
Prime Minister

IMMIGRATION RULES

There was a meeting yesterday morning at the

Home Office, at which I was present, which was

attended by the Home Secretary, the new Minister

of State at the Home Office, and some members of

the Executive of the 1922 Committee, led by Edward

du Cann. Unfortunately, the two Members of the

Executive, who had voted against the new Rules last

month (Jill Knight and Marcus Fox) and the one

Member who had abstained (John Biggs-Davison) were

not able to be there. The Deputy Chief Whip was

also present.

At the start of the meeting, the Home Secretary

circulated a paper, of which I attach a copy.

The purpose of the meeting was to explore the

possibility of presenting to Parliament fresh Rules

on which the Parliamentary Party can unite.

I remind you that fresh Rules have to be laid before

Parliament not later than the 16th of next month.

Thereafter, these fresh Rules can be prayed against

within 40 days.

We discussed the possibility of a Register of those

Commonwealth wives and children entitled to entry

for settlement under the 1971 Immigration Act (as

promised on page 20 of our Manifesto), and also the

possibility of beefing up the provision th2t

immigrants should be able to maintain themselves

without recourse to public funds.
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It was agreed that the Home Secretary and the

Minister of State should give further consideration

to these suggestions. The Home Secretary is to

meet the full Executive of the 1922 Committee

at 5.15 p.m. on Thursday 20th January. Edward

du Cann has asked me to be present at that meeting.

No Minister has been invited to attend the meeting

of our Home Affairs Committee on Monday 17th January,

although, of course, the matter will be raised then.

14.1.83 TAN GOW
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The figeres 


Total acceotan2.es are now lower than at any time since Cot-monwe&th innigrati.T

began, having fallen from over 70,000 (37,000 from the New Ocslmoewealth and
-----

Pakistan) a year•when we took office to 53,000 (30,000 From the N.C.W.) in the ye=

ein 30 September 1982.

queues of applicants in the Indian sub-continent i'cr r,ettlemnt entrH c7eeraec

are also down, from over 27,000 in 1979 to 10,000 last Septemher. This gives a

pointer to future trererls, although processing dela:Ts meanthat there can be nc

immediate redection in settlemaet figures.
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would have eed. 3,000 a 7ear to the settleelest figures.

,ration now coneiets pre:eem,ine anC_ c'eil,:lren of net

alreai here. he ifth Penert frem the Heme Affairs 0c=ittee

Session, pe,blishe in dely,

the Iejan -

for .iate settleele- Is

The.s,

'171a:7;r1 t7.at 'The overa_Le erere

c^-Li7e7Ires have obtaine

in ::ecliee e Go -s

'73

"

!':anif2e a ee -7eefiee ent leee-- -

citizeeship arei r__--
who acteell-:

rat-ionel anr:. 0-fe=ee f7)et-H

implicatio-e 70W

' Act eivee e e eTh

eish o i7ees. Putt:

'

:=000 lee



*ER.

and with it the right of abode. Assumivg they leave when their parents leave

they will not be able to transmit the ri.o-ht of abode to thair chilaven and

grandchilfren born overseas.

People who are deported in future will not be able to claim the.tthey

should be allowed to remain to look after their children who have an independent

right to remain solely by reason of havin,ar been born here.

The scheme of ritish Teperaent mevvitories citizenship and Tritish

Overseas citizenship more accurately reflects the less close relationships such

citizens have to this country. The limitations on the transmissibility of

British Overseas citizenship set a limit to our ivvigvation commitment to

certain 7v5tish Overseas citizens under the special voucher scheme.

The other :'enifesto cornitnents

"Switchin7"

promised in the Th.nifesto to ena the p-actice c' pe-mauent

settlement 'or those who come heve for a temporary stay. he aid :his in th.,

19'30 Rules. A visitor who takes work or tries to set up in business falle te

rafuEsa further stay.

