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I understand that the Anglo~German Consultations which were to have

-l

U:tt_gken place on 29th~30th October have now been formally postponed and that
W they have been rearranged for 17th-18th November.
~
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This postponement is likely to involve a reyised programme since the
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,’ rime Minister will not, I believe, be leaving London until after her Audience
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YU’ 7 on Tuesday, 17th November. She will therefore have less time in Bonn, and
G

WE
e Jp are points which the Foreign and Commonwealth Office will have to consider
(}"’;’ r, once you have notified them of the new dates.

may wish to reconsider how many Ministers should accompany her., These

v i/ 3. I should however like to put briefing in hand for this visit now and
/L' attach at Annex A the proposals which the Germans have made for the agenda.
b)u A /“’ﬁ Annexes B and C are assessments of British and German objectives for the

b\\l 2 el meeting, and at Annex D a suggestedlist ofbriefs, the preparation of which will
J’ﬁ) be co~ordinated in the usual way by the Cabinet Office. In order to ensure the
. best possible co~ordination of the preparations for this Summit, I shall be
J/(vl/j holding a meeting of Permanent Secretaries to consider the draft steering brief,
mt should concentrate and also what are
likely to be the issues which will need to be followed up after the Summit in
bilateral discussion,
4, I understand that the briefing meeting for the Consultations is now
planned for Tuesday, 17th November at 4. 00 pm. In these circumstances I
should like to propose that the briefs should reach you by mid-day on Friday,
13th November.
5. One point which might well be considered at the briefing meeting is
/} whether the Prime Minister should send a message to President Mitterrand
/? 5 and also perhaps to President Reagan. Ialso hope that some mention might be
made at the briefing meeting of the suggestion that it might be helpful to

arrange for a delegation meeting halfway through the Summit. I felt that such a
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meeting would have been useful during the Anglo-French Consultations last month,
It would involve the Prime Minister and her Ministerial colleagues, as well as

the senior officials in the party, and would aim to pull together the threads of

the bilateral discussions which will have been continuing during the first afternoon
in order thereby to ensure that the plenary session the next morning is

directed at outstanding points either of disagreement or on which further

collective discussion between the two sides would be desirable.
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