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C(81) 2 7 t h C O P Y N O 
o n c l u s i o n s 

C A B I N E T 

C O N C L U S I O N S o f a M e e t i n g o f t h e C a b i n e t 
h e l d at 10 D o w n i n g S t r e e t o n 

T H U R S D A Y 9 J U L Y 1981 

at 9 . 4 5 a m 

P R E S E N T 

T h e R t H o n M a r g a r e t T h a t c h e r M  P 

P r i m e M i n i s t e r 

T h e R t H o n L o r d H a i l s h a m 

e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r t h e H o m e D e p a r t m e n t L o r d C h a n c e l l o r 
he R t H o n W i l l i a m W h i t e l a w M  P 

he R t H o n L o r d C a r r i n g t o n T h e R t H o n S i r G e o f f r e y H o w e Q C M P 

e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r F o r e i g n a n d C h a n c e l l o r o f t h e E x c h e q u e r 

o m m o n w e a l t h A f f a i r s 

he Rt H o n S i r K e i t h J o s e p h M  P T h e R t H o n F r a n c i s P y m M  P 

e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r I n d u s t r y C h a n c e l l o r o f t h e D u c h y o f L a n c a s t e r 
a n d P a y m a s t e r G e n e r a l 

T h e R t H o n J a m e s P r i o r M  P 


ord P r e s i d e n t o f t h e C o u n c i l S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r E m p l o y m e n t 

he Rt H o n L o r d S o a m e s 

T h e R t H o n S i r I a n G i l m o u r M  P 

e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r D e f e n c e L o r d P r i v y S e a l 
he Rt H o n J o h n N o t t M  P 

T h e R t H o n M i c h a e l H e s e l t i n e M  P he Rt H o n P e t e r W a l k e r M  P 
S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r t h e E n v i r o n m e n t "inister o f A g r i c u l t u r e , F i s h e r i e s a n d F o o d 

T h e R t H o n H u m p h r e y A t k i n s M  P he Rt H o n N i c h o l a s E d w a r d s M  P 
S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r W a l e s 

T h e R t H o n J o h n B i f f e n M  P he Rt H o n P a t r i c k J e n k i n M  P 
S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r T r a d e e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r S o c i a l S e r v i c e s 

T h e R t H o n M a r k C a r l i s l e Q C M P he Rt H o n D a v i d H o w e l l M  P 
S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r E d u c a t i o n a n d e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r E n e r g y 
S c i e n c e 

T h e R t H o n L e o n B r i t t a n C  C M  P he Rt H o n N o r m a n F o w l e r M  P 
C h i e f S e c r e t a r y , T r e a s u r y e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r T r a n s p o r t 
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T h e R t H o n M i c h a e l J o p l i n g M  P The R t H o n S i r M i c h a e l H a v e r s Q C M P 
P a r l i a m e n t a r y S e c r e t a r y , T r e a s u r y t torney	 G e n e r a l 

S E C R E T A R I A T 

S i r R o b e r t A r m s t r o n g 
M r M D M F r a n k l i n ( I t e m s 2. a n d 3) 

M r R L W a d e - G e r y ( I t e m s  2  3 a n d 5) 

M r W N H y d e ( I t e m s 1 a n d 4) 

M r L J H a r r i s ( I t e m s 1 a n d 4) 

r

C O N T E N T S 

S u b j e c t P a g e Item 

1


1. 	 P A R L I A M E N T A R Y A F F A I R S 

F O R E I G N	 A F F A I R S 


E a s t - W e s t R e l a t i o n s 
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1. T H E C H A N C E L L O R O F T H E D U C H Y O F L A N C A S T E R A N D 
P A Y M A S T E R G E N E R A L i n f o r m e d the Cabinet of the bus iness to be 
taken i n the House of C o m m o n s d u r i n g the fo l lowing week. It was 
l i k e l y that the O p p o s i t i o n would use the debate on 16 J u l y on outbreaks 
Of c i v i l v io l ence to attack the e c o n o m i c p o l i c i e s of the G o v e r n m e n t , 
w h i c h they would a l lege had been a p r i m e cause of the d i s t u r b a n c e s . 
T h e r e was great p r e s s u r e on the t i m e of both Houses d u r i n g the 
r e m a i n d e r of J u l y ; t i m e might , never the l e s s , have to be found for a 
debate i n G o v e r n m e n t t i m e on the B r a n d t R e p o r t and a lso , i f the 
O p p o s i t i o n d id not choose the subject for a Supply Day , for one on 
the B r i t i s h B r o a d c a s t i n g C o r p o r a t i o n ex terna l s e r v i c e s . 

