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BELIZE/GUATEMALA: POSSIBLE RESUMPTION OF NEGOTIATIONS

1. THE CONVERSATIONS REPORTED IN YOUR TURS ARE CERTAINLY
ENCOURAZING, BUT WE ARE FAR FROM SURE THAT THEY CAN BE TAXEN
ALTOSETHER AT THEIR FACE VALUE. WE SUSPECT THAT THE GUATEMALANS
MAY, AT LEAST IN PART, BE RESPONDING TO US PRESSURE AND THAT
THEIR MAIN CONCERN MAY BE TO PUT THEMSELVES IN THE MOST FAVOURABLE
LIGHT FOR THE UN GENERAL ASSEZYBLY.

2. THERE ARE SOME OBVIOUS PROBLEMS ABDJT AN EARLY RESUMPTION

OF NEGOTIATIONS. MR RIDLEY GAVE AN UNDERTAXING DURING HIS

VISIT TO BELIZE IN APRIL THAT IF NEGOTIATIONS ON THE HEADS 07
ASREEMENT RESULTED IN A TREATY THIS WOULD BE SUBMITTED TO A
REFERENDUM BEFORE INDEPENDENCE. WE DO NOT CONSIDER THAT IT WOULD
BE POSSIBLE TO FIT IN NEFOTIATIONS AND A REFERENDUM BEFORE THE
21 SEPTEMBER DATE FOR INDEPENDENCE. EVEN IF THE NEGOTIATIONS
WERE RESUMED AND A TREATY YERE NOT IN SIGHT BEFORE 21 SEPTEMBER
WE COULD EXP=CT CONSIDERABLE OPPOSITION PRESSURE IN BELIZE TO
POSTPONE INDEPENDENZE UNTIL THE RESULTS OF THE NEGOTIATIONS WERE
CLEAR. WE SHOULD BZ “0ST RELUCTANT TO POSTPONE THE DATE, AND
WOULD ONLY CONSIDER DOING SO IF, IN THE LIGHT OF A SERIOQUSLY
DETERIORATING SECURITY SITUATION IN BELIZE, PRICE HIMSELF ASXED
US TO POSTPONE IT SO THAT NESOTIATIONS COULD CONTINUE.

3. WE CLEARLY CANNOT HOWEVER TURN THE GUATEMALANS DOWNN FLAT.
OUR STRATEGY MUST BE TO EXPLORE THE GUATEMALAN POSITION FURTHER
ON A BILATERAL BASIS AND O TRY TO PLAY THEM LON3. OUR PRECISE
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% [ GAVE A RECEPTION ON 29 JULY Tpo MARK THE WEDDING OF THE

PRINCE CF WALES., MY [NVITATIONS TC THE OFFICIAL GUATEMALANS WERE
REGRETTED, BUT ON THE MORNING OF THE 29 JULY THE FOREIGH MINISTER
TELEPHONED TG SAY THAT HE WOULD BE COMING AFTER ALL, AND SKINWRER

KLEE AND HERRERA ALSO CAME, THE TWO LATTER EXPLAINED THAT AT FIRST
THEIR INSTRUCTIONS HAD BEEN HOT TO ATTEND, BUT AT A MEETING ON

28 JULY SUMMONED BY PRESIDENT LUCAS THEY HAD BEEN TOLD TO COME AND TO
MAKE 1T CLEAR THAT HE WANTED TO CONTINUE THE PROCESS OF NEGOTIATION.




2s CASTILLC VALDEZ, WHC STAYED AT THE PARTY FROM BEGIMNIMG TO END,
CONFINED HIMSELF TO SAYING THAT HE KOPED THAT WE COULD KEEP TALKI’\‘
K INNER KLEE AND HERRERA WERE MCRE EXPLICIT, THEY SAID THAT LUCAS
WAS AFRAID THAT IF MO AGREEMENT WAS REACHED DURING HIS REMAINING
MOWTHS CF OFFICE THERE WAS & RISK OF HOSTILITIES UNDER THE NEXT
FRESIDENT., LUCAS RAD DESCRIBED THCSE WHO HAD INSISTED ON MILITARY
USE OF THE CAYS AS FOOLS, SAYING THAT ANY BASE RUILT ON THE CAYS
CoULD BE SWEPT AWAY BY A HURRICANE AT ANY TIME, NO REQUIREMENT FOR
MILITARY USE WAS NEEDED, ALL THAT WAS NECESSARY WAS THAT THERE SHOULD
FGR PUBLIC COMSUMPTION, BE NO PRCHIBITICN OF MILITARY USE., HE

HAD SAID THAT THE QUESTICHN OF DURATION OF GUATEMALAN USE OF THE CAYS
WAS AN ARTIFICIAL PROBLEM: IN 15 YEARS EITHER BELIZE AND GUATEMALA
Ww.ULD BE FRIENDS OR THEY WOULD EE EZNEMIES., CN ACCESS TC THE HIGH
SEAS ALL THAT MATTERED WAS THE SNAKE, NOT THE SUGGESTION THAT THE
MARITIME EQUNDARY RUN BETWEEN THE CAYS AHD THE MAINLAND.

3,  HERRERA WAS DELIGHTED BY THE PRESIDENT’S INSISTENCE oM

STARTING AGAIN ON MGRE SENSIBLE TERMS, SKINNER KLEE WAS LESS
ENTHUSIASTIC BUT THOUGHT THAT THERE WAS NOW A REAL CHANCE OF GETTING
#{ AGREEMENT, THEY ASKED KOW THIS NEW APPROACH WOULD SQUARE WITH
FREMIER PRICE’S CONCERN ABOUT A REFERENDUM. | SAID THAT THE PREMIER
- MIGHT CONSIDER TALKING AGAIN IF THE TIMING VERE SUGH THAT HE COULD
SIGN AN AGREEMENT BEFORE IMDEPENDENCE RUT SUBMIT IT TO A REFERENDUM
AFTER INDEPENDENCE, THEY SAW NO PROBLEM WITH THIS. |

4, SKIKNER KLEE SAID THAT A REPLY TO MR RIDLEY’S LATEST MESSAGE
WAS BEING DRAFTED, PRESIDENT LUCAS SAW THAT MESSAGE AS OFFERING
A GOOD CHANCE COF FINDING A SETTLEMENT.

e THE FOREIGN MINISTER, HERRERA AND SKINNER KLEE ALL MADE [T VERY
QLEAR THAT THEIR PRESERCE IN MY HOUSE ON SUCH A PURLIC CCCASION SHGUD
BE SEEN AS A CLEAR GESTURE OF GCODWILL AND READINESS TC TRY AGAIN

TO SETTLE THE DISPUTE BEFCRE BELIZE BECAME [NDEPENDENT., THIS

MESSAGE WAS ALSO CONVEYED TO OTHER DIPLOMATS PRESENT.

€. | EXPECT TO RECEIVE THE FOREIGN MINISTER’S REPLY TO MR RIDLEY’S
FESSAGE WITHIN THE NEXT DAY CR SO. GRATEFUL TO LEARN ¥HETHER,

IN THE LIGHT CF WHAT APPEARS TO BE A CONSIDERABLE MOVE IN THE
GUATEMALAN POSITION, | SHOULD MAKE ENCOURAGIMG NOISES ABQUT THE
POSSIBILITY OF RENEWED NEGOTIATIGHS BEFORE 21 SEPTEMBER, TREY ALL
SAID THAT IT WOULD BE VERY DIFFICULT TC TALK AFTER THAT DATE,




