10 DOWNING STREET

PRIME MINISTER

I attach replies sent by

the Department of the
Environment to three
correspondents who complained
of housing problems when
trying to find jobs in a

new area.

The Department has tried

to be sympathetic in replying,
but you will see that they
can offer nothing in the

face of local authorTey

o] ok nacy. 1S 1S an issue
which will need to be taken
up when Ministers discuss
moblility later in the autumn.
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Middlesex

Date
277 August 1980

1. I nave been asked to reply to your letter of 26 July to the

Prime lMinister about your problems in trying to get council

accommodation in Hounslow., Your letter was referred to this

Department because of the Secretary of otate for the EnV1ronment'
" respon: ibility for housing policy. -

2. I am|sorry to hear of your difficulties. Responsibility for
all=ﬁau1ng local authority housing rests by law with district
councils|/and the Department has no power to intervene in individual
cases. However, because of your problems, I have consulted the
London Borough of Hounslow. They told me that although you could in
theory Jjoin the waiting list for accommodation, while your family
still lives e¢way, you would not get enough "points" to be ofiered

a new home. If you cannot find temporary accommodation for your
whole family in Hounslow, there does not seem to be any chance of
you getting a Council tenancy in this way. LT would certain.y be
unwise tTo give up your tenancy in Scotland unless you had been able
to make firm arrangements in London.

5. Hounslow have "recinrocal transfer" arrangements with a number

of other local authorities, but not with the Xilmarnock and

Laudoun DC. (Hounslow consider that if they accepted yo: as one half
of a reciprocel transfer, it is so unlikely that one of taeir tenants
will want to go to the Kilmarnock area, that they would effectivel;

be giving up a council home, which would otherwise have gone to a
local family who had been waiting a long time. )

4, The Borougn AQEp a list of tenants who are interested in maﬁlng
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go and see the_llst at the Housing Advice Centre in the Town Hall

at Treaty Road. The Centre is open between 9,30 am and 4.30 pm on

- 'Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays - on Thursdays it is open
until 7 pm. Alternatively you might consider trying some other
local authorities in the area. There are also some private agencies
which try to help people find exchange partners - the Locatex Bureau,
PO Box 1, March, Cambridgeshire is one we have heard of.




B, Thas Denartmeﬁt'is currontly involved in the development of

a natural moblllty scneme for the tenants of public houalng
suthorities in England and Vales. The basic principles of the
Scnheme are set out in the enclosed copy of a Press Notice which
records the statement by the Minister of Housing on 6 March,

As you will see the Government hope to extend the Scheme tTo

Scotland later, although at the moment we are concentrating on

getting/ it into operation in England and Wales.

6. I';g sorry I cannot be of direct help, but I hope this
information will be useful to you. '
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