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TO IMMEDIATE HOLY SEE y/:LA,¢A\
TELEGRAM NUMBER 44 OF 29 NOVEMPER

INFO IMMEDIATE ROME

FROM RESIDENT CLERK
PLEASE ARRANGE TO PASS FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO HIS HOLINESS POPE
JOHN PAUL 11 FROM THE PRIME MINISTER (ORIGINAL LETTER FOLLOWS
BY BAG): ‘
BEGINS
YOUR HOLINESS,

| GREATLY APPRECIATED THE PRIVILEGE OF BE|NG RECE|VED
BY YOU DURING MY VISIT TO THE HOLY SEE. | DERIVED ENCOURAGEMENT
INSTRUCTION AND INSPIRATION FROM OUR DISCUSSION. YOUR '|SDOM
AND EXPERIENCE ARE OF INESTIMAELE VALUE TO US ALL. | WILL
CONTINUE TO REFLECT FOR A LONG TIME ON WHAT YOU SAID.

YOUR SECRETARY OF STATE KINDLY TOLD ME OF THE |DEAS OF
SOME MEMBERS OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH IN NORTHERN IRELAND
FOR ENDING THE PRESENT HUNGER STRIKE AT THE MAZE PRISON IN
NORTHERN IRELAND. | EXPLAINED THE DEEP CONCERN OF THE
GOVERNMENT AT THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE HUNGER STRIKE, WHICH
CAN BRING NO BENEFIT TO THOSE INVOLVED AND THREATENS TO BRING
.VIOLENCE AND ELOODSHED TO THE PEOPLE OF MORTHERN IRELAND.
| ALSO EXPLAINED WHY WE ARE FIRMLY RESOLVED THAT IT “OULD BE
UTTERLY WRONG TO TAKE AMY STEP3 WHICH CONCEDED THAT POLITICAL
MOTIVES CAN EXCUSE MURDER OR OTHER SERIOUS CRIMES. WE ARE
NO%W GREATLY ENCOURAGED, HOWEVER, T'Y THE STATEMENT THAT HAS EBZEN
MADE BY CARDINAL O'FIAICH AND HIS EPISCOPAL COLLEAGUES. THEY
HAVE MADE AN IMPASSIONED PLEA TO THE HUNGER STRIKERS TO GIVE UP
A CLAIM THAT CAN SO GRAVELY IMPERIL THE LIFE AND SAFETY OF OTHERS.
WE MUST ALL DEVOUTLY HOPZ THAT THE DISHOPS® PRAYSR YWILL MOVE
ALL THOSE WHO HAVE ANY INFLUENCE IN THE MATTER TO STRIVE TC
BRING AN END TO THE PRESENT DANGERS.

I'T IS IN THAT LIGHT THAT THE SOVERNMENT APPROACHSS THE
INITIATIVE TAXEN EBY TO OF THE CHAPLAINS AT THE MAZE PRISON,
TO WHIZH YOUR SECRZTARY OF STATE REFERRED. WE HAVE NC'Y HZARD
THEIR IDEAS IN FULL DETAIL. WE APPRESIATE THEIR EARNSST
COMCERN THAT THERS SHALL 2E MG LOSS GF LIFS. EUT THE PACKAGE
OF CONCESSIONS THEY. HAVE 1N MIND “OULD &{VS 2CTH THE PROTESTERS
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[N THE PRISON AND THE PEOPLE OF N
EELIEVE THAT THE TERRCRIST PRISONER
POLITICAL STATUS, THE HUNSER STRIK AND THE PROVISICNAL
IRISH REPUELICAMN ARMY WOULD BE QUICK TC CLAIM A VICTORY, THIS
WOULD DISASTROUSLY UMDERMINE THE ASPIRATICNS CF THE EISHOPS FOR
AN END TO THE VIOLENCE. HM MINISTE THE HOS A S E E iR RS
AELE TO EXPLAIN MORE FULLY HY WE HAVE TO TAKRE THE VIZW THAT
IT WOULD Eg WROMG TO MAKE THESE C i

THE GOVERNMENT DCES HOWEVER TAKE M SERICUSLY" IITS" Q4N
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CARE OF PR MERS AND: I TS OELIGATION
(AS THE BISHOPS REMIND US) TO KZEP PRISON REGIMES UNDER CONTINUING
REVIEW, | ASSURED YOU IN MY MESSAGE OF 13 NOVEMEER THAT Y&
SHALL APPROACH THE PROSLEM WITH FLEXIEILITY AND FAIRNESS IN A
GENUINELY HUMANITARIAN SPIRIT, AND WILL EE QUICK TG GRASP ANY
PRATICAL OPPORTUNITY TO EASE THE SITUATION. WE REMAIN
COMMITTED TO THAT.

OMCE AGAIN THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY OF MEETING AND
TALK ING WITH YOU,

.
|'!
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