Prime Minister /- r/\//g:——\

IMMIGRATION RULES

There was a meeting yesterday morning at the

Home Office, at which I was present, which was
attended by the Home Secretary, the new Minister
of State at the Home Office, and some members of
the Executive of the 1922 Committee, led by Edward
du Cann. Unfortunately, the two Members of the

“ ———————
Executive, who had voted against the new Rules last

month (Jill Knight and Marcus Fox) and the one

Member who had abstained (John Biggs-Davison) were
“

not able to be there. The Deputy Chief Whip was

also present.

At the start of the meeting, the Home Secretary
circulated a paper, of which I attach a copy.

—

The purpose of the meeting was to explore the
possibility of presenting to Parliament fresh Rules

on which the Parliamentary Party can unite.

I remind you that fresh Rules have to be laid before
Parliament not later than the 16th of next _month.

—

Thereafter, these fresh Rules can be pzéyed against

.

within 40 days.
T —————
We discussed the possibility of a Register of those
———
Commonwealth wives and children entitled to entry

for settlement under the 1971 Immigration Act (as

promised on page 20 of our Manifesto), and also the
possibility of beefing up the provision that

immigrants should be able to maintain themselves

e

without recourse to public funds.




It was agreed that the Home Secretary and the

Minister of State should give further consideration

to these suggestions. The Home Secretary is to

meet the full Executive of the 1922 Committee

at 5.15 p.m. on Thursday 20th January. Edward
A ——

du Cann has asked me to be prégént at that meeting.

No Minister has been invited to attend the meeting

of our Home Affairs Committee on Monday 17th January,

although, of course, the matter will be raised then.
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@

and with it the right of abode. Assuming they leave when
they will not be able to transmit the right of

grandchildren born overseas.

a
People who are deported in future will not be able to claim that they

should be allowed to remain to look after their children who have an indepsnden
remain solely by reason of having been born here.
scheme of British Dependent Territories citizenship and Britis
citizenship more accurately reflects the less close relationships
have to this country. The limitations on the transmissibility of
itizenship set a 1limit {to our immigration commitment to

c
Overseas citizens under the special voucher scheme.

of
temporary stay.

tries to set up

Tamily unit
to turn to - have no claim as depen
elderly, wholly or mair
and will maintain and

their own




1974 o husbands and male fiances of all women settled here. Our changes in th
1980 Rules confined the right to citizens of the United Kingdom and Colonies
born here or born to a parent born here)subject to safeguards against abuse.

The changes in HC66 follow the llationality Act and give the right to British
citizens only, that again subject to safeguards. This is in line with the
affirmation in the Manifesto 'The rights of 211 British citizens legally settiled

here are equal before the law whatever their race, colcur or ced!.

.
The adoption of this test would not, in the longer term,

on the settlement figures, because the prop of Asian girls reaching
marriageable age who are British citizc 1 they were born here will

increase rapidly. In the short T likely to be more applications,
]

but not to the level under the ). ' > 15¢ essing delay

will prevent any sharp increas

VWork permits

We promised to restrict sev:

the tougher criteria announced

A register and quot

then to introduce a gue
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people who would not in the event have chosen to come, as well as omittin

a quarter of those accepted from the Indian sub-continent as a whole duri

1981 and about half of those accepted from India) because
Z b -
married later than that date.

The Goverrment inten

light of the results of

‘The Manifesto envisaged that quotas would be imposed once the

been established. Quotas affecti statutory rights would require

and would have adminis t They will nee
light of the new statisti exercise and against

given above.
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