T h e Cabine t -

T o o k note. 

2. T H  E F O R E I G  N A N D C O M M O N W E A L T H S E C R E T A R Y said that h e h a d 
visited Moscow on 5 and 6 July. T h e Soviet G o v e r n m e n t had r e a c t e d with 
p r e d i c t a b l e host i l i ty to h is in i t i a t i ve on A f g h a n i s t a n . T h e in ference 
m u s t be that they were not yet i n deep enough trouble there to want a 
way out. H i s a i m now would be to keep up the in ternat iona l p r e s s u r e . 
O n P o l a n d , he had found the Soviet F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r , M  r G r o m y k o , 
s u r p r i s i n g l y r e l a x e d and c o m m u n i c a t i v e . H a v i n g just r e t u r n e d f r o m 
a v i s i t to W a r s a w , M r G r o m y k o was c l e a r that the economic prospec t s 
for P o l a n d were e x t r e m e l y s e r i o u s , but he gave the i m p r e s s i o n that he 
d i d not r e g a r d the p o l i t i c a l s i tuat ion as too c r i t i c a l and that the 
f o r t h c o m i n g C o n g r e s s of the P o l i s h C o m m u n i s t P a r t y was un l ike ly to 
l e a d to p r o d u c e c i r c u m s t a n c e s i n which the Soviet U n i o n would feel 
c o m p e l l e d to i n t e r v e n e . B y contrast , M r G r o m y k o and his col leagues 
had shown c o n s i d e r a b l e uncer ta in ty and hos t i l i ty about Uni ted States 
p o l i c y v i s - a - v i s the Soviet U n i o n . T h e c e n t r a l i,ssue i n v o l y e d was 
a r m s c o n t r o l . M r G r o m y k o had argued u n c o m p r o m i s i n g l y that p r o g r e s s 
i n th is a r e a would be i m p o s s i b l e u n l e s s the N o r t h A t l a n t i c T r e a t y 
O r g a n i s a t i o n a g r e e d to the Soviet p r o p o s a l for a m o r a t o r i u m on the 
deployment of long-range theatre n u c l e a r weapons. 

T h e Cab ine t -

T o o k note . 

3. T H E F O R E I G N A N D C O M M O N W E A L T H S E C R E T A R Y r e p o r t e d 
that he had a d d r e s s e d the E u r o p e a n P a r l i a m e n t on 8 J u l y setting out 
the p r o p o s e d object ives for the C o m m u n i t y d u r i n g the s ix months of 
the B r i t i s h P r e s i d e n c y . He was hopeful that the approach would be 
thought r e a s o n a b l e by C o m m u n i t y p a r t n e r s . 
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T H E M I N I S T E R O F A G R I C U L T U R E , F I S H E R I E S A N D F O O D said that 
the outstanding p r o b l e m of "c lawback" of p r e m i a on exports of 
sheepmeat might be sett led l a t e r i n the week, although the C o m m i s s i o n 
had not been v e r y he lpful and the solut ion would not be wholly 
s a t i s f a c t o r y . 

T h e Cabine t -

T o o k note. 