Deperapntc

proTnised to livit the entry Of parents, grenapavents ani c1:i7dven oven-

li-3 to a small numbev of =sent compassionate oases7. he did. this in the Uhf

Rules. 2hildren aizea it ov over - except uovar.viea deuhtevs undev 27 7.= -,117:

part of the family unit and. have no other close relatives in their own ceuvery

to tarn to - have no claim as dependants. Parents and grandparents.: rf.Ist -te

eldeily, wholly ov mainly aependent on children settled in this ccumOry who cro-

and. will maintain ard accommodate them, and without other close relatives in

theiv own country to tarn to. Cthev relatives (or youn„;.-er =2E.27-ts) hct


only meet these requirements 'cllt also show that they are Ithina alane in tha

most exceptional compas:sionate circunstavoes inciuiinn havin2 a stanfaTZ: of

liviv-7 substantially below that of their awn country. in hi, anly CC


depenaent relatives 'F'7"o7the Tnaian sub-continent were acc=tecl.

7e pranisea to e7.71 tht concessio7 inerodnoed. U t.tr, - •
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1974 to husbands and male fiances of all women settled here. Oar changes in the

1990 Rules confined the right to citizens of the United Kingdom and Colonies

born here or born to a Parent born here,subject to safeuards aainst abuse.

The changes in HC66 follow the Kationality Act and give the ripht to British

citizens only, that again sub,ject to safeguards. This is in line with the

affirmation in the :ianifesto 'The rihts of all British citizens ler,ally settled

here are ecual before the law whetever their race, colour or creed'.

The adoption of this test would not, in the lon,ce-er term, have much impact

on the settlement fi,sures, because the proportion of Asian mfrls reeching

marriageable age who are Tritish citizens because they eere born here will

increase rapidly. Tn the shorter term ther2 ar2 likely to be more applieations,

but not to the level under the rules in force before 193C: processing dela s

will prevent any sharp increase in the number of admissions.

Work permits 


We promfsed to restrict severely the issue of orh permits. 'A: did so

the tcuceher criteria announced in Koverber 1979.

A reJister and cuotas 


We promised to introduce a register of those Col"sen7e.ed.th - s and

children entitled to entry for settl=ent 137-er the 1;*?71 ]"=ivratien

then :to introduce a quota suteic, coverinre• everyone o7itel:e the

Co=unity, to control all entry for settl=e -siclation  cult

oualify the ri.7hts of entry of es e c;a-m, 007a

the 1=i,Eration Act 7'2771 and "- 7=ernstnt tecited at the outset tc .7ive

priority to the 1"aticnality fet and the chanr-s in the ILs.i2:ratfcen

also intred1:.ced, froze the bezinnin eew statistical de.ta co77E


system for the Indian sul-,con --nt.

"Jerson Ite-4-"einee in others on'ered the -Inited. Kington *
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less s.ost of the
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neople who would_ not in the event have chosen to come, as well as o,nittinc- a-scut

a quarter of those accented'7com,_ the Inaian sub-continent as a whole durin7

1921, (ana about half of those accented from India) because 7'or exc,mnle the'y

married later than that date.

7ne Gove-nn=ent intends to keep the reed fon a 1-egiten under review in the

light of the results of thenew exercise.

,The 7anifesto envisaged that quotas would be imnosed once the reF,7ister had

been established. :7,,lotas affecting statutory ri,:hts would recnire 7e7islatica

and would have administrative costs. They will need to be considered in the

lintht of the new statistical emerose and against the statistical background

given above.

En=orcement 


The Government con:inues to take fi= action, as promised in the ::anifesto,

aEainst illegal entrants and o-corstayers. The num7ser of de7cortatfoh orders

enforced aEainst a-Ter:stayers :-ao higher, and the number of illegal entra-'7:,


removed was 13 hiE:aer, in 1931 than in 1973. Improved administration (includin„:

cenruers) a•- r-ZLes anne redunsi in


a -s,srson 'zIlc has no 7Jrocei elaLri cannot sr,,in cut his stay as lonE. There is

full co-operation.. imtTa the coliee to enhance the effectiveness of the

i77dETaticn eontrc.


