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I have seen Geoffrey Howe's minute to you of 30th October,

and also the minutes of E(PSP)(81)5jH/ﬁeeting. Although I go

along in general with what Geoffrey says, there is one suggestion
which I think we ought to reconsider, namely that those Ministers f
"most directly concerned" should meet the EFL_B, IiD_F_t_E.s and A_E@
separately from any meeting you and Geoffrey might have with ‘them.

fEI;-I;-a departure from what was done last year, and I am not
sure that it offers an improvement.
2 Quite apart from the fact that several of us have_a direct
interest in the work of the TSRB, all three Review Boards report
to you, not to individual Ministers. Last year the business of
briefing the Boards on our reading of the economic and financial
background was handled by your seeing them with Geoffrey Howe

the appropriate Departmental Ministers. This seems to me
properly to reflect the constitutional relationship between the
Boards and the Government. It also has the practical advaﬁ¥;ges
of maximizing the impact of our message and guaranteeing complete
consistency of presentation, an important point when nuances
155%%2;_353, in the case of Sir Harold Atcherley, there is over-
lapping membership of Boards. I think we were right to handle it
as we did last year, and see no reason to change our practice.
I feel strongly that we should do the same again this year.
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3 I am copying this to the members of E, the Lord Chancellor, /
the Secretaries of State for Scotland and Wales, and Sir Robert
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