 4. T H E H O M E S E C R E T A R Y said that i n the c o u r s e of the prev ious 
fortnight there had been s e r i o u s outbreaks of r io t ing i n Southal l , the 
Toxte th a r e a of L i v e r p o o l , the M o s s Side a r e a of M a n c h e s t e r and, to 
a l e s s e r extent, Wood G r e e n i n N o r t h L o n d o n . E a r l i e r that week, he 
had v i s i t ed L i v e r p o o l and d i s c u s s e d the s i tuat ion with c i v i c and c h u r c h 
l e a d e r s , and with representa t ives of the ethnic m i n o r i t i e s . In spite of 
the c o n s i d e r a b l e degree of f inanc ia l a s s i s tance which the a r e a had 
r e c e i v e d f r o m the G o v e r n m e n t , they s t i l l r e g a r d e d L i v e r p o o l as a 
neglected a r e a ; they a s c r i b e d the root cause of the present unres t to 
a fee l ing of a l i enat ion among the young, and to the h igh l e v e l of 
unemployment , although they acknowledged that many r i o t e r s were 
below w o r k i n g age. T h e r e had been some compla in t s of po l i ce 
h a r a s s m e n t , but r a c i a l conf l ic t d id not appear to have p layed a v e r y 
l a r g e p a r t i n the d i s t u r b a n c e s i n L i v e r p o o l . T h e pol ice had been 
subject to ex treme p r e s s u r e , but their m o r a l e was v e r y high, and 
they g r e a t l y a p p r e c i a t e d the h igh l e v e l of continuing support which they 
had r e c e i v e d f r o m the G o v e r n m e n t . The M o s s Side r iots seemed to be 
l a r g e l y i n i m i t a t i o n of those i n L i v e r p o o l , though s o c i a l condit ions i n 
the a r e a were v e r y b a d . T h e r e had been m a j o r damage to p r o p e r t y 
i n the a r e a , but, unl ike L i v e r p o o l , no po l i ce o f f i cers had been 
s e r i o u s l y i n j u r e d . T h e r e was no doubt that the mos t recent Southall 
r i o t had been p r o v o k e d by r a c i a l l y mot ivated wh;.te youths f r o m outside 
the a r e a . T h e Wood G r e e n inc ident had taken p lace i n a r e l a t i v e l y 
p r o s p e r o u s a r e a and seemed to be i so la ted i n i t s causes . T h e r e were 
other c i t i e s i n w h i c h d i s t u r b a n c e s cou ld w e l l o c c u r d u r i n g the s u m m e r . 
In the debate a r r a n g e d for the fo l lowing week, the Oppos i t ion would 
a l m o s t c e r t a i n l y seek to b lame high unemployment for the unrest , and to 
d e m a n d m a j o r changes i n the G o v e r n m e n t ' s economic p o l i c i e s ; the 
attitude of some of the G o v e r n m e n t ' s own supporters would be to suggest 
a re sponse concentrated on law and o r d e r i s s u e s . H e r e c o m m e n d e d 
that the G o v e r n m e n t should attempt to steer a midd le course between 
these two e x t r e m e s . T h e y m u s t continue to give the po l i ce their 
fu l les t support , and to be r e a d y to advise C h i e f Constab les as 
necessaay on the handl ing of the d i f f icul t and u n f a m i l i a r s i tuation which 
had a r i s e n . The p a r t i c u l a r p r o b l e m s of the d e p r i v e d inner c i ty areas 
should be kept i n m i n d i n the G o v e r n m e n t ' s fur ther cons iderat ion of 
the a l l o c a t i o n of s c a r c e r e s o u r c e s , and the H o m e Office would p r e s s 
ahead with i t s c u r r e n t study of r a c i a l i s t a t tacks , and with the rev iew 
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o f the P u b l i c O r d e r A c t , t h o u g h the o u t c o m e of the l a t t e r w o u l d h a v e 
to a w a i t the c o n c l u s i o n o f L o r d S c a r m a n ' s c u r r e n t i n q u i r y , a n d w a s 
i n a n y c a s e u n l i k e l y to b e i m m e d i a t e l y r e l e v a n t to the p r e s e n t 
s i t u a t i o n . 

In d i s c u s s i o n , i t w a s a g r e e d t h a t the G o v e r n m e n t n e e d e d to r e a c t 
q u i c k l y a n d e f f e c t i v e l y t c h e l p s h o p k e e p e r s a n d o t h e r s w h o h a d 
s u f f e r e d s e r i o u s d a m a g e a n d l o s s i n the d i s t u r b a n c e s . C o m p e n s a t i o n 
w a s p a y a b l e b y p o l i c e a u t h o r i t i e s u n d ^ r the R i o t D a m a g e A c t i n 
r e s p e c t o f d a m a g e to b u i l d i n g s a n d t h e i r c o n t e n t s , a n d l e a f l e t s h a d 
a l r e a d y b e e n d i s t r i b u t e d i n L i v e r p o o l e x p l a i n i n g the p r o c e d u r e f o r 
l o d g i n g c l a i m s . T h e p a y m e n t o f c l a i m s c o u l d , h o w e v e r , t a k e s o m e 
t i m e a n d i t w a s d e s i r a b l e t h a t the p r o c e s s s h o u l d b e e x p e d i t e d . 
W h i l e i t w a s c l e a r l y i m p o r t a n t to m i n i m i s e the r i s k o f a b u s e , t h o s e 
c o n c e r n e d s h o u l d be g i v e n w i d e d e l e g a t e d a u t h o r i t y to m a k e a d v a n c e 
p a y m e n t s w h e r e n e c e s s a r y , a n d p e r h a p s to p a y c o m p e n s a t i o n f o r 
d a m a g e to v e h i c l e s a n d o t h e r p r o p e r t y n o t c o v e r e d b y the R i o t 
D a m a g e A c t . It m i g h t be u s e f u l to e n l i s t o u t s i d e h e l p - f o r e x a m p l e , 
f r o m a p a n e l o f p r o f e s s i o n a l l o s s a d j u s t e r s - to e n s u r e that c l a i m s 
w e r e d e a l t w i t h q u i c k l y a n d f a i r l y , a n d t h a t f r a u d u l e n t c l a i m s w e r e 
d e t e c t e d . 

