CONFIDENTTAL

Mr Ian Gow MP

SPECIAL FINANCIAL SCRUTINY OF THE ROYAL OPERA HOUSE AND THE ROYAL
SHAKESPEARE COMPANY

I think it might be helpful to us both if I were able to
take your mind on the subject of this scrutiny reasonably soon.
The scrutiny requires me to examine the financial affairs and
prospects of the ROH and RSC and to make recommendations.

o The political aspects of the scrutiny ("London vs. the
regions", "the people vs. the toffs") are potentially awkward
and it would be helpful, for me at least, to take counsel with
you on them.

9 I attach a memorandum given me in confidence by a leading
writer which brings out another interesting feature of the exer-
cise, the effect which subsidy is alleged to have on the commercial
theatre. It is a fascinating insight into the theatre world that
the paper has been supplied only on the strictest understanding
that I will not reveal the author's identity.

4, I also attach a preliminary description of the exercise
which will show you the sort of ground I want to cover in the main
stage of the exercise, which I see lasting from Easter into July.

- Your time must be spoken for very fully, but if you could
spare me 30 minutes or have lunch with me one day that would be
very helpful. I will get in touch with you in a day or so to see
what would suit you.

%

C PRIESTLEY

17 March 1983

Encs: Private paper
Preliminary description
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have thou
much like to meet you in ear future and 1 ve 1l PI
unity to consult you ir ing the course of our exercise.
should-this be agreeable to you. In the hope that you will be
willing to see us, my office will be in touch with yours in the

ext day or so to see what would suit; we could wait on you at
the House of Commons or see you here 1f you preferred a change
01 scene.
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. You may like to know, firs
ir Christopher Price MP in similar
are treating all interviews as being
~ 2 - 29, o . RO T L T {
IOOIID%; nothing will be attributed
without her/his authority.
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4. I should like you to meet m
David Allen as soon as possible,

meeting with me alone, I should be ve
the House of Commons or to offer you

K 2 £y LS el
guest (not the taxpayer's).
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