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As you will know, it has been agreed that my Minister will open for
Government in this debate.

In speaking, Mrs Oppenheim will of course be guided by the discussion
in E(DL) on 10 June, on which the Secretary of State for Industry is
(I understand) minuting the Prime Minister. In setting a keynote for
her statement, however, she wishes to make clear that the Government
sees no alternatlve to disposal of the British Gas Corporation's
present retail networR; whnatever form disposal might take, whether
ECTET - PATTIET 0T VT privatisatIon, Sni wRETeVeT peTTod were decided
upon for i1t. She would then Tefér to the recommendations in the MMC's
report and variants on them such as those discussed in E(DL).

Mrs Oppenheim feels that it would be right to make a statement on these
lines, the more so since disposal was a common theme of the three
papers discussed at E(DL) on 10 June, at which no counter proposal for
any other form of action was mooted.

I am therefore writing to seek agreement to a statement being made on
these lines.

I am oopying this letter to the Private Secretaries of the Secretaries

of State for Energy, Industry and Employment and of the Financial
Secretary and to Sir Robert Armstrong.
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