In d i s c u s s i o n o f the i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r l a w e n f o r c e m e n t , i t w a s n o t e d 
t h a t the e x i s t i n g l a w w a s p r i m a f a c i e a d e q u a t e to d e a l w i t h the v a r i o u s 
o f f e n c e s , i n c l u d i n g a s s a u l t , a n d c a u s i n g a n a f f r a y , w h i c h h a d b e e n 
c o m m i t t e d i n the c o u r s e o f the r i o t s . L o o t e r s c o u l d be c h a r g e d w i t h 
t h e f t o r h a n d l i n g s t o l e n g o o d s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , the p o l i c e f a c e d 
f o r m i d a b l e d i f f i c u l t i e s i n a r r e s t i n g the m a i n t r o u b l e - m a k e r s a m i d 
the c o n f u s i o n o f a r i o t ; a n d , h a v i n g d o n e s o , i n o b t a i n i n g c o n v i c t i o n s 
i n c i r c u m s t a n c e s w h e r e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w a s o f t e n d o u b t f u l . 
R e i n t r o d u c i n g the R i o t A c t i n a m o d e r n i s e d f o r m m i g h t b e p r e s e n t a ­
t i o n a l l y h e l p f u l , a n d w o u l d h a v e the a d d i t i o n a l a d v a n t a g e that a n y o n e 
f o u n d o n the s t r e e t s o n c e the s t a t u t o r y t i m e f r o m the r e a d i n g of the 
p r o c l a m a t i o n h a d e x p i r e d , i n c l u d i n g P r e s s a n d r a d i o a n d t e l e v i s i o n 
r e p o r t e r s , w o u l d be g u i l t y o f a n a b s o l u t e o f f e n c e . D i f f i c u l t i e s o f 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n m i g h t b e d i m i n i s h e d i f the w e a r i n g o f m a s k s w e r e o f 
i t s e l f to b e m a d e a c r i m i n a l o f f e n c e . It w a s e s s e n t i a l that t h o s e w h o 
h a d b e e n c h a r g e d i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the c u r r e n t d i s t u r b a n c e s s h o u l d 
b e b r o u g h t s p e e d i l y to t r i a l . T h e e x p e r i e n c e a t B r i s t o l s u g g e s t e d i t 
w a s o f t e n b e s t to c h a r g e i n d i v i d u a l s w i t h s u m m a r y o f f e n c e s , a n d 
s p e c i a l s i t t i n g s o f M a g i s t r a t e s ' c o u r t s t, o u l d be h e l d . W h e r e o f f e n d e r s 
w e r e m o r e a p p r o p r i a t e l y t r i e d o n i n d i c t m e n t s p e c i a l a r r a n g e m e n t s 
n e e d e d to be m a d e to e n s u r e a n e a r l y t r i a l . 

