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Prime Minister

1 EETING AT CHEQUERS ON THURSDAY 7TH APRIL 1983

1. Cecil and I had a word with you about this after

lunch today.

2. You are not right in saying that we have not consulted

you about the procedure for drawing up the Manifesto.

3. Herewith a copy of my !Note to you of the 8th of last

month, which, after discussion with Cecil and me, you

snecif  -1  (-a1 ly agreed .

On the day of the  meeting  at Chequers on 7th April,

Geoffrey Howe and Ferdy TM'ount will be working in London

on the Manifesto; of course if you want them at

Chequers they will be there; however, Cecil and I

think  that  preliminary decisions about how you should

spend your time -du-r, ng, the Campaign could be taken

before the content of the Manifesto is settled.

_,'_ay  we therefore proceed, please, with the Cheaters

a., ted  in  the  ̀ached  Note to  Thou dated

'1st Harch?

'd e do, p! ea; , 'nee'd make a decision now about 7th

A .ri 1; , - , o' 'I wo e ecil and rte  to,  come to see

;SOU t^.mo row r, 111
, we  will of course do so.

i
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Ac you now, policy Groups have been asked to send

their reports to Geoffrey by 31st 1,:arch 19B3.

Geoffrey is writ inE today to each 1,:inister who

i s head of a Department (-Jr, double envelopes)

asking  that 1anister to let Geoffrey have a draft

of the paragraphs which he would like to see in the

1,'.arrifesto, so far as his Department is concerned.

Geoff re,, i s asking that these drafts should be

sut,r.:itted to him before the end of this month.

0;: 9t}, and 10th Apr 1 , Geoffrey i s proposing to go

through ail of the material which by then, have

been received, v:it h:-

Peith Joseph (in his capacity as Chairman of our

Advisory Co::L:,ittee on Folicy)

David Howell

'.;igel Lawson

],o- as Tebl i t

Cecil Parkinson

t erdy Lount

Ada_. F]dley

Peter Cro,wer•

r r eQiate \ the'reafte r , Fero;; w i l l assemble  and  Geoffre;-

ar1a  Cecil V , approve a firs Graft of the 1•.c':_  f e  s to

for you?' coon demo ti On. Tr c hone- that this craft l: _ l l
r;,E- G ;  G_! 1G:,le _ or vo'uY' coT;=oeY•G L  or,
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The team which Geoffrey -roposes for bi studies

on  9th End  1 0th r:^r 1 f _1 n` iG a o lG r. s

only those who are sound have res . e' tC

Geoffrey the crucial importance of keeping

totall-y7 confidential the composition of this group

since the membership would be deeply resented by

the bets.

E. Geoffrey will, of course, be heavily engaged in the

budget until the l ')th Karch, but thereafter he will

be able to give time to this .

7. 1 stress that the draft document to which I refer

in the paragraph numbered 4 will be a reliminarv°

draft only, and that, of course, no decisions

whatever will have been taken at that stage.

8. I hope that you will agree that this is a sensible

vay of tackling the ?ianiiesto, involving closely

those whom you trust most, but  without  imposing

a heavy burden on you during these preliminary stages.

9. would you like to see the suggestions from h`.inisters

(see paragraph 2 above) when they come in? I really

am anxious that you should not, repeat not, carry

an unnecessary burden at  the early stages.

Grl•,



PR :I NISTER

cc. The Rt Hon Cecil Parkinson MP

Caroline Stephens

General Election Planning

You will remember that you have set aside Thursday,

7th April for a meeting at Chequers in order to

discuss the General Election.

2. Cecil suggests that the following should be present:

Himself

Ii Chris Tte wT son

S'.rimsley

>°Mi chael Spicer

Gordon Reece

Ti- Bell

David Wolfson

-yself

Do you agree 1.1 ith -,is list, please?

".To  -d  i„ be agreeable  to  you if  we  were to start the

CC _0.1e-ti ng at  10.0  a.m. and air--" to  finish  by, say,

mai- rl.rrese t meetir" will be to discuss:

a) the  style  o ,he Camoaia-r-

O'.; .,a__t s our '1=e.
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