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1 The Cabinet were informed of the business to be tiken in the
House of Comruons during the following week.

2. THE LORD PRIVY SEAL said that hopes for the early release of
the four British detainees in Iran had so far been disappointed,
Comments by an I1anian Government delegation recently in Britain had
been discouraging. But a more helpful stat ment had since Leen made
by the President of the Iranian Supreme Court, Avatollah Beheshti.

THE LORD PRIVY SEAL said that a group including one British subject
working in Iraq had been kidnapped by Kurdish rebels. It had been
made clear to the Iraqi Government that they were responsible for
ensuring his safety. Similar cases in the past had snded satisfactorily,

THE IORD PRIVY SEAL said that the new Prime Minister of Poland,
General Jaruzelski, appeared for the moment to have achicved the
double feat of reassuring the Soviet Union and at the same time reducing
the pressure of strikes inside Poland. A number of potemiially
danperous issues remained unsettled, eg in relation to censorship and to
trades union legislation, But for the moment the threat of S viet
intervention seemed to have receded.

THE LORD PRIVY SEAL said that the recent internal fighting in
7imbabwe had been the worst since independence. But it now seemed
to have been brought to an end. The political leader of the former
Zimbabwe Feople's Revolutionary Army (ZIPRA} guerrillas,

Mr Nkomo, and senior ZIPRA officers in the national Joint Head-
quarters had played a constructive role in pacifying their followers in
the troubled areas,

The Cabinet -

1. Took note.
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In the course of a brief discussion it was pointed out that 2 fierce debate
wag expected in the Federal Parliament in Ottawa over the Canadian
Government's proposals for the patriation of the Constitution. The
associated proposal for a Bill of Rights already appeared to have been
significantly modified. A request for action by the Westminster
Parliament was likely to be received in about a month's time. Mean-
while the legal, constitutional and political issues involved would be
considered by the Defence and Oversea Policy Committee., The British
media were beginning to report more favourably on the Canadian
Government's case and on the streagth of their popular support. But it
was not clear how far that support extended beyond patriation itself to
include also the proposed amending formula and Bill of Rights.

The Cahinet =

2. Tock note.

3. THE CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER reported that at the
16 February Council of Economics and Finance Ministers (Ecofin) we had
succeeded, with German support, in securing agreement that there

should be a full discussion of the Commission's 1981 agricultural price
proposals at the March Ecofin Council,

THE LORD PRIVY SEAL reported that the Germans had taken an
aggressive line on external fisheries questions at the 17 February
Council of Foreign Ministers. They had sought, with some success, to
isolate the United Kingdom by arguing that the fisheries agreement
between the Community and Canada should go ahead independently of a
settlement on the Common Fisheries Policy as a whole. The Dutch
Presidency had nevertheless been helpful and we had maintained our
reserves on the Canada and Faroes agreements.
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THE SECEETARY OF STATE FOR TRALE said that the saume Council
had adopted a farther declaration voicing the Community's concern at
the inadequate Japanese response to their last staten.ent and agreeing on
arrangements to introduce retrospective Community surveillance of
imports from Japan of cars and other sensitive products. The Council
had also received a repert from the Commission on recent talks in
Washington about trade relations with the Inited States, on which
discussion would be resumed at the March Council,

In a brief discussion it was suggested that the only hope for worthwhile
progress in achieving a better trading balance with Japan lay in
concerting action with the United States. It was noteworthy that in 1973
the Americans had been able within 12 months to turn a deficit of

$6 billion in their trade with Japan into a surplus of §l1 billion. They had
done this by threatening the Japanese that failure to respond to their
pressure would result in a worsening of their relations with the United
States, in the defence field in particular. While a united Community
approach, to which the Germans held the key, was important, it was
unlil:ely ‘o have a major impact on the Japanese unless we could secure
American support to convince them of the political risks they were
ruaning,

The Cabinat -

Took note.

4, The Cabinet's discussion and the conclusions reached have been
recorded separatcly.

Cabinet Office

19 February 1981
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