In d i s c u s s i o n o f the u n d e r l y i n g c a u s e s o f the d i s t u r b a n c e s a t t e n t i o n 
w a s d r a w n to the n u m b e r o f y o u n g p e o p l e , m a n y W e s t I n d i a n s , w h o 
f e l t n o l o y a l t y to s o c i e t y a n d r e s o r t e d to c r i m e . H i g h u n e m p l o y m e n t 
i n i n n e r c i t y a r e a s w a s i n c r e a s i n g the n u m b e r s o f s u c h f r u s t r a t e d 
y o u n g p e o p l e w i t h n o o u t l e t f o r t h e i r e n e r g i e s . M u c h r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
a l s o l a y w i t h p a r e n t s w h o f a i l e d to e x e r c i s e a d e q u a t e c o n t r o l o v e r t h e i r 
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c h i l d r e n . T h e C r i m i n a l J u s t i c e B i l l p l a n n e d f o r n e x t S e s s i o n w o u l d 
i n c r e a s e the p o w e r s , o f the c o u r t s i n d e a l i n g w i t h p a r e n t s o f o f f e n d e r s . 
H e a d m a s t e r s i n L i v e r p o o l c o n s u l t e d b y d i e D e p a r t m e n t o f E d u c a t i o n 
a n d S c i e n c e h a d r e p o r t e d a n a t m o s p h e r e o f m o u n t i n g t e n s i o n i n the 
s c h o o l s i n the p e r i o d i m m e d i a t e l y p r e c e d i n g the r i o t s , a n d t h e r e w a s 
s o m e e v i d e n c e tha t the d i s t u r b a n c e s h a d n o t b e e n s p o n t a n e o u s , 
M o r e g e n e r a l l y , the r i o t s a n d t h e i r a f t e r m a t h h a d r e v e a l e d a n 
a l a r m i n g l y w i d e s p r e a d l a c k o f m o r a l s e n s e ; m u c h o f the l a r g e ­
s c a l e l o o t i n g i n T o x t e t h , f o r e x a m p l e , h a d b e e n c a r r i e d o u t b y 
m i d d l e - a g e d w h i t e r e s i d e n t s w h o h a d h a d n o p a r t i n the r i o t s t h e m ­
s e l v e s . T h o u g h i t w a s o f t e n c l a i m e d t h a t i t c o u j d n o t be d e m o n s t r a t e d 
t h a t t e l e v i s i o n h a d a d e l e t e r i o u s e f f e c t o n s t a n d a r d s o f m o r a l a n d 
s o c i a l b e h a v i o u r , the f a c t w a s tha t the g e n e r a t i o n o f y o u n g p e o p l e 
n o w g r o w i n g u p w e r e h a b i t u a t e d to w a t c h i n g t e l e v i s i o n f o r m a n y 
h o u r s e v e r y d a y , a n d t h e r e w a s g o o d r e a s o n to f e a r tha t t e l e v i s i o n 
h a d u n d e r m i n e d the t r a d i t i o n a l d i s c i p l i n e s o f f a m i l y l i f e , a n d h a d 
g i v e n p r o m i n e n c e to v i o l e n c e i n b o t h n e w s a n d e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
p r o g r a m m e s . 

In f u r t h e r d i s c u s s i o n , i t w a s n o t e d tha t the m o d e r a t e L a b o u r 
l e a d e r s h i p o f the M e r s e y s i d e C o u n t y C o u n c i l a n d o f the L a b o u r g r o u p 
o n the L i v e r p o o l C i t y C o u n c i l w e r e c o m i n g u n d e r g r e a t p r e s s u r e 
f r o m the e x t r e m e L e f t , w h o m i s s e d n o o p p o r t u n i t y to w e a k e n the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f b o t h a u t h o r i t i e s . T h e r e w a s e v i d e n c e a l s o that 
e x t r e m i s t s h a d p e n e t r a t e d v o l u n t a r y c o m m u n i t y o r g a n i s a t i o n s w i t h 
the d e l i b e r a t e i n t e n t i o n o f p r o v o k i n g a n d e x p l o i t i n g d i s t u r b a n c e s 
a i m e d i n p a r t i c u l a r a t the p o l i c e . In M a n c h e s t e r the p o l i c e 
a u t h o r i t y w a s n o w u n d e r l e f t - w i n g c o n t r o l . In m a n y c i t i e s the 
L e f t w o u l d t r y to m a k e c a p i t a l o u t o f a n y s u p p l e m e n t a r y r a t e i n c r e a s e s 
m a d e n e c e s s a r y b y t h e m e a s u r e s b e i n g t a k e n to l i m i t e x c e s s l o c a l 
a u t h o r i t y e x p e n d i t u r e , a n d o u t o f a n y f u t u r e i n c r e a s e s i n c o u n c i l 
h o u s e r e n t s . S o m e l e f t - w i n g m e m b e r s o f the l e g a l p r o f e s s i o n 
s o u g h t to p e r s u a d e y o u n g p e o p l e w h o c a m e b e f o r e the c o u r t s t h a t 

t h e i r c o n v i c t i o n s w e r e the r e s u l t o f c a l c u l a t e d s o c i a l i n j u s t i c e . 


