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MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT REAGAH:
DEAR RON,

THANK YOU FOR YOUR MESSAGE OF 16 FEBRUARY ABOUT THE INF
NEGOT I AT IONS.

GEORGE BUSH’S VISIT TC LCHDCN WAS EXTREMELY HELPFUL TOC US AND
HIS TOUR OF EUROPE AN OQUTSTANDING SUCCESS.

| ENTIRELY SHARE YCUR VIEW THAT THE TIMING OF A MAJOR HWEWY
INITIATIVE INVOLVING A PROPCSAL FOR FIXED LIMITS ABCVE ZERC
ON INF WEAPCONS WILL NEED TO BE CONSIDERED VERY CAREFULLY.
| AGREE THAT THIS IS NOT A STEP TO BE TAKEN BEFORE THE GERMAHNM
ELECTICONS,., BUT | DO BELIEVE THAT THERE ARE STRONG GROUNDS
FOR CONSIDERING SUCH AN INITIATIVE VERY SOON AFTER THCSE ELECTICHNS.

| ANV GRATEFUL FCR THE OPPORTUNITY TO CCMMENT ON THE STATENMEMT
YOU PROPQSE TO MAKE ON 22 FEBRUARY., MY VIEWS ARE AS FOLLCWS,

THE VICE-PRESIDENT?’S VISIT TO EUROPE HAS AROUSED PUBLIC
EXPECTATIONS THAT WE ARE NCW CONSIDERING THE POSSIBILITY OF Al
INTERMEDIATE STEP CN THE RCAD TC OUR FINAL CBJECTIVE, THE ZERC
OUTCOME. THE PHRASE HE USED, WHICH CAUGHT THE PUBLIC IMAGINATICHN,
WAS THAT THE ZERO OPTION WAS ?’NOT A TAKE |T CR LEAVE |IT PROPGSAL’’.
| THINK IT MOST IMPORTANT THAT YCUR STATEMENT ON 22 FEBRUARY
SHCULD REINFORCE THAT POINT. WHILE IT SHOULD MNOT INFLATE
EXPECTATIONS, | HOPE |IT WILL MCT ONLY TAKE THE FCRNM COF A CLEAR
AND BASIC RE-STATEMENT OF THE US POSITION |IN THE NEGCTIATICNS
BUT ALSO BEGIN TO INDICATE HOW THAT POSITION MIGHT BE DEVELCOPED.
THIS WILL MAINTAIN THE TREND OF GROWING UNDERSTANDING AND SUPPCRT FCR
THE WESTERN POSITION WHICH THE VICE-PRESIDENT’S VISIT DID SC MUCH
TO ENCOURAGE. |

YOU MIGHT CONSIDER STRESSING THAT NATO, WITH NO INF DEPLOYED,
1S TODAY AT THE LEVEL OF THE ZERO CPTICN: THAT WE DO NOT WANT TC
MOVE FROM THAT SITUATICN RBUT THAT WE HAVE BEEN FORCED TC PREPARE
OURSELVES FOR THIS BY THE SOVIET UNION’S LARGE-SCALE DEPLCYMENT
CF INF: AND THAT IF ONLY THE RUSSIANS WCULD ACCEPT THE AGREEMENT
WHICH THE US HAVE OFFERED THEM, HNATO CCULD REMAIN AT THE ZERC
LEVEL AMD BE JOINED THERE BY THE SCVIET UNION. THAT REMAIMNS
THE BEST PROSPECT OF REMCVING A WHOLE CLASS OF NUCLEAR “WEAPONS
FRCM THE FACE OF THE EARTH.
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T «ILL THEN BE IMPORTANT, | THINK, TO STATE THAT AMBASSADOR

.':lTZE HAS INSTRUCTICNS TO EXAMINE URGENTLY AND H THE UTMOST

CARE ANY SERICUS SOV IET (NITIATIVE. BUT |T wouLD BE A PITY TO

L1MIT CUR W1LL INGNESS 7’ TC CONSIDER ANY REASCNABLE ALTERNATIVE’’

. Af H wiLL PRODUCE »* THE SAME RESULT’’ . | BELIEVE THAT THAT

A~OULY iU MUCH LIKE A RIGID ADHERENCE TO THE ZERO OPTICN.

| wouLD MUCH PREFER A STATEMENT THAT THE UNITED STATES | S

PREPARED TO DISCUSS |IN GENEVA ANY PROPOSAL CONS ISTENT WITH THE

PRINCIPLES TO WHICH THE ALLIANCE SUBSCRIBES.

THE KEY PRINCIPLES SET ouT IN YCUR MESSAGE SEEM TO ME TO BE
RIGHT. BUT | HCPE THEY WILL IN THAT CLEAR AND
S|VPLE LAMNGUAGE WHICH YOU A SUCH GOOD E Y OU
WLl “WAMT YCUR STATEMENT TOQ D INFLUENCE A W DE PUBLIC
ACR(SS THE WORLD.

| SHCULD PREFER THE SECOND PRINCIPLE TO READ ’’THE BRITISH

AtID FRENCH STRATEGIC SYSTEMS ARE BY DEFINITION EXCLUDED FROM THESE
BILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS AND CANNOT THEREFORE BE TAKEN INTO
ACCOUNT??. | ALSO SUGGEST THAT THE FOURTH PRINCIPLE MIGHT REFER

TO *'LIMITS WHICH, RY ESTABLISHING A BALANCE, WOULD MAINTAIN THE
UM | TED STATES’ COMMITMENT TO DETERREMCE IN EURCPE’’.

| HAVE ONE FURTHER POINT WHICH 1S, OF COURSE, ENTIRELY FCR YOU
TO DECIDE. YOUR MESSAGE TO THE PEOPLE OF EUROPE, IN WHICH YOU
STATED YOUR READINESS TO MEET ANDROPOV TO SIGN AN AGREEMENT ON

THE ZERO OUTCOME, ‘ R IN IMPRESSING WESTERN
PURLIC OPINION DU . : BUT | THINK IT MAY BE
WORTH REFLECT ING : | F THAT PROPOSAL wiLL HELP
THE KIND OF MESSAGE 1IND FOR 22 FEBRUARY. YOUR READ-
MESS TO MEET ANDROPC | 1S NOW A MATTER OF RECORD AND,
FOR THE REASCNS | HAVE ALREAD | AM INCLINED TO THINK
THAT YCUR MESSAGE wiLL BE MOST PEcECTIVE WELLTS eMPHASIS 1S ON
YOUR READINESS TC CONS|IDER ANY REASONABLE PRCPOSALS WHICH ARE
BALANCED AND VERIFIABLE.

I ST|ONS HELPFUL. WE ARE

AT ONE CN THE OBJECT | 1EN N 22 FEBRUARY WILL BE
VERY IMPORTANT AND | TH1S EXCHANGE OF VIEWS »
ABOUT IT. HELMUT KOHL'’ TO YOUR IDEAS WILL BE MOST
(MPORTANT. | AM SURE PRESENT TIME WE SHOULD BE VERY
MUCH INFLUENCED BY HIS VIEWS.

oy PERSONAL BEST WISHES TO YOU AND NANCY. | AM SURE THAT YOU
JILL HAVE A WONDERFUL TIME DURING THE QUEEN’S VISIT. | KNOW HOW
VERY MUCH SHE 1S LOOKING FORWARD TO IT.

YOURS EVER,

MARGARET
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