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SINO - VIETNAMESE RELATIONS

CONFIDENTIAL

1, IN A LONG TALK WITH MR HEATH ON 7 SEPT E““ERE FOREIGN
MINISTER HUANG HUA MADE THE FOLLOWING MAIN POINTS ON VIETNAM,

9, HE COULD CONFIDE TO MR HEATH AS AN OLD FRIEND THAT CHINA
FOUGHT THE RECENT PIMENOR WARY? NOT OUT OF A NARROW VIEW OF

HER OwWN INTERESTS OR BORDER SECURITY BUT BECAUSE OF THE OV TRALL
STRATEGIC SITUATION, PARTICULARLY 1IN THE ASIAN PACIFIC REGION,

3. ASKED WHETHER THE DISPUTE MIGHT N OT BOG- CHINA DOWN 1IN
VIETNAM, DRAINING HER STRENG TH AND THERth SUITING THE RUSSIANS,
HE SAID HE THOUCHT THE DISPUTE WOULD CONTINUE FOR A LONG Tlha
TO COME, HE EXPECTED NO RESULT FROM THE SINO-VIETNAMESE TALK
IN THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE., UNLESS VIETNAM GAVE UP *?REG]OMAL
__M
HEGEMONY?? CHINA WOULD NOT SIGN AN AGREEMENT ON BORDER
DISENGAGEMENT. TO DO S0 WOULD GIVE THE VIETMAMESE AND RUSSIANS

A FREE HAND TO PURSUE THEIR DESIGNS IN SCUTH EAST ASiA.
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4. THERE -WAS THEREFORE NEED FOR HIGH SUSTAINED P?ES
PﬁL‘Ti AL, ECuN“”!C AND MILITARY ON _VIETMAM, SUPPLIE
CAME OD! M RESISTANCE WERE CURRENTLY VERY DIF fiCULT
IH?OSCSBLE, IF “UN\R(LLA WAR CQULD BE SUSTA{!
YEARS IT WOULD PRODUCE CHANCES N THE VIETNAMES - A£~ SPCHE.
WAS REuith““ ASEAN COUNTRIES THAT SUPPORT
“QJT}, AM D giAg FORCES WAS SUPPCORT FOR THE O N “'"'“lTY.
3 HIS RECENT ”{J! MR MONDAL i} ASSUR _ LB nAT
”ITLJ STATES HAD W NTENTION TO ENGAG N ACTIVIY Wd1TH
! FOR A POLITICAL LN CAMBODIA BEHIND CHINA'S BACK,
MERICANS LEANE! 0S8 THE |DEA OF A POLITICAL
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CONFIDENTIAL
5. CHINA DID NOT ENTIRELY OPPOSE A POLITICAL SOLUTION H‘J‘ .
CAMBODIA BUT AT PRESENT THE IDEA WAS NOT REALISTIC,  SIHANOUK
WANTED TO NEGOTIATE AND STRIKE A COMPROMISE WITH VIETNAM IN
PURSUIT OF AT LEAST A PHASED WITHDRAWAL OF VIETNAMESE TROOPS,
THIS WCULD BE AN UNACCEPTABLE GAMBLE, SIHANQUK WAS AN OLD
FRIEND AND PATRIOT AND DESPITE DIVERGENCES, THE CHINESE
RESPECTED HIM AND FAVOURED HIS NAT fOM\L SALVATION FRONT
TO OPPOSE VIETNAMESE OCCUPATION, BUT THE IDEA OF A
PROVISI ONAL GOVERNMENT AND NEGOTIATIONS WITH VIETNAM WAS A
DIFFERENT MATTER. SIHANOUK HAD MO REAL FORCES AT HOME AND
IF AN ELECTION WERE HELD AS HE SUGGESTED UNDER U.N. AUSPICES
THE RESULT WOULD BE VIETNAMESE CONTROL.,

6. CHINA HAD RESERVED THE RIGHT TO REPEAT THE MILITARY LESSON
G- FEBRUARY AGAINST VIETNAM, SHE ALWAYS HAD IN MIND POSSIBLE
SOVIET ACTION IN THE NORTH N SUCH AN EVENT AND WOULD ALWAYS
ACT PRUDENTLY. BUT THE RUS SIANS WOULD BE FACED WITH A PROBLEM,
IF THEY CHOSE MINOR BORDER CONFLICTS THE CHINESE COULD HAMDLE
THEMs . EVEN A MED | UM=51 ZE i”TEQVEHT!ON, INVOLVING, SAY 2 ARMY
CORPS, WOULD MOT BRING RESULTS, A MASSIVE ACTION WOULD f’VOLVE
A SWITCH IN SOVIET STRATEGIC DEPLOYMENT FROM EUROPE TO THE
FAR EAST. THE RUSSIANS WOULD NEED 1 - 2 MILLION MEN TO COPE
WITH CHINA,

O QEFUGEES, HUANG HUA ADMITTED PROBLEMS IN SETTLING THE

,390 WHO HAD ALREADY CROSSED THE LAND BORDER INTO CH!INA,.

T1E CHINESE WERE PREPARED TO RECEIVE A MAXIMUM OF 10,700
PRESENTLY IN THAI CAMPS INTO CHINA, e o

OLLOWS 3Y BAG.

9. BANGKOK PLEASE PASS SAVING TO
CRADOCK
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