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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

2 July 1981

.Dw%%;

Bishop Tutu: Northern Ireland

You might like to know of an apparent attempt to
discredit Bishop Tutu, Secretary-General of the South
African Council of Churches, by the sending of a bogus
telegram in his name to the Prime Minister.

On 30 April the following telegram was despatched
to the Prime Minister from Johannesburg:-

"How can Sands be described a criminal if he in

fact strives for political freedom? His cause is

a worthy one and the means he employed justify the
end. By calling him a criminal acting in the same
detestable way as the racist Pretoria regime. Already
the actions of your police force can be compared with
the brutal and cruel actions of the South African
people. The actions of your police force in Brixton
against oppressed jobless minorities can be judged

to be in the same class as that of the police of
South Africa in Soweto during 1976. I urge you to
think again and acknowledge Sands as a political
prisoner and to give equal rights and opportunities
to the oppressed black minority in the UK.

Secretary General South African Council of Churches."

The text of this telegram was forwarded to HM Embassy
in Pretoria with a suggested draft reply from the
Ambassador provided by the Northern Ireland Office.

Since the telegram seemed to the Embassy to be
untypical of Bishop Tutu, the Secretary-General of the
South African Council of Churches, as to both style and
substance, the Ambassador's reply was delivered personally
by John Taylor, Deputy Consul-General in Johannesburg,
When Taylor called on Bishop Tutu on 18 June, the latter
denied all knowledge of any telegram sent to the Prime
Minister. Accordingly Taylor did not leave the Ambassador's
letter with him.

/Bishop Tutu
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Bishop Tutu subsequently telephoned the British
Council of Churches who in turn spoke to Southern
African Department in the FCO. The Council said that in
early May the South African Council of Churches
conference in Johannesburg had passed a resolution fol-
lowing the death of Bobby Sands. The text of this
resolution was telegraphed to the British Council of
Churches with the request that it be passed to the Prime
Minister. I enclose a copy of the genuine telegram which
as you will see is completely different in terms and tone
from the bogus telegram of 30 April. The Ambassador is
now replying in suitable terms to the genuine telegram.

!

I am sending a copy of this letter to Stephen Boys-
Smith in the NIO.

yavw;r pre-
ﬁqt¢erf¢-:éghvt”

(R M J Lyne)
Private Secretary

W Rickett Esq
10 Downing Street
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NORThZRIN | REL Fisi .', 3
THE NATIUONAL CONFERENCE OF THE SUUTH AFKIGEN COUNCIL OF CRURCRES
RECORDS 1TSS DEEP PI=TRESS AT, Tho ESCALATION UF VIOLENCE Ao Trc
DETERIORKATION OF HUMAN F2Ls TIONS IN NOKTHERN [TRELAND FILL o ag u
FOLLE NG THE C2élher JF ~Gz2Y.SANDS ON' THE S1 AT Y-S L ATH DAY, 38
Bl = A . ; RIS,
A LOUVE NS CONCERN FOR THE VICTIvS GF AHENS T TER
2N NGETHERIN IRELANG, “WE WAMT o ASoUnRt YOU Trad
LR PHEYSLCAL ENd oF | RITTUEL AGONY. FERE I soUin
YE TN £ Lane CIMIDED E2CalneT ITSELF, WAERE .ThE
SN ANy DALCSTeRe RAS Sty 52 i ] Y25 Ii\.‘i J THE L-;H;,:L;l\u.
Iiv VUK COLNTEY, A& L Yulis, ”n;'uultty Indusille, PRiLE, HATRE,
FEAR AND INESUALLTY. BAVE IRCRERSED THE FeiN i AD ERECTED WELLS
GHORARTITIONGS SOUR S RAVA TS 5lR FREVAIL AS o MOURK The TREGIC
LUSS OF LIFE IiN YOUR LAND: WE OFFER OUK LOVe FNC SYEreThY TU ALL
«HO RAVE SUFFERED ON 2U10H SIDES OF THE CONELET,

RECOCNISING THE VOLATILE WATURE OF THE PRESENT CRISIS IN NORTHEN
|RELAND, THIS COUNCIL UFCGES POLITICAL LEADERS CF ALL PEREUAS] GiNs,
ANE THe eRITISH FUTHOKITES, TU AVOIC STATEMENTS END ACTIONS wrICH
MICAT cXACeRoATE AN ~LREALY UGLY SITUATION AND ReSULT IN MORce
S LOOBSHE DG e, ml ol G SO T RE P EOPiE St NURTHERN |RELANDG TO
cCIN HZALING THE BURTS. LF bl YAR-TORN HIESTORY
o ENe T B
TGCETHER FOR PEACC UL, CRaNGE AND THE COMMON GOOD.
BELIEVING THAT CHRIST Hes COME LSS IONED RIS CrURCH Tu caehClse A
MINISTRY OF RECONCIL)IATION IN SITUATIONS OF RUMAl CIaneLICT AND
TEAT Tee CHURCH 1N NORTHERN IkeLEND,. RS IN SCUTH AERICE, HEo 4
SPECTAL KOLET N W T e U | LD NG eKIDGES iy £ DIvicew
COUNTRY, . JE PRAY THAT ALL CHREISTIANS MAY ZE DELIVEREL Fhulr = 1GLTRY
AND Tht DEAD HEND OF THE PARST, MAY THE SARKIERS wHICH SEPARETE
CATHILICS FROM PRUTESTANTS «E cROKEN DOwN SO THAT TOGCETHER THEY l«AY
FIND A Ne# UNITY 1IN CHRIST hllH AILL WARE THZM TRULY U AL TRULY
FREE FROM THE FEAR AND. o —— E FRUSTRATION, TrE GRIEF
SERPARATION OF |RELAMNDS TROUCLEG HA1STORY.
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CORKECTIONS: TH S STATEMENT oF ReSULUTION CuMes FROM

t ISHOP LESMOND TUTUL _
THE GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN COUNCIL OF CHUKCRES




