CAREY HAVE EVEN STEPPED IN TO OFFER MEDIATICN, MY
JESTION 18, WHEN WILL THiS STUDY THAT YOU ARE DOING NOW ON ““!Q
BE COMPLETED AND ARE YOU CONTEMPLATING SUGGESTING TC MRS THATCHER
4ND THE BRITISH COVERNMENT A NEW POLITICAL INITIATIVE TG TRY AND

SOLVE THE PROBLEM,

BNSHER .

THE ANSWER IS THAT WE ARE NOT PLANNING TO SUGGES T A NEW PO
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ERY CLEARLY iIN 1977, A POSITION OF IMPARTIALITY. T IS A
F CONDEMN:ING TERRORISM AND VIOLENCE AND IT IS A POSITION WHICH
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SUPPORTS THE BRINGING TOGETHER OF THE VARIOUS FACTICNS 1N AN
ATTEMPT TO TRY TO MOVE TOWARDS A PEACEFUL SOLUTIO
iT IS AN IMMENSELY DIFFICULT PROBLEM AS ALL OF US /NL{ - %E OF

THE MOST DIFFICULT OF THESE TYPES OF PROBLEMS THAT EXISTS

THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. THE POSITION

«

WHICH WE HAVE TAKEN IS SUPPORTE

t>)

J BY TR



BY THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT, BY THE IRISH

GOVERNMENT AND BY THE

FOLITICAL PARTIES iH BOTH IRELAND AND NORTHERN IRELAND. FCR US

10 INTRUDE CURSELVES AT THIS POINT iNTO

JUDGEMENT WOULD NOT BE WISE. § THINK

PARTIES CCHCEZRNED AND THEY ARE THE Cd£<
T2iS iISSUE.
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THE IRISH SITUATION il
IT WOULD BE RESENTED BY THE
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1, AT H1S PRESS CONFERENCE TGDAY MR VANCE WAS ASKED WHEN THE
STATE DEPARTMENT REVIEW OF POLICY ON ARMS FOR THE RUC wOULD

BE COMPLETED AND WHETHER THE US GOVERNMENT WERE CONTEMPLATING
SUGGESTING A NEW POLITICAL INITIATIVE TO THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT,
THE TEXT OF MR VANCE’S REPLY, IN wHICH HE AVOIDED ANY MERTION CF.
THE RUC POLICY REVIEW, IS IN MY IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING TYELEGRAM,
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o, AT DESK LEVEL THE STATE DEPARTMENT MAVE CONFIRMED THAT THEY
o T P Y E M T ") = Ay RADY - 7T
ARE ACCELERATING THEIR WORK O THE REVIEW, BUT ARE UNABLE 0.

FORECAST WHEN IT wiLL BE COMPLETED.
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