In d i s c u s s i o n o f the e c o n o m y o f the a r e a s c o n c e r n e d , i t w a s a r g u e d 
o n the o n e h a n d t h a t m o n e y s h o u l d b e m a d e a v a i l a b l e f o r the 
c r e a t i o n o f j o b s a n d e n v i r o n m e n t a l i m p r o v e m e n t i n a r e a s o f g r e a t e s t 
d e p r i v a t i o n ; b u t o a the o t h e r , t h a t i t w o u l d b e b e t t e r to l o o k m o r e 
w i d e l y a t " t r a v e l - t o - w o r k " a r e a s a n d to s p e n d s u c h r e s o u r c e s a s 
c o u l d b e m a d e a v a i l a b l e o n p o i n t s o f p o t e n t i a l g r o w t h , w h i c h w o u l d 
n o t n e c e s s a r i l y b e i n e x a c t l y the p l a c e s t h e s e d i s t u r b a n c e s h a d 
o c c u r r e d . T h e i m p r e s s i o n m u s t n o t be g i v e n tha t m o r e l a w - a b i d i n g 
a r e a s w e r e b e i n g p e n a l i s e d o r t h a t w e l l - o r g a n i s e d r i o t i n g p r o d u c e d 
q u i c k r e s u l t s . M o r e o v e r , e x p e r i e n c e s u g g e s t e d t h a t v a l u e f o r m o n e y 
w o u l d n o t b e o b t a i n e d i f r e s o u r c e s w e r e c h a n n e l l e d t h r o u g h l o c a l 
a u t h o r i t i e s a n d o t h e r a g e n c i e s w i t h o u t c l e a r d i r e c t i o n . F o r t h e s e 
r e a s o n s , a n d to r e a s s u r e the p u b l i c , t h e r e m i g h t b e a d v a n t a g e i n 
a p p o i n t i n g a M i n i s t e r o r M i n i s t e r s w h o w o u l d be p u b l i c l y i d e n t i f i e d 
w i t h the G o v e r n m e n t ' s c o n c e r n f o r i m p r o v i n g s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n s , w h o 
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w o u l d a n a l y s e the n e e d s o f p a r t i c u l a r a r e a s o n a n o b j e c t i v e b a s i s a n d 
w h o w o u l d b e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r e n c o u r a g i n g p r i v a t e s e c t o r i n v e s t m e n t 
a s w e l l a s f o r e n s u r i n g t h a t s u c h a d d i t i o n a l p u b l i c m o n e y a s m i g h t 
b e m a d e a v a i l a b l e w a s u s e d to the b e s t a d v a n t a g e . 

T H E P R I M E M I N I S T E R , s u m m i n g u p the d i s c u s s i o n , s a i d tha t the 
C a b i n e t a c c e p t e d tha t t h e r e m i g h t b e f u r t h e r o u t b r e a k s o f c i v i l 
d i s t u r b a n c e s . W h a t L a d a l r e a d y h a p p e n e d w a s a m a t t e r o f g r e a t 
c o n c e r n a n d m i g h t p r o v e a w a t e r s h e d i n B r i t i s h p o l i t i c a l l i f e . T h e 
G o v e r n m e n t s i o u l d c o n t i n u e to g i v e f u l l s u p p o r t to the p o l i c e a n d m u s t 
be s e e n t o r e s p o n d q u i c k l y a n d e f f e c t i v e l y to the p r e s e n t s i t u a t i o n . 
T h e M i n i s t e r s c o n c e r n e d s h o u l d c o n s i d e r u r g e n t l y w h e t h e r c h a n g e s 
i n the c r i m i n a l l a w w e r e n e e d e d a n d s h o u l d m a k e a n y a r r a n g e m e n t s 
n e c e s s a r y to e n s u r e tha t t h o s e c h a r g e d w i t h o f f e n c e s i n c o n n e c t i o n 
w i t h t h e d i s t u r b a n c e s w e r e b r o u g h t to t r i a l w i t h o u t d e l a y . 
D e s t r u c t i o n o f s h o p s a n d o t h e r p r o p e r t y w o u l d f u r t h e r w e a k e n the 
e c o n o m y o f the a r e a s a f f e c t e d a n d u r g e n t c o n s i d e r a t i o n s h o u l d be 
g i v e n to the b e s t w a y o f e n s u r i n g tha t t h o s e w h o h a d s u f f e r e d s e r i o u s 
l o s s d u r i n g the r i o t s r e c e i v e d v e r y e a r l y c o m p e n s a t i o n , i f n e c e s s a r y 
o n a n i n t e r i m b a s i s . T h e H o m e S e c r e t a r y s h o u l d c o n s i d e r w h a t m o r e 
c o u l d be d o n e to e n c o u r a g e the b r o a d c a s t i n g a u t h o r i t i e s to p a y g r e a t e r 
a t t e n t i o n to the p o s s i b l e e f f e c t s o f the w a y i n w h i c h t h e y c o l l e c t e d a n d 
b r o a d c a s t n e w s i t e m s a b o u t v i o l e n t i n c i d e n t s . T h e C a b i n e t h a d a l s o 
h a d a u s e f u l d i s c u s s i o n o n p o s s i b l e w a y s o f i m p r o v i n g the e f f e c t i v e ­
n e s s o f e x p e n d i t u r e i n i n n e r c i t y a r e a s , w h e r e c o n s i d e r a b l e s u m s 
h a d b e e n s p e n t i n the p a s t , s o m e t i m e s o n the w r o n g o b j e c t i v e s ; a n d 
s h e w o u l d h e r s e l f c o n s i d e r f u r t h e r the p o i n t s m a d e a n d , i n p a r t i c u l a r , 
the n e e d f o r b e t t e r l e a d e r s h i p a n d c o - o r d i n a t i o n o f p r o g r a m m e s o f 
e x p e n d i t u r e i n t h e s e a r e a s . 

