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Palitical Correspondens

Two of Mrs Margaret That-
'cher’s most seniof ministers, Mr
William Whitelows
Becretary, and ML _Francis Pym, .
the Forcign Secretary, re
that they face replacement by
the Prime Minister's “own
men™ in the event of an outright
Conservative victory at the next
¢election.

Mr Whitelaw’s friends say
that he has decided to stand
agai a1 the next election simply
te block any attemspt {6 raplace
him at the Home Office with.
Mr Norman Tebbil, Secretary'
of State for Employment. - -

The Home Seecretary. who
laa Waan one of Mrs Thaicher’s
most loyal nunistar in pite of
fundamenta! doubt about the
Government’s ccongmic p§li~

sivs, would have an effective
velo on e Home Offiss
suecession; he would apply it'if
Mr Tebbit’s name was put
forward.

Hie most likely replacement
Would thercfore be Mr Caeil
Parkinson, Chancellor of the
Duchy of Lancaster, whe, while
one of Mrs Thatcher’s inner
gircle, would not be expected to
apply abrasive right-wing poli-
cies to a traditionally middie-of-
the~-road department.

Westminster 8ources suggest
that Mr Whitclaw would prob-
ably become Leader of the
Lords, whilc ¢ontinuing in"his
unofficial role as deputy. Prime
Minister; a position which
weuld enable him 1o block any
Auempt to esiend unbedled
right-wing dogma into the
Government's social policy.
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Mr Pym, on the other hand,
appears st for a  straght
demotion. $ir Geoffrey Howe,
Chancellor of the Exchequer,
has let it be known that he
would like to become Foreign
Secreiary and some of the
Prime Minister's  so-called
“po1sonous acolytes” have gone
$0 far as 10 suggest that Mr Pym
might like to become the next
Speaker of the Commons,

The Foreign Secretary has
publicly denied any such
ambition, and it is thereforc
possiblc that Mrs Thatcher
maght ‘ send him back 1o
his prgvious post a8 Leader of
the ConeEnons; -a move which
Mr Py¥m would be unable to
resist,

Certainly, given an outright
magority 1n the Commons, Mrs
Fhatcher would want to con-
h 3

solidate her pip on the higher
reaches of her Cabmet, a
manseuvee thal would ~ be
completed by the appointment
of either of the two favourites
for the Treasury, Mr Nigel
Lawson, ‘Secretary of State for
Energy, 'or Mr Patrick Jenkin,
Secretary of State for Industry,
10 replace Sir Geoffrey as
Chancellor.

Meanwhile, Sir Geoffrey and
Mr Parkinson arg thought io
have begun prcliminary work
on the party’s manifesto. All
nine policy groups, appointed
last -September 10 consider

.aspests of Tory policy “for the

second term of office of 'the
present administration”, have
submitted their reports.
*Although the papers are
strietly confidential it is under-
5100d that thev contatn none of

ow of the axe over Whitelaw and Pym |

the “wilder excsgses” of right- |
wing policy which Conservative ]
moderates had feared. 1

In  fact, there 1s tome
suspicion that the groups were
created simply as an exercise in }
party management and that Mrs |
Thatcher wiil want to restrict |
the manifesto to a general
theme of free enterprise - “with
¢very man a property-owner,-§
every man a capitalist” - rather
than producing a shopping list |
of detailed commitments.

The only firm, new policy
which the - Prime Minister
appears’to insist upon, over and
above a continged extension of
the borders Of free enterprise
through furtheg denationaliza-
tion, is the abolition of the
rating System; a‘prize which has§
eluded Mrs Thatcher since she
became pasty leader i 1973,
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