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'R PRIME MINISTER.,

..lNK YOU FOR YOUR PROMPT INFORMATION ABOUT THE DECISION TO H‘NIZE

BRITISH POLARIS. ALTHOUGH THIS IS A PURELY NATIONAL AFFIAR
BETVEEN THE NUCLEAR POWERS INVOLVED, THE DECISION NEVERTHELESS HAS

IMPORTANT IMPLICATIONS FOR THE ALLIANCE AND THE GLOBAL BALANCE
B8 FORCES. .

I*CUI‘IE THE DECISION TAKEN BY THE UNITED KINGDOM BECAUSE
MODERNIZATION OF THE BRITISH NUCLEAR POTENIAL WILL CONTRIBUTE
TOWARDS MAINTAINING THE BALANCE OF FORCES.

“;S PART ICULARY APPRECIATE THE FACT THAT IT HAS BEEN PUSS]B‘B
FIND A SOLUTION WHICH, ON THE ONE HAND, MEETS THE TECHNALOGIAL
IREMENTS OF THE COMING CENTURY AND, ON THE OTHER, KEEPS WITHIN
ANTECONOMIC SCOPE THAT WILL PREVENT ANY WEAKENING OF THE
CONVENTIONAL FORCES OF THE UNITED KINGDOM AND HENCE OF THE .

”uncs. I BELIEVE THEREFORE THAT THE RESOLVE OF THE UNITED
NGDOM, WHICH HAS THUS BEEN REAFFIRMED, TO STRENGTHEN 1TS

CONVENTIONAL FORCES, INCLUDING THE 3 PER CENT REAL ANNUAL
ICREASE IN DEFENCE SPENDING, CONSTITUTES A MOST IMPORTANT '
IGNAL,

lTH WARM REGARDS,
RS SINCERELY,
(SGD.) HELMUT SCHMIDT4+4s .
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