T h e C a b i n e t ­

1. I n v i t e d the H o m e S e c r e t a r y , i n c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h 

the L o r d C h a n c e l l o r , the S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r S c o t l a n d , 

the A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l a n d the L o r d A d v o c a t e , to c o n s i d e r 

w h e t h e r a n y c h a n g e s to the c r i m i n a l l a w w e r e d e s i r a b l e 

i n o r d e r to e n a b l e the c o u r t s a n d the p o l i c e to d e a l m o r e 

e f f e c t i v e l y w i t h o f f e n c e s c o m m i t t e d i n the c o u r s e o f r i o t s 

a n d to r e p o r t to the C a b i n e t . 

2 . I n v i t e d the L o r d C h a n c e l l o r , i n c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h 
the H o m e S e c r e t a r y , the S e c r e t a r y o f S ta te f o r S c o t l a n d , 
the A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l a n d the L o r d A d v o c a t e , to m a k e 
a n y n e c e s s a r y a r r a n g e m e n t s to e n s u r e that p e r s o n s 
c h a r g e d w i t h o f f e n c e s i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the r i o t s w e r e 
b r o u g h t to t r i a l a t the e a r l i e s t o p p o r t u n i t y . 
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N O R T H E R N 

I R E L A N D 

A F F A I R S 

P r e v i o u s 
R e f e r e n c e : 
CC(81) 2 5 t h 
C o n c l u s i o n s , 
Minute 4 

3 . I n v i t e d the H o m e S e c r e t a r y , i n c o n s u l t a t i o n 

w i t h t h a C h a n c e l l o r o f the E x c h e q u e r a n d the S e c r e t a r y 

o f S t a t e f o r the E n v i r o n m e n t , to c o n s i d e r u r g e n t l y the 

b e s t w a y o f e x p e d i t i n g the p a y m e n t o f c o m p e n s a t i o n to 

t h o s e w h o h a d s u f f e r e d l o s s e s i n the c o u r s e o f the r i o t s , 

a n d to r e p o r t to the C a b i n e t t 

4 . I n v i t e d the H o m e S e c r e t a r y to d i s c u s s w i t h the 

b r o a d c a s t i n g a u t h o r i t i e s the i n f l u e n c e o f t h e i r p r o g r a m m e s 

o n v i e w e r s a n d l i s t e n e r s , a s i n d i c a t e d i n the F r i m e 

M i n i s t e r ' s s u m m i n g u p . 

5. T o o k n o t e t h a t the P r i m e M i n i s t e r w o u l d g i v e 

f u r t h e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n to the q u e s t i o n o f M i n i s t e r i a l 

l e a d e r s h i p a n d c o - o r d i n a t i o n o f p r o g r a m m e s a n d 

p o l i c i e s f o r i m p r o v e m e n t o f s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n s i n the 

a r e a s i n q u e s t i o n . 

