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1. THE DISASTROUS FIRES AND DISTURBAMCES |

WEEK WHICH RESULTED IN CALLING CUT THE DEFENCE FCRCE AN
TACTICAL SERVICES UNIT, HAVE GIVEMN RISE TO RUFOURS OF

IMPENDING CIVIL SERVICE STRIKE, DEMOMSTRATIONS, ARSON, AND THREATS
TO LIFE AND PRCPERTY.  MUCH OF MY TIME SINCE MY RETURN, T--“'ng;
HAS BEEN TAKEN Up WITH QUESTICNS OF SECUR!TY.  THERE IS

STILL SOME TENSION AND MANY SHOPS 1IN BELIZE CITY ARE BOARDED

AND SHUTTERED, THE US CONSULATE HAS ASKED FOR PROTECTION, AND

THE POLICE REMAIN AT FULL STRETCH, PATROLLING, GUARDING KEY

POINTS, AND COVERING POLITICAL MEETINGS.  THE DEFENCE FORCE

IS ON PERMANENT STANDBY. A NEW UNDERGROUND MOVEMENT CALLING
ITSELF THE BELIZE LIBERATION ORGAMISATION HAS THREATEMED TO BURN
DOWN THE WHOLE CF BELIZE CITY WHILE MINISTERS AND THEIR FAMILIES
HAVE BEEM THREATEMED WITH ASSASSINATION.  THE CIVIL SERVICE

IS DISAFFECTED, AND A NATIONAL STRIKE HAS BEEN CALLED WHICH
THREATENS TO BRING THE GOVERNMENT TC A HALT NEXT WEEK.

A PERMANENT SECRETARY HAS OFFERED HIS RESIGNATION.
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2. THE POLICE BELIEVE THAT MUCH OF THE TROUBLE CAN BE

LAID AT THE DGOR OF THE OPPOSITION RADICAL YOUTH MOVEMENT,

EWCOURAGED BY THE UDP ITSELF. A PROFESSIONAL

TROUBLE-MAKER CALLED BULLER, ALIAS LUMUMBA, RECENTLY DEPCRTED

FROM GHANA FOR ALLEGEDLY HELPING TO ORGANISE A CCUP THERE, IS ALSO
THOUGHT TO BEAR MUCH OF THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE COMTINUING TENSION

THE POLICE ARE HAMPERED IN THEIR TASK BY A LACK OF MANPOWER
AND EQUIPMENT, AN ACTIVE GROUP OF OPPOSITICH LAWYERS, AND
MAGI STRATES WHOSE SYMPATHIES LIE WITH THE OPPCSITION.

SOME MINISTERS ARE UNDERSTANDAELY JITTERY BUT DO NOT HELP
MATTERS BY CALLING FOR MORE FORCE AND MAKING IMPOSSIBLE
DEMANDS OM THE POLICE. FEARING ASSASSINATION, A NUMBER QF
THEM HAVE SURROUNDED THEMSELVES WITH PRIVATE ARMIES OF THUGS.

3. THE CAUSE OF ALL THIS TENSION STEMS FROM THE OPPCSITION
ATTITUDE TO THE AGREEMEHNT RECENTLY CONCLUDED WITH GUATEMALA.
IT IS BEING DESCRIBED AS A SELL OUT. THE PARTY REJECT

Rt o o &

MINISTERIAL EXPLANATIONS AS MERE PROPAGAMDA AND ARE DCING THEIR
BEST TO CVERTURN IT AND STOP THE MOVE TCWARDS INDEPEWDENCE.
THEY HOPE TO CREATE A SITUATION IN WHICH THE CONSTITUTIONAL

CONFERENCE WOULD HAVE TC BE POSTPCHED.
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4. THE STRENGTH OF FEELING 1S
OBSERVERS BELIEVE THERE 1S WIT
l SRICE 1S SAYING THAT HE wiLL
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HIS OWN CABINET MORE THAN THR
AGREEMENT. { HAVE HAD LONG
OF THE OPPCSITION AND THE SECURI
To TRY AND DO MORE HIMSELF TO ALLAY
EXPLAIN THE AGREEMENT IN FULL AND THE
FOR BELIZEANS. TC 2E FAIR | THINK HE

AND EXPLANATORY STATEMENTS BY COURTENAY AR HCMAN AR

BROADCAST DAILY OVER THE RADIO. CHURCH LEADERS HAVE

THEIR VOICE TO TE CALLS FCR AN ENMD TO TiEVE[QLENCE

MADE ARANDA AVWARE THAT | wiLL HOLD THE GPPOSITION R

FOR ANY VIOLENCE THAT CAN BE LAID AT THE DCOR OF TH YOUTH WINGa
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He THE POLICE ARE IN A DIFFICULT POSITION. ON THE ONE HAND,
THEY ARE BEING URGED BY MINISTERS TO GET EVEHN TOUGHER AND HAVE
SUFFERED CRITICISMS BY THE DEPUTY PREMIER FOR NOT BEING
SUFFICIENTLY ACTIVE. OM THE OTHER HAND, THEY HAVE COME 1IN
FOR PUBLIC CRITICISH FOR USING UNMECESSARY FORCE AND ROUGH TACTICS.
THE COMM}ISSICMER REACHED THE DEPTHS OF DESPAIR LAST WEEK WHEN
HE PUT IN HIS RESIGNATION. HE HAS BEEM WORKINMG ROUND THE CLOCK
AND |S SUFFERING BADLY FRCM ULCERS. FOR ALL HIS FAULTS,
WILLOUGHBY 1S AN EFFECTIVE COMMISSIGNER AND, IN THIS SITUATION,
PROBABLY IRREEE&EEABLE. THERE 1S NO-ONE BELOW HIM CAPABLE OF
TAKING OVER IMMEDIATELY AND BN EXPATRIATE vOULD FIKD THE TASK
ALMCST ivpoSSIBLE, | HAVE THEREFCRE SPEMT SCME TIME ASSURING
WILLOUGHBY OF MY SUPPORT AND UNDERSTANDING WHILE REMOVING AS
MANY AS POSSIBLE OF THE M| SUNDERSTANDINGS THAT HAVE ARISEN
BETWEEN HIMSELF AND #1N) STERS AND THE DEFEMNCE FORCE.
HE HAS | THINK BEEN EMCOURAGED TC CARRY ON FCR THE TIME BE

G PROVIDED THINGS DC NOT GET WORSE, | Al COMFIDENT THAT,
WITH THE BACKING OF THE DEFENCE FORCE AND THE PRESENCE OF THE
GARRI SON, THE POLICE SHOULD BE ABLE TO CCNTAIN THE SITUATION

g ol
-

UNTIL THE POLITICAL PROBLEMS HAVE BEEN RESOLVED.
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