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TELEGRAM NUMBER 119 DATED 12 FEBERUARY 81

INFC BELMOPAN (PERSCNAL), GUATEMALA CITY, WASHINGTON.

BELIZE/GUATEMALA: NEW YORK TALKS

1. BECAUSE OF LAST MINUTE BELIZEAN DECISION TC INCLUDE COURTeNAY,
WO DID NOT ARRIVE UNTIL LUNCHTIME, TALKS DID NOT RESUME UNTIL
AFTERNCON, -
. BELIZEANS BROUGHT WiTH THEM A MEMORANDUM CN THE 16 POINTS

(COPY FOLLOWS BY BAG) WHICH OFFERED REASONABLY FORTHCCMING

STANCE CN VARIQUS DEVELOPMENTAL IDEAS INCLUDING ROAD FROM

PUNTA GORDA TO THE BORDER VIA SAN ANTONIO, FREE PORT AND
ASSCCIATED FACILITIES AT PUNTA GORDA AND BELIZE CITY, PIPELINES
BUT RULING OUT ALTOGETHER ANY QUESTION OF MAINLAND LEASING ,
3. AFTER AN CPENING STATEMENT IN WHICH SKINNER KLEE REHEAR

ONE BY ONE THE POINTS OF HIS CPENING STATEMENT OF LAST v

MADE A STROMG COMPLAINT ABOUT REPORTS IN GUATEMALAN PRESS BASED

ON EFE (SPANISH) NEWS AGENCY ITEM DATELINED LONDON, THERE FC[Lé“rg
AN EXCHANGE N WHICH WE AND THE BELIZEANS REFUTED cuaché éF- i

¥ = TE e "
DELIBERATE LERKS YO THE PRESS IN LONDGN OR BELMOPAN, SKINNER




; C THE PRioS IN LONDUN OF if'HC?AV, SK INNER

KLEE THEN GOT DOWN TO SCME CONSTRUCTIVE EXCHANGES THE ROAD

AND MAINLAND DEVELCPMENT PROJECTS

Lo ON SECURITY, (POINT 16 GF 16 'r'./l\ S), SKINNER KLEE MADE AN ‘

ATTEMPT YO RESURRECT DISCUSSICNS AT BERAMUDA AS A BASIS FOR

FURTHER DEBATE. DAY AND SHEOMAN TCGETHER VERY FIRMLY PLAYED

THIS BALL INTO THE LOKG GRASS AND SKINRER KLEE APPEARED TO

ACCEPT THAT ASSURANCES FROM THE BELIZEAN CV:DQVFNT ALONG THE

LENES ENVISAGED IN POINT 16 MIGHT, IN THE EVENT COF A SETTLEMENT,

BE ADEQUATE PROVIDED THEY WexE SET OUT d MORE PRECISE DETAIL,

5. LEASING OF ONE CR MORE OF THE SOUTHERN CAYS wAS NOT REACHED

UNTIL TOWARDS THE CLCSE. COURTENAY SAID THAT B IZ COULD AGREE

TC LEASTNG OF LIME CAY AT INDEPENDENCE AS AN IPT‘GT[ PART CF

A CETTLEMENT. THEY PRCPOGED THAT THE LEASE SHOULD BE TO THE
jg:ﬁﬂ'?ﬁ% UNDERSTANDING THAT THE CAY WOULD TREN BE SUB-LET T0
GUATEMALA. AN ECONCMIC RENT WOULD BE REQUIRED. NONE OF THE

RANGUANA RANGE COULD BE CONSIDERED. A DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
FOR THE CAY WOULD BE AGREEDR EUT USE FCR MILITARY PURPCSES WOULD

NOT BE PERMITTED., LENGTH AND TERMS OF LEASE WERE NOT DISCUSSED.
LFTTR A BRIEF EXCHANGE IT WAS AGREED THAT THE GUATEMALANS

WOULD REFLECT ON THE BELIZEAN STATEMENT AND MEET AGAIN OR

13 FEERUARY,
6. THE ATMOSPHERE WAS AS CORDIAL AS CON PREVIOUS CCCASICNS, THE

CUATEMALANS REASSERTING THEIR DE-IRE FOR A SETTLEMENT AND THE
NEED TO AVCID DELAY. NO DOUBT THE BELIZEAN STATEMENT ON THE

CAYS. WAS A DISAPPOINTMENT TC THE GUATEMALANS, THOUGH THERE wWAS NC
MMEDIATE OR NEGATIVE REACTION, HOWTVER, HERRERA AND RODRIGUEZ
PRIVATELY SEEMED NOT TC REGARD THE LCASING OF ONE CAY AS A BASIS
FGR SETTLEMENT OF THEIR TERRITORIAL CLAIM (THOUGH THERE WAS NO
DISCUSSICN OF THE POINT).

7. THE BELIZEANS PERFCRMED WELL. wE HAD NO D!FFILULTY iN PRESENTING
A UNITED FRCNT AND THE GUATEMALANS WERE FRIENDLY §8 THEIR WELCOME
10 TOTH RUGERS AND SHOMAN «HO MADT FIRM BUT ’GHBTPUCTIVE f#
CONTR IBUTIONS, SKINNER KLEE SEEMED ALSO TO ACCEPT CUR CONCEPT OF
BUILDING ON AREAS OF AGREEMENT W!TH THE AIM COF NARROWING THE
DIFFERTMCES WHICH STILL EXI1ST. NEVERTHELESS, HE SEVERAL TIMES
REPEATED THAT DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS WERE NO SUBSTITUTE FOR
SATISFACTION ON THE CRUCIAL QUESTION CF TERRITORY.

8, PLEAGE GCE MY IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING TELEGRAM,

FARSONS