5 . T H E S E C R E T A R Y O F S T A T E F O R N O R T H E R N I R E L A N D 

s a i d t h a t the I r i s h C o m m i s s i o n f o r J u s t i c e a n d P e a c e , w h i c h w a s a 
n o n - o f f i c i a l C a t h o l i c b o d y i n v o l v i n g b o t h l a y m e n a n d c l e r i c s f r o m 
b o t h N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d a n d the I r i s h R e p u b l i c , h a d s o u g h t to p l a y a 
h e l p f u l r o l e i n r e l a t i o n to the h u n g e r s t r i k e b y p r i s o n e r s i n the M a z e 
p r i s o n b u t h a d b e e n u n a b l e to b r i n g the s t r i k e to a n e n d . T h e y h a d 
s e e n the p r o t e s t i n g p r i s o n e r s o n t h r e e o c c a s i o n s ; a n d t h e y h a d b e e n 
i n c o n t a c t w i t h the s t r i k e r s ' f a m i l i e s a n d p r o b a b l y a l s o w i t h the 
P r o v i s i o n a l I r i s h R e p u b l i c a n A r m  y ( P I R A ) , It h a d b e e n m a d e c l e a r 
to t h e m i n a d v a n c e b y the M i n i s t e r o f S t a t e , N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d O f f i c e 
( M r A l i s o n ) tha t t h e r e c o u l d be n o n e g o t i a t i o n s b e t w e e n the 
G o v e r n m e n t a n d the p r i s o n e r s , a n d t h a t the s t r i k e w a s i n a n y c a s e 
n o t r e a l l y a b o u t p r i s o n c o n d i t i o n s . M e a n w h i l e the p r i s o n e r s h a d 
p u t o u t a s t a t e m e n t w h i c h w a s c o n c i l i a t o r y i n tone b u t n o t i n 
s u b s t a n c e ; t h e i r f i v e d e m a n d s w e r e u n c h a n g e d , a l t h o u g h t h e y w e r e 
c o n t e n t f o r c o n c e s s i o n s to a p p l y e q u a l l y to a l l p r i s o n e r s a n d w e r e n o 
l o n g e r d e m a n d i n g a d i f f e r e n t i a t e d s t a t u s f o r t h e m s e l v e s . In 
r e s p o n s e the G o v e r n m e n t h a d r e p e a t e d i t s e a r l i e r p r o c e d u r e b y w h i c h 
h e h i m s e l f h a d sec o u t i n a p u b l i c s t a t e m e n t the c o n d i t i o n s a n d 
p r i v i l e g e s w h i c h w e r e a p p l i c a b l e to a l l c o n f o r m i n g p r i s o n e r s , a n d 
t h i s s t a t e m e n t w a s t h e n c o m m u n i c a t e d to e a c h p r o t e s t i n g p r i s o n e r . 
It h a d t h u s b e e n m a d e c l e a r , b o t h i n s i d e a n d o u t s i d e the p r i s o n , that 
the c o n t i n u a t i o n o f the s t r i k e w a s n o t d u e , a s so o f t e n a l l e g e d , to 
i n f l e x i b i l i t y o n the G o v e r n m e n t ' s s i d e . A f i f t h h u n g e r s t r i k e r , 
M c D o n n e l l , h a d d i e d e a r l y o n 8 J u l y . H i s p l a c e h a d b e e n t a k e n b y 
a n o t h e r p r i s o n e r , so tha t a t o t a l o f e i g h t r e m a i n e d o n s t r i k e . T h e 
p o l i c e h a d b e e n w e l l a b l e to c o p e w i t h the p u b l i c d i s o r d e r i m m e d i a t e l y 
f o l l o w i n g h i s d e a t h , i n w h i c h n o - o n e h a d b e e n s e r i o u s l y i n j u r e d . 
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F u r t h e r t r o u b l e w a s e x p e c t e d at the t i m e o f the f u n e r a l ; b u t i t w a s 
h o p e d t h a t t h i s w o u l d b e o v e r b e f o r e the s t a r t o f the P r o t e s t a n t 
m a r c h e s c o m m e m o r a t i n g the B a t t l e o f the B o y n e , w h i c h o n t h i s 
o c c a s i o n w o u l d n o t t a k e p l a c e u n t i l 13 J u l y b e c a u s e 12 J u l y f e l l o n 
a S u n d a y . If the h u n g e r s t r i k e p e r s i s t e d the n e x t s t r i k e r w a s l i k e l y 
to d i e s o o n a f t e r 20 J u l y . 

T h e C a b i n e t -

T o o k n o t e . 

C a b i n e t O f f i c e 

9 J u l y 1981 
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