. PRIME MINISTER

This letter from Geoffrey Pattie provides some more information
about our efforts to sell an air defence system to Qater and the
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need to support these efforts with some form of Ministerial
involvement.
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It is not easy for us here to do much more about this. The
most effective way for you to intervene would be for me to take the
matter up with Mr. Pym's office; but Mr. Pym is unaware of
Mr. Pattie's private line to you, and it would rapidly become

clear to his office from any enquiries I made that we had been given
some detailed information by someone in the know.

Moreover, I have established that Mr. Pattie has not done
anything to pursue the Ambassador's complaint using the normal

machinery eg by minuting Mr. Pym suggesting that a Minister should
w

go out to Qatar. I do not know why he is neglecting the orthodox
channels. This would in fact be the best way of sorting the matter

out, and if you agree, I will suggest to Mr. Pattie that that is
what he should now do.

The point about Rapier for Greece is covered in your briefing
for your visit.

16 September 1980




MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
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Telephone 01-218 (Direct Dialling)

01-218 9000 (Switchboard)

PARLIAMENTARY UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE
FOR DEFENCE FOR THE ROYAL AIR FORCE
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